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Levi Johnson

t is my pleasure to use this
medium to personally greet
the entire membership of
Central Jamaica Conference, and
to pray that you will allow the Holy

T

he year 2010 will go down
as one of the most eventful years in the life of the
Seventh-day Adventist Church. It
was the year that we saw changes
to the leadership at all the administrative levels of the Church; General
Conference, division, union, conference and the local church. Despite
all the movements, shifting, shaking
up and retention, the Adventist
Church is still marching to victory.
Many of us sometimes speculate
or wonder at what the church
would do without that leader or
this leader or even without me, but
then reality sets in and we quickly
realize that the church is not about
individuals. This Church has had
some very outstanding leaders,
men and women who stood tall
and at times seem larger than life,
they have moved on and yet still
the Church remains. The reverse is
2

Spirit to permeate your lives and be
the centre of your joy as we journey together through 2011.
Pastor Everett Brown’s election to
serve the Church as President of the
Jamaica Union Conference created
a vacancy for the office of President
of Central Jamaica Conference. On
December 6, 2010, the Executive
Committee appointed me to serve
as President and Pastor Ronnie
Henry to serve as Secretary for the
next four years. Elder Billy Watson
was also re-appointed to the post of
Treasurer. The new Administration
and Directorate remain committed
to the divine mission of the Church
and are indeed humbled by the
confidence placed in us to serve
the Conference at this special time

in our history as a Church and as a
nation.
We would like to express our
gratitude for your continued
prayers, calls, visits, suggestions,
and financial support.
This issue of the Central Focus
highlights the work and impact of
the Conference and local churches
during 2010. We hope it will inform, educate, and uplift each
reader.
Please feel free to share your
ideas for its improvement, and
your suggestions on how to make
this magazine more relevant to the
needs of the constituency.
May God grant you a prosperous
2011, as we go forward ‘Proclaiming
His Grace’.

Editorial

also true, we have
had leaders whose
work seemed me- Communication Director CJC
diocre at best and Pastor Kemar T. J. Douglas
some who have
The Adventist Church
embarrassed the
is
built upon truth, not
body of believers
so much the doctrines of
and yet still the
which we are proud and
Church remains.
sure, but the person.
There is no doubt
Jesus said, “I am the
that this Church
way, the truth and the
is not built on
life, no one comes to
man but on the
the Father but by me”
solid rock, Jesus
Christ. To us
has been given
comes
the privilege to proclaim the three
to the Father but by me” (John
angels message to this last and lost
14:6). Jesus is the Truth, and that is
age.
why no matter how many truths we
The Adventist Church is built upknow, we know nothing until we
on truth, not so much the doctrines
know the Truth. It is that truth “that
of which we are proud and sure,
sets us free” (John8:32, 36) to apbut the Person. Jesus said, “I am the
proach the throne of heaven. We
way, the truth and the life, no one
come to know the Truth only when
CONTINUED ON 11

Celebrating 150 Years of the Name – Seventh-day Adventist
Wilson exhorts Seventh-day Adventists: “Remember your name”
Below: Ted N.C. Wilson, president of the Seventhday Adventist world church, exhorts members to
“Remember Your Name” and the significance of the
movement during a Sabbath, October 9 sermon in
Silver Spring, Maryland. [photo: Ansel Oliver]

A

s the Seventh-day
Adventist
Church
celebrates the 150th
anniversary of the adoption of its
name by a then-nascent group
of believers assembled in Battle
Creek, Michigan, Adventist Church
President Ted N.C. Wilson exhorted members to “remember your
name,” by which the global movement is called.
“God knew that His remnant
people needed a distinctive name
that would identify them as those
‘who keep the commandments
of God and have the testimony of
Jesus,’ as indicated in Revelation
12:17,” Wilson told a packed church
headquarters auditorium congregation on Saturday, October 9. “The
selection of the name ‘Seventh-day
Adventist’ came after the pillars of
our faith -- our beliefs -- had been
established through intensive study
and consecrated prayer,” he added.
Wilson’s message, which also was
CONTINUED ON 19

broadcast globally on the church’s
Hope Channel satellite service,
was the keynote presentation of
the Sabbath held during Annual
Council, a meeting of the world
church’s
executive
committee
at
which
major
decisions
are
undertaken.
Although
the recently
concluded 59th General Conference
Session in Atlanta, Georgia, accomplished much of the church’s
agenda, the Annual Council meetings are important discussions of
church management and personnel
issues.
Recapitulating
the
theme
throughout his sermon, Wilson
noted the unique significance and
importance of the Seventh-day
Adventist name.
He declared: “Every time you say
it, you preach a sermon!”
Wilson added, “When you share
with the public in writing or in
speech, don’t just refer to yourself
as an ‘Adventist’ or hide behind the
abbreviation ‘SDA.’ Every time you
say, ‘I am a Seventh-day Adventist’
you preach a sermon. Never, never
be ashamed of our name! When
our church began, many names
were suggested and considered,
but when the name, ‘Seventh-day
Adventist’ was discussed,

God impressed church leaders
that that name was best.”
The church name, Seventh-day
Adventist, “is so distinctive,” Wilson
said. “The ‘seventh-day’ refers to
God’s power in creating this earth in
six literal, consecutive, contiguous,
24-hour days and capping it with
a memorial of that creation, the
seventh-day Sabbath. This reminds
us that we are a direct creation of
God and not some chance anomaly
of some impersonal evolutionary
process.”
Further explaining the significance
of the church name, Wilson noted,
“’Adventist’ tells us where we are
going. We are waiting for the imminent return of our Lord Jesus
Christ, and look forward to it as
the culmination of all of earth’s history. The literal return of Christ, the
Blessed Hope, is the great objective and goal of every Seventh-day
Adventist.”
“That powerful, heaven-sent
name, ‘Seventh-day Adventist,’ is a
two-word sermon of hope,” Wilson
asserted. “It points to God as the
Author and Finisher of our faith.
It uplifts Christ in all His beauty. It
proclaims the Great Controversy
theme from the beginning to the
end.”
At the same time, Wilson said, “as
joyous as it is to recognize that God
has sustained us
these
many
years, such
an event
should
generate
a
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t was the year of changes.
2010 ushered in a new era
for the Seventh-day Adventist
Church worldwide, from the World
Church to the local church. It was
the year in which a former General
Conference (GC) president had the
privilege of seeing his son being
elected to the highest office of the
Church – President of the General
Conference. It was the year that the
West Indies Union (WIU) ceased to
exist, giving birth to two new unions
– the Jamaica Union Conference
and the Atlantic Caribbean Union
Mission. It was a year filled with
challenges and anxiety, but, a year
in which God proved that He was
and still is in control.

Seven Ordained to the
Gospel Ministry

Seven Pastors in the Central
Jamaica Conference (CJC) began 2010 as newly ordained
ministers of the gospel. Their ordination service which was held on
Saturday, December 19, 2009, at
Camp Verley, Spring Gardens, St,
Catherine, was officiated by the officers and administrators of the then
West Indies Union Conference and
Central Jamaica Conference.
In delivering the
main
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address, Pastor
Derek
Bignall,
President
of
the West Indies
Union,
challenged the
ministers
to be 21st
century,
judgment-hour
pastors. He
reminded
them that
their
responsibility
must be to give special attention to
the youth, the sick, the church, the
community, and their homes. He
warned, “You don’t earn the right to
be ordained. It is something that is
bestowed upon you. Ordination is
not a time for ‘bigging-up’ anyone.
The only one that is to be ‘biggedup’ is Jesus.”
The seven Pastors who were ordained are:
Greg Baldeo – Mile Gully District
of Churches; Delroy Clarke – Crofts
Hill District of Churches; Kemar
Douglas –Public Affairs and Religious
Liberty Director and Associate
Communication Director, Central
Jamaica Conference; Thomas Rose
– Asia District of Churches; Everett
Rowe – Race Course District of
Churches; Dwaine Scott – Clear
Park District of Churches;
Rohan
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Spencer – Comfort Hall District of
Churches.
The prayer of consecration and
presentation of certificates were
done by Pastor Glen Samuels,
Secretary of the West Indies
Union Conference. Mrs. Yvonne
Bignall, Chief Shepherdess for the
WIU, and Mrs. Lana Brown, Chief
Shepherdess for the CJC, gave
greetings and made special presentations to the newly ordained
ministers’ wives.

