President’s Message

Pastor Levi Johnson, President

Greetings to you and family.
We are grateful for the use of technology in helping to chronicle the high-

Editorial

Pastor Damian Chambers

D

uring 2018, the Conference conducted its 5th Quadrennial Session in the month of June under the
theme, “His Plan: Our Mission”. Not
only have we elected leaders for the
next 4 years, but the newly elected leaders took time to review and implement
new strategic plans for the Conference
to take us through those 4 years.
During the planning retreat, the general principle that emanated was the
idea that we need to do ministry as
Jesus did—we need to follow His
example. Our strategic imperatives,
therefore, speak to living like Jesus,

lights of what God has done through
us in 2018. Commendations and congratulations to the Communication
Department on publishing this issue
of the Central Focus Magazine. To our
editors, photographers, news writers
and graphic artists, we say thank you.
Our focus in for 2019 is Total Member
Involvement. We invite all members
to engage in the mission to reach all
people by using all media. Our strategic plans for the new quadrennium
are to be carried out based on our five
strategic imperatives, (1) Committed
to Christlike Living, (2) Communication, Education & Development, (3)
Preaching, Teaching and Discipline,

(4) Comprehensive Health Ministries
and (5) Committed to Serving Humanity.
As the world advance in the use of
technology, the church will continue
to adapt its methods to utilize these
technologies for the mission. However, we caution that love for technology should not overwhelm our love for
the mission.
We invite you to continue to support
our radio programmes, connect with
us on social media and help to spread
the word into all the world.

His Plan: Our Mission
preaching and teaching as He did,
using health principles to touch people’s lives, serving humanity as He
did and growing the human, financial
and physical resources of the Church
in CJC.
Imperative #1—Committed to Christlike Living - invites members of the
church to model Jesus, not only in
practicing the spiritual disciplines,
but to pattern His behaviour. This, we
believe, is true spirituality.
Impetrative #2—Preaching, Teaching
and Discipling - covers evangelism
and nurturing. The evangelism mantra
that’s adopted by CJC is that “Christ
Method alone will bring true success in
reaching the people.” We intend to establish each church in CJC as an evangelism centre, using Christ’s Method
as the framework. Once done correctly,
using Christ’s Method of evangelism
prepares the way for an effective discipleship programme.
Imperative#3 — Comprehensive Health
Ministry - is established because it is a
current and relevant felt need in our
communities and we believe that this is
the main ministry through which Jesus
touched people— healing the sick. We

promote a holistic approach to healthy
living.
Imperative #4—Serving Humanity - is
based on the principles of brotherly
love and compassion. We minister to
the needs of persons within the community (both within and outside the
church) from a heart of love for people.
Imperative #5—Communication, Education and Development - speak to
our commitment to grow the physical,
financial and human resources of the
Churches through education, training
and donation.
We invite all pastors, members, workers of the Conference and lay workers
to partner with us by using these strategic imperatives to reach our community for Jesus and help to prepare men
and women for His Second Coming.
The strategic plans are highly featured in this edition of the Central
Focus Magazine. Please take time to
read and share with your friends and
family.
Damian Chambers
Communication, Health and Assistant
to the President for Evangelism
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CJC takes First Prize at Jamaica Union
Bible Connection Competition 2018

CHRISTLIKE LIVING

representatives of the East Jamaica Conference with 415 each. The
other CJC representative, Alecia Walton of the Dover Church
placed 4th with 395 points.
Chantelle has earned the right to
represent the Jamaica Union at
the Inter-American Division (IAD)
Bible Bowl Connection, to be held
December 1, 2018 in Belize.

Chantelle Wynter of the Bellas Gate Seventh-day Adventist
church and Central Jamaica Conference took first prize during the
Jamaica Union Bible Connection
competition (formerly Bible Bowl
Competition) held at the St. Ann’s
Bay Church on Sabbath afternoon,
October 20, 2018.
Chantelle Wynter came out on top
with 460 points, followed by two

The Bible Connection 2018 competition focused on the books of Matthew, Mark, Luke and few chapters in the book The Desire of Ages
by Ellen G. White.
According to Pastor Kevan Barnaby, Youth Director of CJC, “The
objective of Bible Connection is to
get more youth to develop an appetite for studying the Word.” According to him, above the awards
and recognition is the “greater
joy that comes with studying the

Word and improving one’s relationship with Jesus.”
“As Youth Director of CJC”, Barnaby says, “I pray that more of our
young people will give more time
to the study of the Bible”.
He said that the Administration of
the conference congratulate Chantelle and has promised to recognize her tangibly for her efforts
during the Bible Connection 2018.
Chantelle Wynter, a former student
of Northern Caribbean University,
currently works as a Medical Technologist at the University Hospital
of the West Indies. Her philosophy
is, “In the end it will be ok, if it’s
not okay, it’s not the end.”
She also serves her local church as
Pathfinder Director and Assistant
AY Leader.

CHRISTLIKE LIVING
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CJC Launches
“Praying in the Spirit and the Word”
Programme during Prayer Convention
where members were encouraged to read the word of God
regularly.
The difference is that “we are
focusing on praying the word”,
said Johnson. During the launch,
Pastor Johnson gave the Bible to
members of the Kitson Town
pastoral district, signaling the
start of the programme.