Baptism

Despite the flurry of sessions
and church elections in 2010, the
Conference experienced tremendous growth in church membership.
At the
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former GC President,
Neal Wilson, was
elected to serve as
President of the 16.3
million member global
Protestant denomination. Wilson replaced
Jan Paulsen, who had
served as President
since 1999.
Wilson was appointed
by
the
church's 246-member
Nominating
Committee and confirmed by the General Conference
Session delegation, which is an
international body of 2,410 appointed members and the highest
governing body in the church. The
appointment took place at the
church's 59th General Conference
Session which was held at the
Georgia Dome in Atlanta, Georgia,
United States.
"This is not just an organization,
this is not just another denomination; this is God's remnant church,"
Wilson said in an address to delegates after his appointment. "I
do not know everything, but I shall
seek wisdom from counselors and
from the Bible and from the Spirit of
Prophecy, which is one of the great
gifts God has given to the Seventhday Adventist Church. It
applies

Reveiw
close of the year the records indicated that 3,032 persons had given
their lives to the Lord through baptism, making the total membership
in the Conference 78,969 in 180
churches.
The top performing pastoral
districts were: Palmetto Gardens
– 199; Sydenham – 198; Central
Village – 184; St. John’s – 181; and
Family of God – 137.
The top performing Pastors
were: Alton Williams – 224; Kevin
Danvers – 203; Blondel Campbell
– 177; Kevan Barnaby – 176; and
Howard Grant – 136.

General Conference Session

Ted N. C. Wilson, one of the
Vice Presidents of the General
Conference
of
Seventh-day
Adventists and the son
of
a
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to the past and to the future. And,
we are going home soon."
The Treasurer, Bob Lemon, was
re-elected to another five-year
term, while Associate Secretary,
G. T. Ng, was elected as Secretary
on the second day of the General
Conference Business Session.
Delegates at the session unanimously approved the Nominating
Committee's
recommendations,
which occurred just four hours after selecting Ted Wilson as General
Conference president -- three significant actions that, observers said,
occurred with remarkable speed.
Addressing the delegates who
had voted him into office for the
next five years, Ng called the appointment a humbling experience.
He replaces Matthew Bediako,
who was elected in 2000.
"Never in my wildest imagination
will I ever imagine that I would ever
be put in this position of responsibility," Ng said, "but the Lord has
his way."
The biggest challenge facing
the church over the next five years,
Lemon said in a brief interview after his appointment, is the need to
increase involvement among young
people.
Other
appointments
made
included the General Field
Secretaries, as follows:
1. Paul S. Brantley,
Director, Office
of
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Assessment
and
Program
Effectiveness.
2. Gary D. Krause, who has
been a General Field Secretary
since 2004.
3. Angel Manuel Rodriguez,
who as a Field Secretary has been
Director of the Biblical Research
Institute since 2002.
4. Charles Sandefur, who has
been President of ADRA since
2002 and also a former Union
President.
5. Brad Thorp, who has served
as Field Secretary since 2005 and
Director of the Hope Television
Channel.
Eight Departmental Directors
were re-appointed to their positions:
1. Heather-Dawn
Small,
Director of Women's Ministries
since 2005.
2. Jonathan Kuntaraf, Director
of Sabbath School and Personal
Ministries since 2005.
3. Linda Koh, Director of
Children's Ministries since 2003.
4. Dr.
Allan
Handysides,
Director of Health Ministries since
1998.
5. John Graz, Director of
Public Affairs and Religious Liberty
since 1995.
6.
Howard
Faigao,
Director of

Publishing since 2005.
7. Erika Puni, Director of
Stewardship since 2005.
8. Gary Councell, Director of
Adventist Chaplaincy Ministries.

Central Jamaica Conference
Session

On Sunday, July 18, 2010 the
Central Jamaica Conference began
the 3-day schedule of activities for
its 3rd Quadrennial Session, under
the theme “Proclaiming God’s
Grace”. This grand event was set
in motion with a Festival of Praise.
Hundreds of delegates, members
and guests gathered together in
the pavilion at Camp Verley, Spring
Gardens, St. Catherine to experience the thrill and anxiety of
conducting the business of the
Seventh-day Adventist Church in
Central Jamaica Conference.
The Festival of Praise saw
singing groups from across CJC
(St. Catherine, Clarendon and
Manchester) showcasing their
talents to the glory of God. Their
spirited renditions solicited loud
applause from the expectant audience and struck chords in those
gathered, reminding them that
giants do fall when Christians lift
their praises.
The
curtains
of
this
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momentous beginning to a spectacular occasion made way for the
devotional activity which was led
by Pastor Everett Brown, President
of Central Jamaica Conference. He
extended greetings to delegates,
special guests and members.
Field Secretary of the InterAmerican Division, Pastor Balvin
Braham noted that amidst the anxiety, delegates must remember that
the “central principal ambition is
proclaiming God’s grace”.
Vice President of Inter-American
Division and former President of
Central Jamaica Conference and
West Indies Union Conference,
Pastor Leon B. Wellington, was
the keynote speaker. He explored
the meaning of grace in his solemn
address. Proclaiming that “grace
cannot be adequately defined”, he
stated that it can be lived. Pastor
Wellington charged members to
“demonstrate Christian charity
and brotherly love as you proclaim
God’s matchless grace and Christ’s
redemption”.
Special guests in attendance
included leaders of the various
Conferences and Missions within
the West Indies Union and His
Worship, the Mayor of May Pen,
Milton Brown.
The 3rd Quadrennial Session resumed on Monday, July 19, 2010

L-R: Dr.
M
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Barwise
– Tr
Members of the Executive Committee elected to serve the Conference at the CJC’s 3rd Quadrennial Session. [Photo: Hubert Swearine]

with a timely charge by President
of West Indies Union Conference,
Pastor Derek Bignall who urged
the delegates to exercise prudence
in conducting the business of the
Church. In his address, he too
explored the theme “Proclaiming
God’s Grace” and further noted
that when filled with God’s grace,
one will “deny ungodliness, live soberly, live righteously and look for
the blessed hope”.
After being armed with words of
wisdom on how to undertake their
tasks, the delegates were well on
their way to selecting the administrators and directors who would
serve the Conference for the next
Quadrennium (2010 – 2014).
Members of the audience sat on
the edge of their seats as the long
awaited report from the Nominating
Committee was announced.
Shouts of approval were heard
when it was announced that
Pastor Everett Brown had been reelected as President of the Central
Jamaica Conference of Seventhday Adventist for yet another four
years. This election placed him in
the unprecedented position of being the first President to have been
appointed to serve for three consecutive terms.
Pastor Levi Johnson, Secretary,
and Elder Billy Watson, Treasurer,
were also re-elected to join
Pastor
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Brown in completing the administrative team that would continue
the mission of Christ in the Central
Jamaica Conference.
After deliberating for hours about
the persons who would be working alongside the administrators,
the Nominating Committee finally
revealed the names of the departmental directors who would be
asked to serve for the next four
years. They are:
1. Children & Youth Ministries:
Pastor Howard Grant
2. Communication:
Pastor
Kemar Douglas
3. Education and Public Affairs
& Religious Liberty: Dr. Ivor Harry
4. Family Ministries: Pastor
Roy Dennis
5. Women & Health Ministries:
Sis. Mary Cole
6. Ministerial Secretary: Pastor
Jeff Jefferson
7. Sabbath School & Personal
Ministries: Pastor Nevail Barrett
8. Stewardship: Pastor Ronnie
Henry
9. Publishing Ministries: Bro.
Linford Farquharson
10. Community Services: Pastor
Everett Smith.
In addition to the administrators
and directors, the following persons
were elected to serve as members
of the Executive Committee of
Central Jamaica Conference

for the new quadrennium: Pastors
Donovan DaCosta, Horace Wilson
and Greg Baldeo; Brothers Basil
Tabannor,
Roderick
Ebanks,
Wainsworth Austin, Denworth
Finnikin, Denroy Sinclair, Hopeton
Moving and O. K. Mullings; Sisters
Georgette Harrisingh, Sonia Lee,
Shernett Powell Bramwell, Ruth
Walcott and Joan Wint.
As the session came to a close
on Tuesday, July 20, 2010, Central
Jamaica Conference welcomed
the newly elected officers who
would continue to proclaim God’s
grace and advance the work of the
Master. The support and prayers
of all members and friends are
needed in building God’s church
and winning souls for Christ.

West Indies Union Conference Session

Delegates at the sixth and final
Quinquennial Session of the West
Indies Union Conference held on
November 29, 2010, unanimously
voted that then President of the
Central Jamaica Conference, Pastor
Everett Brown, be asked to give
leadership to the newly formed
Jamaica Union Conference.
The vote came in as the West Indies
Union, which comprised the territories of Jamaica, The Bahamas,
Cayman
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delegates for giving him the opportunity to have served since
January of 2009. He asked that
even greater support be given
to Pastor Brown in his presidency, as this was a crucial time in
the development of JAMU.
"We shall stand with him, because
this work is not his; it is God's work.
Let us feel no way. There is a song
by the Heritage Singers that I didn't
like, but I believe it. It says when
God has another plan, he simply
uses another man - congratulations (to Pastor Brown)" said Pastor
Bignall in his usual jovial way, before
embracing the incoming President.
Officers elected to serve with
Pastor Brown are: Pastor Milton
Gregory, Secretary and Elder

Public Affairs and Religious Liberty
Director: Nigel Coke
5. Family
Ministries,
Stewardship and Trust Services
Director: Pastor Eric Nathan
6. Ministerial, Sabbath School
and Personal Ministries Director:
Pastor Glen Samuels
7.
Health Ministries Director:
Pastor Milton Gregory
8. Youth Ministries Director
and
Chaplaincy
Coordinator:
Pastor Charles Blythe

Islands as well as the Turks and
Caicos Island, officially split into
Jamaica Union Conference (JAMU)
which will oversee the church in
Jamaica and the Atlantic Caribbean
Union Mission (ACUM) which will
oversee the work of the church in
The Bahamas, Cayman Islands and
Turks and Caicos Island.
Pastor Brown who has served the
New Appointments Made in
Adventist Church over the past 26
years accepted the position with a
CJC to End 2010
true spirit of humility, thanking the
The year ended with a number of
Church for the confidence placed
new appointments and re-appointin him.
ments being made by the Executive
"I pledge by the grace of God,
Committee in the Central Jamaica
that I will
Conference.
not betray
At the first Executive
the trust that
Committee meeting for
you
have
the fourth quadrennium,
reposed in
held on August 4, 2010,
me to lead,
the Committee memas I follow
bers voted the following
the Master
persons as Directors
Teacher
and Coordinators of the
and Leader,
programmes in CJC.
Jesus Christ. Members of the Central Jamaica Conference Executive Committee deliberating on the plans and recommendaPastor Levi Johnson,
tions
for
the
Conference
for
2011.
[Photo:
Kemar
T.
J.
Douglas]
I do not inExecutive Secretary of
tend to establish any monument so Bancroft Barwise, Treasurer. Pastor the Conference, was also reapthat people will remember me; all I Gregory previously served West pointed as Prayer and Membership
ask is for your support, as together Indies Union as Vice President and Conservation Coordinator.
we seek to carry the mandate of Health Ministries Director; while,
Pastor Ronnie Henry, Stewardship
Elder
Barwise,
previously
served
Jesus forward - to make disciples
and Wills and Trust Director for
of men, and to prepare men and as Treasurer for the East Jamaica CJC, was asked to work as Spirit of
women for His Second Coming." Conference.
Prophecy Coordinator.
Two Associate Directors and six
Pastor Brown also asked that he
Pastor Everett Smith, the former
be constantly lifted up before God Departmental Directors were also Personal Ministries and Sabbath
in prayer, as the challenges will be elected to serve. They are:
School Director, was appointed as
1.
Associate Secretary: Ms. Community Service Director and
great.
He further expressed his appre- Doreen Grant
Adventist Development and Relief
2. Associate Treasurer: Ms. Agency (ADRA) Coordinator. He
ciation to the former President of
the West Indies Union Conference, Sharon Barrett
was also asked to serve as Pastor for
3.
Children's
and
Women's
Pastor Derek Bignall, for his contrithe Portmore District of SeventhMinistries Director: Ms. Loraine day Adventist Churches.
butions to the former WIU.
Outgoing President, Pastor Derek Vernal
Elder Anthony Gordon was
4. Communication
and
Bignall expressed gratitude to the
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reappointed as Director of
Counselling Services.
Following the election of Pastor
Everett Brown to the position of
President of the new Jamaica Union
Conference, changes had to be
made to the leadership structure in
the Conference.
On December 6, 2010 the
Executive Committee, the constituted body of the Adventist Church to
handle the appointing of individuals
to positions within the Conference
between sessions, voted Pastor Levi
Johnson as the eighth President
of Central Jamaica Conference of
Seventh-day Adventists. The meeting was chaired by the Jamaica
Union
Conference
President,
Pastor Everett Brown.
Pastor Johnson served the
Conference as Secretary before his
appointment, a post he held for the
last ten years. During his 26 years
of ministry, he served as District
Pastor,
Ministerial
Secretary,
Prayer
Ministries
Coordinator
and Membership Conservation
Coordinator.
“I am humbled by the confidence
you have expressed in me to serve
as President. I am committed to
providing quality Christ-centred
leadership to this Conference as we
work together until Jesus comes”,
commented Pastor Johnson in his
acceptance speech.
With Pastor Johnson being appointed President, the Executive
Committee voted Pastor Ronnie
Henry to become Secretary of
the Conference. Pastor Henry
has served the Adventist Church
for over forty years in different
capacities including Secretary and
Treasurer. Prior to his appointment, he was the Stewardship and
Wills and Trust Director, and Spirit
of Prophecy Coordinator for the
Conference.

At the first major meeting of
Central
Jamaica
Conference
Executive Committee after his
election as President, Pastor Levi
Johnson expressed appreciation
to all the leaders who had served
as Presidents over the fifty years
of the Conference’s existence. He
pledged that the mission of the
church will continue to be the focus of his leadership.
Pastor Johnson went on state that
evangelism is pivotal to the work of
the church, along with discipleship
and nurturing. “Every department
must be actively engaged in evangelism, every Pastor must make it a
part of the strategic plan. The clinic
and schools must do the work of
evangelism; this is the integrated
approach dubbed ‘wholistic community evangelism’”.
The Executive Committee made
the following appointments based
on the vacancies that existed at the
end of 2010:
Stewardship Director – Pastor
Roy Dennis
Developmental Director – Pastor
Ronnie Henry
Trust Services Director – Elder
Billy Watson
Assistant Treasurer – Sis. Karen
Henry
Spirit of Prophecy Coordinator –
Pastor Kemar T. J. Douglas
Membership
Conservation
Coordinator – Pastor Jeff Jefferson
Prayer Coordinator – Sis. Claudia
Bailey
Music Coordinator – Pastor
Dudley Mullings
Parish Coordinator (St. Catherine)
– Pastor Alton Williams
1. Parish Coordinator (Clarendon) – Pastor Kevin Danvers

3. Parish Action Committee
Sponsors (St. Catherine) –
Pastors Everett Smith and
Howard Grant
4. Parish Action Committee
Sponsors (Clarendon) – Pastors Ronnie Henry and Jeff
Jefferson
5. Parish Action Committee
Sponsors (Manchester) –
Pastors Ivor Harry and Roy
Dennis.

Indeed “the Lord is leading his
church in these last days as he led
ancient Israel. The work is soon to
close. The members of the church
militant who have proved faithful
will become the church triumphant.
In reviewing our past history, having
traveled over every step of advance
to our present standing, I can say,
Praise God! As I see what God has
wrought, I am filled with astonishment and with confidence in Christ
as leader. We have nothing to fear
for the future, except as we shall forget the way the Lord has led us, and
his teaching in our past history.” (Ellen G. White – Review and Herald,
November 2, 1886 par. 7 and October 12, 1905 par. 22.)

-Article by Kemar T. J. Douglas,
Althea Brown-Wellington, and
Karlene Gordon / CJC
Nigel Coke and Lawrie Henry /
JAMU
Ansel Oliver, Mark Kellner and
Edwin Manuel Gracia / ANN

2. Parish Coordinator (Manchester) – Pastor Wayne
Palmer
9

the task He
had placed on
her. According
to her with
her mother’s
unexpected
death still
fresh
in
mind,
she
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she
should still
deliver
His
message and
He answered
yes. It was evident that God
Pastor
Levi Johnson, Secretary of Central Jamaica
had
spoken
Conference, praying for the hundreds of children and adults who
responded to the appeal made by Pastor Everett Brown in his sermon.
through her as
she delivered
ne of the most an- Emotions swelled in everyone’s
an excellent message.
ticipated
events heart as he told his story on how
on Central Jamaica God has given him the strength to
The other two speakers were:
Conference’s Calendar of Events endure several medical complicaJovae Taylor from St. Catherine and
occurred on the grounds of Camp tions. Glenester was diagnosed
Monique Clayton from Manchester.
with a craniopharyngioma with
Verley, on May 8, 2010.
The children were given a wonThe department of Children’s obstructive hydrocephalus. He has
derful surprise as for the first time
Ministries once again presented also developed Diabetes Inspidus
in the history of children’s convenone of its most memorable conven- and is on DDAVP. Prayer was oftion an older disciple of God was
tions under the theme, “Children: fered on his behalf by Sister Mary
chosen to deliver the message durGod’s Gift of Grace”. What a privi- Cole, Children’s Ministries Director,
ing divine service. Pastor Everette
lege it was to have these special who believes that both spiritual
Brown, President of the Central
gifts representing God, as they and physical development can be
Jamaica Conference has a passion
unwrapped their amazing talents renewed through sincere prayer.
for ministry, and was delighted for
Just as Jesus trained and sent
through songs, sermons and other
the opportunity to speak to these
out his disciples to minister, so the
activities.
little ones, his belief is that God
The Children from the Tent City Children’s Ministries Department
should play a vital role in every
Seventh Day Adventist Church uses every opportunity to train,
child’s life.
demonstrated their purpose as nurture and facilitate every child
Throughout the day’s services
God’s gift through praise and wor- for service. During the morning serseveral groups and choirs gave
ship for Sabbath School. In addition vice, three of these young disciples
their messages through refreshing
special mission feature focused were chosen to deliver God’s messinging; these included: Northern
on 13 year old Glenester Young, sage. This included Tavya Lawrence
Caribbean University Church,
another of God’s special children who had just lost her mother. For
Mendez, Maranatha, Family of
who attends the Spanish Town little Tavya the faith she had in Jesus
God, May Pen and Toll Gate
Seventh-day Adventist Church. gave her the strength to accomplish
Seventh-day Adventist Children’s

O
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Choirs.
The evening service captured the interest of the
congregation as a wonderful and inspiring discussion
was done by young people of
the Spanish Town Seventh-day
Adventist Church. They shared
the issues facing the youth of the
church, including music, dress and
spirituality.
Later Alicia West from Old Road
en a
Seventh Day Adventist closed
n
13 y d Wom
ea r
en M
o ld
the day’s service with a delightful
boy inistri
e
suf f
e r i n s D ir e c
message. Her words of hope left
g fr o
to
m a r, of fe
num rs sp
a
lingering impression on
ec
b er
of m ial pra
	
  
e di c y e r
each heart.
al
The Bible says, in Deut
6:6-7, “And these words,
which
I
command
thee this day, shall be
in thine heart. And
thou shall teach them
diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk
of them when thou
sittest in thine house,
and when thou walkest by the way, and
	
  
when though liest
e
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D
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g
down, and when
song durin
message in
e special
th
g
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er
thou risest up.”
iv
del
n’s Choir
ate Childre ention 2010.
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Children
are
hildren’s C
Hour at C
great assets in
spreading the gospel and for
this reason, the Department of
Children’s Ministries believes that
they need to take this passage of
scripture seriously while guarding carefully the spiritual future of
God’s Gifts of Grace (His Children).
We had approximately 4,000 worshippers; to God be the Glory for
what he has done.
-Article by Maxine Campbell
-Photos by Kemar T. J. Douglas

Pastor Everett Brown, President of Central Jamaica Conference,
delvering the main sermon at Children’s Convention 2010.

	
  

Editorial

we have the Holy Spirit because
Christ declared that the Holy Spirit
“will guide [us] into all truth” (John
16:13).
Being a member or leader in
God’s remnant church is not an
entitlement to heaven, nor is it a
guarantee that one is a part of the
true body of believers. This can
only happen when we humbly
submit our all to God by putting
Christ at the centre of our lives.
This church still stands not because
of any one person but through
individuals whose only foundation
is Christ. Persons who realize that
“we have nothing to fear for the
future, except as we shall forget the
way the Lord has led us, and His
teaching in our past history” (Ellen
G. White, Last Day Events p.72).
This year the Adventist Church
celebrated the 150th anniversary of
the use of the name ‘Seventh-day
Adventist’. The early pioneers feared
that by organizing, the Church
would have lost its vision and zeal,
and even though some members sit
idly by and watch the few do the
work, the Church has never lost its
focus and is even more committed
to accomplishing its mission. The
work ahead may seem daunting
but when we remember how God
took a very small group and turned
them into an army of 16 million, He
can turn the 16 million into billions
if we avail ourselves to be filled and
used by the Holy Spirit.
The Lord has promised help to
proclaim the message in these last
days; the latter rain will be poured
out. The last push will happen as
prophesied in Rev. 18. However,
the question is: will you be a part
of it or just a bystander? The Lord is
leading His church and He is leading His people. Is He leading you?
11

Willowdene Group of Schools

T

Principal’s Report
he Willowdene Group
of Schools is proud to
be a Faith-based school,
owned and operated by the
Seventh-day Adventist church in
Central Jamaica Conference; obeying the instructions of the Lord,
through inspiration, that the church
should set up schools for its young
people for their training to serve
humanity and their church.
With all that is happening in our
country and around the world, with
the wide scale involvement of students in gangs, drug dealings, gun
running, immoral living supported
by today’s genre of music, dress
code, social and moral break down
in society, there is a deafening
call for true Adventist educational
encounters that will bring about
change and make a difference in
society.
I believe that God made no mistake, when through our pioneers,
He organized an education system
for the church. God knows what is
best for His people especially as it
is our mandate to carry the end of
time message.
On behalf of the school family I
am pleased to share with the conference family and all stakeholders,
some of the School’s achievements
during the academic year 20092010.

SPIRITUAL OUTREACH &
BAPTISM

The school conducted its usual
Winter and Fall Week of Prayer
Sessions. The presenters were
Pastors Howard Grant, Donald
Francis, Dorian Kelly and Elder Basil
Tabannor. Nineteen students from
the Preparatory and High school
12

Elder Basil Tabannor

Divisions surrendered their lives to
the Lord in baptism.
The Touch a Life (TAL) programme,
launched the previous year by the
Parent Teachers Association (PTA),
continues to assist needy students
with lunch, travel, books and, medical bills. The expense for this year
amounted to over $80,000.00.
The membership of the Suluhu
Pathfinder and Adventurers Clubs
increased from 85 students last
year to 169. Their outreach took
them (teachers, students and
some parents) to the Strathmore
Gardens Place of Safety where they
donated gifts and fellowshipped
with occupants. The Pathfinders
and Adventurers held their second
camp session since its inception.
This summer’s camp was bigger
than the previous one with over fifty
(50) students and parents participating. The camp session ran from
July 8 – 12 at the Maranatha School
for the Deaf in Ridge ST. Elizabeth.
These clubs meet on Fridays for Art
and Craft, Drills and March, Games
and other activities specified by
the pathfinders’ and adventurers’
manuals of the Adventist church.
The school choir, the Acapella
Boyz, and other student singers
conducted Adventist Youth and
Sabbath School Programmes at
the annual Adventist Christian
Education Summit, Breaton and
Rollington Town SDA churches.
The musical and drama production,
“The Operating Theatre” written
by the choir director, Mrs. Suzette
Miller, and produced by the music
department, formed the main feature in the programmes. It depicted
a heart surgery underway in an
operating theatre. The operation

illustrated
howChristian
education, with
the
help
of Christ,
breaks
through
and surgically removes character
traits and habits that will cripple the
moral, spiritual and social tenets of
the young and vulnerable.

SCHOOL PLANT DEVELOPMENT

The upgrading of the play area
at the Preparatory Division is now
completed. It is opened daily for
use by all students of the division.
The inner security fencing and
gates are now installed. This
achievement is a part of the larger
security plan to control and manage the movements of persons
entering the campus whether for
business or visits. When the other
gates are installed, the separation
of the preparatory students from
the high school students will be
accomplished and by then parents
and visitors will be issued with cards
when entering and exiting through
these inner gates. Another phase
of this programme that has been
accomplished is the installation of
an internal telephone system linking all divisions and departments.
A straight-line has been installed in
the counselor’s office to secure and
maintain privacy of the discussions
with her clients.
Central Jamaica Conference is
deserving of commendation for going beyond the call in helping the
school accomplish the paving of
the school yard. We no longer have
to contend with dust during the dry

time and mud and pools of water
during the rainy season. Our ambiance has improved significantly,
impacting and creating an even
more stimulating environment to
enhance the teaching and learning
process.

ACADEMICS PREPORATORY

Fifty three (53) students sat this
years’ Grade Six Achievement Test
(GSAT), the largest GSAT group
in the school’s history. Eleven (11)
were placed into newly upgraded
high schools while forty two (42)
received placement in two technical and nine (9) traditional high
schools. We are noting with satisfaction that the number of students
placed into traditional schools is
increasing year by year. Last year
the passes increased from 29 to
42, a 45% increase over academic
year 2008-2009. The preparatory
division continues to do well, performing consistently above THE
NATIONAL AVERAGE in GRADE
SIX ACHIVEMENT TEST (GSAT).
The average score in GSAT last academic year was 74.6%. The average
score for Communication Task
score was 10/12 and no child got
below 9/12. Most students scored
10 & 11 and our top girl, Shanice
Sutherland, of the Tredegar Park
SDA church scored 12/12. Her other scores were; Language Arts 99%,
Science 97%, Social Studies 95%,
Mathematics 95%. The scores for
our top boy, Micheal James, of the
Mandeville Seventh-Day Adventist
Church were: Language Arts 90%,
Science 100%,
Social Studies
94%, and Mathematics 94%. Both
received their first choice school;
Sutherland for Immaculate High
and James for Wolmers’ Boys.
Only 13 of the 33 students leaving
the Preparatory Division remained
in our High School programme a
significant fall when compared to
CONTINUED ON 22

previous years. We attributed the
fall off to the tough economic times
created by the recession which is
affecting our parents’ ability to
pay private fees for their children’s
education. We acknowledge that
Adventist Christian education is a
choice that parents make. Should
they be encouraged to continue
making this choice even in times
like these? Yes! Even much more
now, than before, not only our
pastors and leaders need to see
the need for our school’s existence
but our membership (stake holders)
also.

ACADEMICS HIGH SCHOOL

Last year, for the second time,
students of the High School
Division sat a total of 23 subjects at
the CSEC level (CXC Examinations).
Included in this number, were two
fairly new subjects: Electronics and
Economics with a pass rate of 50%
and 66% respectively. The students who were entered achieved
an average pass rate of 82%. One
Hundred percent (100%) pass was
attained in six of those subject
areas, namely; Straight Biology,
Caribbean History, Food and
Nutrition, General Geography,
Office Administration and Visual
Arts. Seventy percent (70%) of the
students received grades 1 or 2.
The performances in the department are as follows:
Sciences: 92% (Physics, Chemistry,
Straight Biology, Integrated Science
and Human and Social Biology)
Languages:86%(EnglishA, English
Literature, and Spanish)
Business and Computer Science:
71%
(Electronic
Document
Processing
Management,
Information Technology, Office
Administration, P.OB., P.O.A, and
Economics )
Mathematics and Electronics:
60%

Visual Arts: 100%
Home Economics: 88% (Food
and Nutrition, Home Management,
and Clothing and Textile)
The Arts: 97%(Social Studies,
Geography and Caribbean History)
Over 70% of the students entered, passed with ranges one and
two (1& 2) in the following subject
areas: H.S. Biology, Social Studies,
EnglishB, Home Management and
Information Technology.
Congratulations to the top performing student Dwayne Carridice
of Newland SDA Church who sat
ten (10) subjects and got seven
distinctions and three credits. He
is the recipient of The Northern
Caribbean
University
(NCU)
academic Scholarship to SDA high
schools and is now enrolled in the
Natural Sciences Department of
Northern Caribbean University.

ACCREDITATION

Full accreditation was granted
by The Adventist Accreditation
Association
of
Inter-America
Division. The school was commended for the high spiritual tone,
the quality of the language spoken
by our students and the significant
improvement in our performance at
the GSAT and Grade Four Literacy
Test.

LIBRARY/ALUMNI OFFICE

At the end of the Easter Term
the school launched a fund raiser
dubbed “Rally of the Classes”
endorsed by West Indies Union,
Central Jamaica Conference and
the
Investment
Management
Limited (IML) of West Indies Union.
The plan is to engage and rally the
participation of present and past
students, present and past workers, institutions, and the churches
of CJC particularly those in St.
Catherine to reach a goal of Four
Million dollars for the modernization of our Library
13

A

nother landmark in the
life of Central Jamaica
Conference has been
reached as Family of God Seventhday Adventist Church became the
first Maranatha School Church
building model to be dedicated.
The dedication and celebration
took place over the weekend of
June 3 – 6, 2010.
This achievement was made possible through the many years of toil
and labour as witnessed through
the dedication, commitment and
sacrifice of Pastors, Elders and
members.
Rejoicing with the brothers and
sisters of Family of God was Pastor
Derek Bignall, President of the
West Indies Union Conference.
He pointed out that while outward beauty attracts, “the spiritual
beauty of the members will exceed
the physical beauty of the building,
because this will encourage visitors to return and will inspire them
to connect with the Christ from
whom real beauty and all true love
emanates”.
President of Central Jamaica
Conference, Pastor Everett Brown
also expressed his gratitude and
delight in this tremendous accomplishment in the life of the
Church. He implored the brethren
to dedicate their lives to God and
to His service, so that the warmth
and fellowship will draw all men
to Christ. The members were also
14

urged to continue
the growth and
success of the
church as they
seek to spread the
Word.
Leading the flock
of Family of God
is Pastor Howard
Grant who was
ecstatic
at
this
remarkable milestone after years
of hard work and
sacrificial
giving
of time, finances
and talents. Pastor
Grant indicated that
“the past six years
have witnessed the
rapid transformation
of the
spiritual and physical aspect of the
church”. “This growth”, he further
elaborated was “achieved not
through our might or power, but by
the enabling grace and power of our
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ”. He
urged the members “to continue
to be steadfast in our commitment
and dedication as we build upon
that legacy entrusted to us for generation to come as His Kingdom is
advanced”.
The membership of Family of God
Seventh-day Adventist Church began with some fifty-eight persons in
June 1990. This established company would meet at the Willowdene
High School Auditorium and

thereafter proceeded
to increase its membership. In January
1993, the company
was organized as
the 203rd church in
Central Jamaica onference. Seven
years later the
church was organized as part
of District #7
and joined the
sisterhood which
includes
Irish
Pen, Villmore and
Crescent Seventhday
Adventist
Churches.
The
groundbreaking
for a church of the
Maranatha Model
began in 2002 and
by January 2003,
the
members
were able to
move into their
new
church
building.
The Church
Administration speaks of
the importance of knowing that
dreams can become God’s reality
for us. “Our dream was to establish
a congregation of worshippers who
would operate on earth as a Family
of God operates in heaven. We are
convinced that God still has great
aspirations for us as a church, and
on this occasion gratitude fills our
hearts for the effective working of
His Spirit to crown these years with
this service of dedication”.
As a church may our ultimate
dream and reality be meeting with
the saints of Christ in heaven as we
unite in love as a family of God.
-Article by Althea Brown-Wellington
-Photos by Kemar T. J. Douglas
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Cross Keys Seventh-day Adventist Church
he Cross Keys Seventhday Adventist Company
became the 175th organized church in the Central Jamaica
Conference
of
Seventh-day
Adventists on Saturday January
16, 2010. This was a tremendous
achievement, as the church was
only started less than two years
ago, under the leadership and
preaching of Pastor Wayne Palmer,
Pastor of the Newport District of
Seventh-day Adventist Churches in
Manchester.
The service was a grand

T

celebration as some 76 persons who
formed the nucleus of the church
gathered together. This number
grew immediately with the addition of 1 person, through baptism,
that same evening. Pastor Palmer
congratulated all the persons that
made this achievement possible
and pledged that the church will
still stick to its “core mission
of making disciples of
men.”
Pastor
Everett
Brown,
President
of Central Jamaica

Conference, expressed the joy
of the Conference in having
Cross Keys joining the sisterhood
of churches, while Pastor Levi
Johnson, Executive Secretary of
the Conference, took the time to
explain the 28 Fundamental Beliefs
of the Adventist Church. -photos by Kemar T.
J. Douglas

Windsor Heights Seventh-day Adventist
he Administration of
the
Central
Jamaica
Conference, on Sabbath,
May, 15, 2010, officiated at the
Organization Service of the
Windsor Heights Seventh-day
Adventist Church in Central Village,
St. Catherine, making it the 179th
church to be organized in the
Conference. This was an exceptional achievement as the launching of
the church had many hindrances.

O

Over 40 persons formed the

nucleus of the new church, making
Windsor Heights S.D.A. Church
one of the very few churches that
moved from a Sabbath School into
a church (traditional churches are
formed from companies). So,
despite their many challenges
for the past 35 years there
is finally an Adventist
presence in the Windsor
Heights
community,
holding to the mission of
“making disciples of men.”

	
  

-article by Natasha Bryan-Kelly
-photos by Kemar T. J. Douglas

	
  

Greenvale Seventh-day Adventist Church
n Saturday June 19,
2010, the Greenvale
Seventh-day Adventist
Sabbath School was organized into
the 180th Church in Central Jamaica
Conference. This achievement was
under the leadership of Pastor
Philbert Rowe (Church Pastor),
Dr. Ivor Harry (Youth Director for
Central Jamaica Conference), Elders
Dexter Pusey and Sefton Hudson
(Church Elders) and the members
of the Mike Town and Waltham
CONTINUED ON 22

Seventh-day Adventist Churches.
The idea of a church in the community has long been a dream for
the members who live in the area
and churches that surround that
community, but it finally became a
reality when the Youth Department
of the Conference through North
Manchester Youth Federation partnered with the churches from Mike
Town and the Spur Tree Districts.
A youth crusade was launched in
September 2008 with Evangelist

Steven King and some 30 precious
souls were baptized. Elder Dexter
Pusey, an elder from the Waltham
Adventist Church and a long standing member of the community, and
Elder Sefton Hudson, an elder from
the Mike Town Adventist Church,
made it their duty to keep the
group together, secure the land and
to make representations for funds
to erect a building.
Pastor Everett Brown, President of
the Conference, lauded the efforts
15

Kitson Town District Evangelistic Training Retreat

O

n the weekend of
September 3-4, 2010
the Leaders of the
Kitson Town District of Seventhday Adventist Churches (including
the Pastor, Elders and Personal
Ministries Leaders) conducted an
Evangelist Training Retreat for its
members at Camp Verly under
the theme, “Christ’s Method of
Evangelism”. Starting on Friday
Night through to Sabbath evening ,
training sessions were conducted in
the following areas of ministry—Lay
Preaching, Bible Instruction, Small
Group Ministry, Prayer Ministry and
Personal Witnessing. Presenters for

the weekend included,
Pastors Joseph Smith,
Desmond
Robinson,
Damian Chambers, Elders
Donovan Thomas, Pamella
Mopp and Ken Wright.
Over three hundred (300)
persons attended the programme on Sabbath and a
	
  
total of 250 persons registered for
the various training sessions.
Dr. Noel Frazer, guest speaker
for the Divine Worship Service on
Sabbath admonished the gathering
to follow the example of Jesus in
their approach to witnessing. He
quoted E. G. White in saying, “The

he Community Impact
Program was launched
in August 2010 by the
youth of the Mile Gully Seventhday Adventist Church under the
guidance of the church board. Its
aim was to increase the presence
of the church in the community,
to witness through acts of kindness
and to give the young people of
the church a chance to build their
capacities as individuals.
The programme which lasted
from August 12-27 saw young
people ages 15 and over volunteering at various business places and
institutions. Each day presented a
new opportunity to show the community that the youth of the Mile
Gully SDA church were committed to serve in whatever way they
could. These volunteers embraced
their tasks with dignity and great
confidence as they assisted the
stakeholders in packing, shelving

and arranging various items
in their stores. The young
people were extremely excited as they volunteered
at the Mile Gully Branch
Library, Mile Gully
High School and several mini-marts and
hardware stores.
During
the
impact
the
homes of shutins were visited
(members and non-members of the church).They were
sung to and prayed for and the
visits were greatly appreciated. The
youth were also refreshed as these
individuals shared their testimonies
of God’s goodness and encouraged
us to be strong in the Lord.
This experience has left an indelible
mark not only on the community
but also on the minds of the youth
who participated. The community has now seen the youth of the

T

strongest argument in favor of
the gospel is a loving and lovable
Christian” (Ministry of Healing,
470).
The retreat also included a
Baptismal Service, during which
three (3) persons were baptized after the Divine Service on Sabbath.
-Article and Photos by Damian Chambers

Mile Gully Youths in Action
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church in
meaningful
service and
the
young
people were
able to
use their talents
and abilities to help
out in the commu-

nity.
“For the good tidings of the gos	
  
pel, for its promises and assurances,
we are to express our gratitude
by seeking to do others good.”
Testimonies for the Church, vol.9.
Christ has called our young people
to service. Let us all accept the call
and work for Him today!
-Article and Photos by Claudeen Stewart

Royal Flat Adventist Church
Honours Postmaster

M

iss Avis Williams, Postmaster for the
Williamsfield Post Office, receives
a plaque and other Adventist publications for outstanding service to the Williamsfield
community from Pastor Nathan Jackson of the Royal
Flat SDA church. The service to commemorate the
event was conducted as a part of the Royal Flat
Seventh-day Adventist Church Community Guests
Day celebration held Sabbath, October 9, 2010.

	
  

Photo and caption by Peter A. P. Gordon
Communications Department
Royal Flat SDA Church

Royal Flat Skills Training Project Graduation 2010

M

ore than thirty-five
(35) persons graduated from the Royal
Flat Skills Training Project during its
annual graduation held on Sunday,
October 24, 2010 at the Royal
Flat SDA Church. The project
is a partnership between Royal
Flat SDA Church and the Human
Employment and Resource Training
/ National Training Agency (HEART
Trust/NTA).
Each graduate will be certified
by HEART Trust/NTA through the
National Council on Technical
Vocational Education (NCTVET).
Although the project spans more
than 12 years, the latter years have
been phenomenal in terms of its
growth. Because of the enormous
increase in applicants, and the limited space on the Royal Flat SDA
church grounds, additional centres
have been opened at Content and

Spalding. Indeed the project is far reaching!
The programme offerings include Early
Childhood Care, Food
Preparation and Baking
with entrepreneurship
and computing also
being essential components.
Mrs. Patricia Clarke,
the project director, reported that because of the quality of
the programme, there is a high demand for the graduates who have
been positively impacting their
employers. She further stated that
the spiritual nurturing is paramount
and therefore regular devotions and
interactive sessions are maintained
with Pastor Nathan Jackson of the
Royal Flat SDA church.
The guest speaker was Dr. Ivor
Harry, Education, Public Affairs &
Religious Liberty Director for Central
Jamaica Conference. Also sharing

the occa	
  
sion with their greetings and
encouragement were Mandeville’s
Mayor, Her Worship, Mrs Brenda
Ramsay;
Mr. Donovan Jones,
Acting Director for Community
Based Training, HEART Trust/NTA;
and Mrs. Villette Lewinson, Career
Development Officer, HEART
Trust/NTA – South Western Region.
Article & Photo by Peter A. P. Gordon
Communications Department
Royal Flat SDA Church
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Spanish Town Adventist Youths Build Home
for the Elderly
he youth of the Spanish
Town
Seventh-day
Adventist Church were
given the awesome responsibility of leading the church in every
capacity during Youth Month held
November 2009.
During the planning session,
chaired by Pastor D. C. Francis,
the youths realized that they were
being trained as future leaders of
the church. They were being given
the opportunity to “be in charge”.
Little did they know that God had
something greater than just being
in charge – He wanted to transform them. This was accomplished
as He used the creative energies
of the youth to re-establish the
youth choir, host inspiring youth
forums which tackled the real issues of youth, but most importantly
through outreach where a house
was constructed for an elderly

E

shut-in at Monk Street in
Spanish Town.
When Pastor Francis,
the youth pastor, explained that he wanted
to have the youth build
a house as a project for a
ninety- year old woman,
the youngsters were hesitant as they had no idea
how to build a house nor
did they know where the
capital would come from.
God, the Great Provider, presented
opportunities, especially in the
inclement economic climate. The
young people were motivated to
work for God and the house was
completed three months after the
project started. It was handed over
in February 2010.
Seeing this project through inspired the young people and drew
them closer to God and to each

	
  

other in the church.
God helped them to help others
and according to one of the youth,
“We will never be the same again.”
Most assuredly, “With such an
army of workers as our youth, rightly trained, might furnish, how soon
the message of a crucified, risen,
and soon-coming Saviour might be
carried to the whole world!” (EGW,
CS p.30)
Article and Photo by Nicole Kerr, Youth First Elder,
Youth Month 2009, Spanish Town SDA

Waltham SDA reaches out
to Dunrobin Community
very other Sunday afternoon members of the
Waltham Seventh-day
Adventist Church, make their way
to the rural community of Dunrobin
in Manchester to conduct an outreach project.
The programme started on
Sabbath June 5, 2010, Follow
the Bible Day, when members of
the Waltham Church distributed
Bibles in Dunrobin and returned
on Sunday June 6 at 3:00 p.m. to
officially launch the outreach programme.
“The objective of this programme
is to answer some of the needs of
the people of Dunrobin by offering
18

friendship and practical solutions
to everyday problems and to
reach out to them in whatever
way possible,” said Sis Jennifer
Bartley Smith, Church Clerk at
Waltham SDA.
The outreach programme
sought to address needs such as: literacy, homework help, Bible study
and health lessons. Individuals
from the community were divided
into groups based on their needs.
The largest group, which had to be
sub-divided, was the literacy and
homework programme, with students ranging from age 21 down to
kindergarten level. The group was
divided by age and teachers assigned

helped persons learn to read or
to improve reading skills, address
basic math problems and improve
reading comprehension. The Bible
study group was the second largest
as participants listened with keen
attention and eagerness to lifechanging truths. The health group
was filled with mostly mothers who
wanted to learn how to achieve a

	
  

healthy diet for she said, “include them in decitheir sion making and explain to them
what school means”. She also
admonished them to make
sacrifices for the children“Get up early in the morning
and make a strong breakfast
…so they can get a head start
for the day”. The parents in the
group nodded in agreement.
Bro Nylan Kennedy told the
families.
children “Don’t let anybody put
On August 22,
you
off, don’t follow Tom Jones, do
	
  
the organizers put together
your own thing and don’t let anya special package to help out with one distract you”. The eager faces
back-to-school expenses. The at- looked up at him as they clutched
tendees received books, pencils, their new books and pencils, ready
crayons and geometry sets so they to take his advice.
would be well prepared for the first
“Thank you very much for
day of school. The gifts were made these books and pencils to help
possible by a kind donor.
us in school,” responded Kemar
Sis Florence Kennedy, a teacher by Broderick, a recipient of the school
profession, encouraged parents to supplies, “we appreciate it very,
help their children do well at school. very much.”
“Lavish them with encouragement,”
“Growing up I didn’t see anyone

Ccertain
elebrating 150 Years To accomplish that, he added, “I
degree of uneasiness and urge each of us in the Seventh-day
more than a little cognitive dissonance in our minds. Think about it.
How can a movement, whose sole
mission is to prepare the world for
the soon coming of Jesus, rejoice
in the 150th anniversary of its distinctive name? How many more
anniversaries must we concede?
How long will this movement continue before the Lord returns?”
Wilson said, “Now is the time
for us to be the human voice of
God, calling people out of spiritual
Babylon as indicated in Revelation
14 and Revelation 18. In a culture
steeped in pluralism, relativism,
humanism, and hedonism, God
has called Seventh-day Adventists
to be a counterculture, end-time
movement in which every member
-- in humble Christ-like confidence
-- is willing to stand for the right
though the heavens fall.”

Adventist Church to unite through
the power of the Holy Spirit in finishing the work entrusted to us. Let
us press together, everyone working
in a united effort, both the organized church, its institutions, and
other entities and the supporting
ministries, many of which belong to
that wonderful organization called
ASI, that work side-by-side with
the official church structure,” he
said, referring to Adventist-laymen’s
Services and Industries.
A key focus of Wilson’s sermon
was the 1901 General Conference
Session held in Battle Creek,
Michigan, and the failure of the
church of that day to receive the
latter rain of the Holy Spirit, which
Ellen G. White, a pioneering cofounder of the movement, believed
God wanted to impart. Recounting
her 1903 vision concerning that

come and reach out to the community like this, so we really appreciate
it…I feel good to make the space
available because my uncle was a
person who liked to give back to
where he’s coming from. Anything
that will benefit the children, I want
to support it,” said Kenroy Finikin,
the owner of the house that is used
for the outreach events.
Lovell Smith, a young lady who
has been attending the project
since it began said “I like it because
I get to meet new people and they
(Waltham members) treat us with
respect”.
It is hoped that with the Holy
Spirit’s watering of the seeds that
are being planted, there will be a
harvest of new believers in the not
too distant future, who can then
go to other communities around
spreading the Good News that
made life in Dunrobin much better.
Article and Photos by Lawrie Henry

time, Wilson quoted White saying it was a failure of leadership to
humble themselves before God.
“I can only lead as I fall at the
foot of the cross and as I personally
spend time with Jesus in His Word,”
Wilson added. “I do not have the
wisdom and ability to lead except
that I receive it from Christ. Today, I
want to confess before you, and my
God, my pride and arrogance, my
selfishness, my neglect of spending
enough time needed with God in
prayer and Bible study and study
of the Spirit of Prophecy,” he said,
referring to White’s compilation of
writings. “I confess to you my envy
and my self-centeredness. I ask
you, as my fellow leaders, for forgiveness. I want to do God’s will. I
want to humble myself before God,
I want to pray and I want to seek
His face. I want the power of the
latter rain in my life. Will you join
me?
19

A

Youth Ambassadors Chosen
at CENCONYOUCA 2010
t
Central
Jamaica
Conference’s
annual
youth camp four Youth
Ambassadors were chosen to represent the Youth Department. The
two boys Justin Miller and Michael
Bennett and two girls Zandra
Powell and Vanessa Campbell
were chosen from the different age
camps, the junior (7-12) and senior
(16 and over) respectively.
Kimberly Thrope, the Youth
Department
Administrative
Assistant and coordinator of the
youth ambassadors programme,
stated that, “the Department came
up with this idea because year after
year they had the camp king and
queen and all that entailed was
a free pass to next year’s camp.
This was not enough, so the camp
committee decided to use the
ambassador theme as this would
indicate service. Hence the goal of
the programme is to make service
the buzz amongst our youth.”
All youth ambassadors must be
baptized members of the Seventhday Adventist Church and have a
basic knowledge of church heritage and organization. The judging
for the selection began as soon as
individuals arrived at camp and
were assigned to their team leaders. Displaying an excellent camp
spirit and being an inspiration to
fellow campers were vital to their
selection. The ability to promote
youth programmes and to inspire
other youth to attend these activities were also crucial criteria,
as Pastor Howard Grant, Youth
and Children’s Ministries Director
pointed out.
He futher stated, “It is all about
service and inspiring other young
20

people to be active participants of
the youth ministries programme.
As a part of their year of service to
the Department, the ambassadors
will: serve as floor members of
the Conference’s Youth Advisory
Committee and their local Youth
Federation; complete two community projects, one selected by the
Department and the other of their
choice; and they will be the voice
or face for camp promotions for the
ensuing year.”
All the Youth Ambassadors expressed a sense of joy and privilege
to serve.
Junior
Youth
Ambassadors,
Justin Miller, a member of the
Clear Park Adventist Church, and
Zandra Powell, a member of the
Spanish Town Adventist Church,
both thanked the Lord and the
Conference for this opportunity to
serve. They both stated that their
favorite text is Philippians 4:13, ‘I
can do all things through Christ
which strengtheneth me.’
“When I heard my name, so
many reactions flooded my mind,
the most prominent however being
that of thanksgiving. Thanksgiving
for this new opportunity to be
God’s instrument for change,” stated Vanessa Campbell, Senior Youth
Ambassador and member of the
Spanish Town Adventist Church.
She went on to say, “I plan to give
of my best in service, share new
ideas, listen to my fellow youths
and work amicably with those in
authority.”
Senior
Youth
Ambassador,
Michael Bennett, a member of
the Braeton Adventist Church, in
responding to the announcement
of his selection stated, “I was filled
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Social Networking and
Christianity
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By Kajha Brown and Tashawna Anderson
Article first appeared in the September 2010 issue
of The Light, a newsletter produced by the Gregory
Park Seventh-day Adventist Church
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with joy for this opportunity to
serve and represent the youths of
the Seventh-day Adventist Church
here in CJC. I plan to implement
and execute the necessary tasks
required by the Youth Department
of CJC with an attitude of diligence
along-side my youth leaders.”
Youth Ambassadors will only be
selected from those in attendance at the annual
Conference youth camps,
as a period of observation
is needed to provide evaluation. All serving Youth
Ambassadors are eligible
to attend camp free of cost
the year after selection.

ell (centre) are flanked

-Article and photos by Kemar T. J.
Douglas

he evolution of social networking has irreversibly
changed the way friends,
family and persons around the world
communicate and keep in touch. It
has become a hot new topic for all age
groups from young to old. However,
with this boom of technological communication, comes a greater sense
of responsibility, particularly among
Christians.
Facebook, MySpace and Twitter
are the most popular of the social
networking sites. Millions of people
visit these sites daily to reconnect with
old friends, meet new ones and keep
friends and family in the loop. These
web sites are also where relationships
are formed… and finished with the
click of a mouse! Anyone can become
a member of these sites, regardless of
hobbies, beliefs, views or status. Once
inside this online community, members can create their own network of
friends, create a profile with personal
information, upload photos and make
profile updates as well as comment on
photos or updates by others.
According
to
Web
Strategy,
Facebook has more than 400 million
active users and 50% of active users
log on to Facebook in any given day.
The average user has 130 friends and
people spend over 500 billion minutes
per month on Facebook. Twitter’s coowner Biz Stone revealed that the site
now has 105 million registered users
and 30,000 people a day are signing
up to tweet.
The worldwide popularity of these
sites is indeed staggering. These figures include millions of Seventh-day
Adventists around the world that use
these websites for the same reasons.
Both young and older members of the
church use this avenue for socializing
and entertainment. Undoubtedly,
CONTINUED ON 22

these
sites
provide a glorious medium
for
keeping
in touch with
other Adventist
Christians, as
well as communicating
God’s Word.
There are several Adventist
churches,
ministers and
institutions
worldwide, including the Central
Jamaica Conference to which Gregory
Park SDA Church belongs, which use
these sites.
However, it is imperative that
Seventh-day Adventists utilize these
sites carefully and ensure that whatever
we do is done to the glory and honour
of God. 1 Timothy 4:12 exhorts us, to
be “an example of the believers, in
word, in conversation, in charity, in
spirit, in faith, in purity”, while Titus
2:12 (NIV) “teaches us to say ‘No’ to
ungodliness and worldly passions, and
to live self-controlled, upright and
godly lives in this present age”.
As such, we should manage our
social network pages wisely; being
careful of what we place on it, including pictures, videos and comments.
Information uploaded or placed online can never be taken back even if
it is later deleted by the user. Other
persons who view our profile can
save or print these words or images,
which we may later regret. Images or
content of a lewd, obscene, graphic or
profane nature should have no place
on a Christian’s page or profile. Online
profiles can ultimately say more about
a person than the things he or she professes in words. Your profile can serve
to enhance or contradict a public image of holiness and may also taint the
perception that non-believers have
about the church.
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Social Network

We must be careful of anything
that may potentially rob us of
spending adequate time with God,
having meaningful contact with our
family and friends and accomplishing productive endeavours. We
must closely monitor the hours we
spend on social network sites, not
allowing it to distract us from our
schoolwork, jobs and other meaningful tasks.
We must ensure that nothing
robs us of our Christian integrity. As
Seventh-day Adventists, we must
keep ourselves apart from the things
of the world although we are a part
of it. When other persons view
our profiles or what we portray on
these social sites, they should only
see Christ reflecting through our
pages. Let us be conscious of our
calling and be responsible Seventhday Adventist Christians so that we
may fulfill our mission which is to
draw others to Christ.

Greenvale SDA

of the pastors and members who
made this realization possible. He
stated that this achievement was a
historic one in the development of
the Church and he looked forward
to their continued growth and determination to help in finishing the
great commission – the proclamation of the gospel to all the world.
Joining in this significant event
form the Conference headquarters were, Pastor Everett Brown,
President; Pastor Levi Johnson,
Secretary; Elder Billy Watson,
Treasurer; Dr. Ivor Harry, Youth
Director; Pastor Kemar Douglas,
Communication, Public Affairs and
Religious Liberty Director; and
Pastor Jonathan Miller, Community
Services Director. Also in attendance were former pastors of the
church.
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Willowdene

that will be needed by the whole
range of students from the Early
Childhood Division all the way
to grade six of the Preparatory
Division. The school will then resell to the parents at 10% cheaper
than the regular book stores.

and the establishing of our Alumni
Association Office. The sponsorship
of WIU was $400,000. 00 and IML
$300,000.00.
We want to use
this opportunity to express our appreciation for the support of West
Indies Union and the Investment COMPETITIONS
The School participates yearly in
Management Limited.
several national and regional school
NEW INTRODUCTIONS
competitions. The latest results are
The school has introduced a new
as follows:
item in the calendar of events called
The National Spelling Bee
“Refinement Week”. This proCompetition - Placed 10th at the
gramme is to assist with the social
parish level
development of the student popuJamaica Cultural Development
lation with emphasis on etiquette,
Commission Festival of the
modesty, politeness, grooming,
Performing Arts - Won several silver
affability, sociability, cordiality,
and bronze medals.
self-control, kindness, gentleness,
Jamaica
National
Spanish
meekness and graciousness. This
Teachers
Association
Spanish
programme was designed by the
Festival - won three gold medals.
head of the Home Economics deJamaica
Science
Teachers
partment, Mrs. Hyatt-Gayle.
Association of Jamaica Science
The school is currently making
Public Speaking Competition - The
final arrangements for the introschool was placed first in the eastduction of a computerized School
ern region of the island and fifth
Management and Information
place at the national level. Tajae
System. The SMIS will create an acFerguson was the only fifth former
count for each student and collect
in the finals. All other competitors
and accumulate their records in
were sixth formers. He is one (1) of
one central database. To facilitate
six students selected to represent
this each student will be assigned
Jamaica in the regional competition
a unique identification number
in Trinidad.
that will track the student through
National
Science
Quiz
the school system. This will include
Competitions – placed second in
students in all divisions. The perthe 7-9 category.
manent student record will include
Jamaica Public Service Company
data on attendance, performance,
Scientific Research Council of
achievements and behavior. It will
Jamaica, Jamaica Science Teachers
generate reports, attendance reAssociation Science Exhibition.
cords and transcripts.
Ministry of Education Health and
The creation of the central stuFamily Life Education Culturama
dent records database will give the
competition - The school was
school powerful tools for planning,
placed first in both the primary and
monitoring, evaluating, assessing,
secondary categories.
tracking, research and quality conEast Jamaica Conference Athletics
trol.
Championship - Won the chamProvision has been made for the
pionship last year and defended it
school to acquire all the textbooks
successfully this year.
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Central Jamaica Conference
of Seventh-day Adventists
M
ISSION
V
ISION
Statement
Statement
EVERY MEMBER TRANSFORMED AND
ANCHORED in the body of Christ in
readiness for His imminent return.

TO PROCLAIM THE EVERLASTING
GOSPEL by impacting communities and
preparing people in Central Jamaica
Conference for Christ's imminent return.

STRATEGIC ISSUES

1.

SPIRITUAL GROWTH AND DISCIPLESHIP:- Members experiencing transformation
and a deeper personal relationship with God, nurtured through a firm commitment to
spiritual disciplines such as, worship, prayer, Bible study, self-denial, fellowship and
Mission.

2.

EVANGELISM:-Members engaged in fulfilling the mandate of Jesus Christ by
proclaiming the gospel through exemplary lifestyle, relationships and witnessing
activities.

3.

DEVELOPMENT:-Employing creative and innovative measures to increase and expand
our resources, finances and infrastructure in keeping with the needs of the
organization and members.

4.

QUALITY OF LIFE AND COMMUNITY IMPACT:- Creating an atmosphere in which our
members demonstrate the character of Christ in lifestyle values, wholistic living, and
contribute to the upliftment of their community.

5.

EQUIPPING AND SERVICE:- Developing and training our workers and members
through formal and non-formal education to effectively fulfill the mission of the
Church through committed service.

Core Values
Equality
Equity
Integrity
Responsibility
Respect
Excellence Honesty
Forgiveness
Love
Dignity
Fairness
Punctuality
Loyalty
Humility
Honesty
Transparency
Dedication
Truthfulness Compassion
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