Programme set to encourage
members to pray according to
the Bible
During a Prayer Convention,
held April 6-7, 2018 at Camp
Verley, St. Catherine, Pastor
Levi Johnson, President and
Prayer Ministries Coordinator
for Central Jamaica Conference
(CJC) of Seventh-day Adventists
launched, “Praying in the Spirit
and the Word”. This programme
will see a special Bible travel
to each pastoral district in CJC
over a one-year period to inspire
reading of the word and united
prayer.

The programme will start at the
Kitson Town district and ends
“Sometimes our prayers are not with the Family of God district,
in tune with the Word”, he con- April 13, 2019. The full listing
tinued, as he shared with the and schedule are on the CJC
over 1,000 persons who attended website.
the Prayer Convention on SabThe Prayer Convention at Camp
bath the 7th of April. “We want
Verley, was held under the
to line up our prayers with the
theme, “When we Pray”. During
word”, said Pastor Johnson.
the divine service on Sabbath
Morning, Guest Speaker, PasInspired by Follow the Bible
tor Peter Joseph, Executive SecPastor Johnson also stated that
retary for the South Bahamas
Praying in the Spirit and the
Conference presented a sermon
Word programme was inspired
titled, “The God Situation”.
by the Follow the Bible initiative
by the General Conference in Pastor Joseph shared that some2009/2010. According to the Min- times we forget where God has
istry Magazine, The Follow the brought us from. He mentioned
Bible initiative was launched to that it is the “God situation”
“to lift up the Bible as the Word why we are here. The ‘God situof God, to highlight its relevance ation’, “refers to those situations
as being a message that address- we meet that only God can delives all people, all cultures, all er us from” says Pastor Joseph.
times, and to encourage our people to spend quality time with References:
Satelmajer, N. and Hucks II, W.
the Bible” .

According to Pastor Johnson,
“once the Bible comes to your
church/district, the prayer ministries team will read together a
designated passage of Scripture
(a selected prayer from the Bible)
and pray according to the prom(2009) “Follow the Bible: a journey
ises and commands found in the During the programme one to spiritual renewal”.
passage.” “The idea is to get our multi-language Bible traveled Ministry Magazine. 81(1).
members to pray the Scriptures”, to all the countries of the world
says Pastor Johnson.
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Pastors, Lay Preachers in CJC will conduct
Over 65 Evangelistic Series for Preach-a-Thon 2018

A

s part of the final evangelistic
thrust for 2018, the Central Jamaica Conference (CJC) of Seventh-day
Adventists, for the 4th year running
will be impacting communities with
over 65 Evangelistic Series during
Lay Preach-a-Thon 2018.
These evangelistic series will be conducted as extensions to the Annual
Week of Prayer 2018. Week of Prayer
will be hosted in all 220 churches, but
some churches will use another week
or two for evangelistic outreach in
their communities.

Preach-a-thon Speaker 2017 Evangelist
Burgess | Credits: Andrew Johnson.

Preach-a-Thon was launched in 2015
as a tool for motivating and mobilizing the lay preachers for the final
quarter of the year. It was previously
dubbed ‘Lay Preach-a-thon’. However, for this year, the word ‘Lay’
was removed to indicate that Preacha-thon is not only for Lay members,
said Conference president, Pastor
Levi Johnson, but for Pastors, Workers of the Conference and all members of the churches in Central Jamaica Conference.

Officers and Directors for the 2018-2022 Quadrennium

Levi Johnson
President

Kevan Barnaby

Youth, Pathfinder and Music

Everett Smith

Community Services and
Publishing

Nevail Barrett

Billy Watson

Executive Secretary, Public
Affairs and Religious Liberty

Treasurer, Development
and ASI

Claudia Bailey

Daniel Pink

Women, Children and
Adolescents

Ruth Walcott

Prayer and Conservation

Ministerial

Thomas Bryan

Stewardship and Trust Services

Damian Chambers

Barrington McLean

Assistant to the President for
Evangelism, Communication
and Health

Sabbath School, Personal
Ministries and Special Needs

Clifton Knight

Roy Dennis

Education, Men and Spirit of
Prophecy

Leroy Ross

Associate Treasurer

Family

Charles Bulgin

Associate Communication
Director
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Delroy Ferguson

Bible School and
Conference Evangelist

Marjorie Edwards
Assistant Publishing
Director

Dexter Dennis Snr

Everton Nathan

Lincoln Allen

Assistant Publishing
Director

Linford Farquharson

Auditor

Auditor

Auditor

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANTS

Deon Henry

Medical Missions
Coordinator, Health,
Women and Children

Maxine Campbell
Family Ministries and
Ministerial

Claudette Grant

Jasmine Miller

Sabbath School, Personal
Ministries and
Communication

Alethea Brown-Wellington

Sandra Parker

President

Executive Secretary

Treasurer

Sandra Rhone

Racquel Watson

CUNA, Stewardship

Orinthia Cole

Youth, Education, Men and
Spirit of Prophecy

Human Resource Officer

Elethia Robinson
Camp Verley Manager

OFFICE STAFF

Leaford Scarlett
Office Manager

Muriel Grant
Receptionist

Kimarley Walker

Andrew Johnson

Roxwell Lawrence

Gregory Corrodus
Accountant

Resource Room Assistant

Eunice Palmer

Omari Gillepsie

Sonia Moncrief

Norman Barrett

Leroy Guy

Production Assistant

Cashier

Technical Assistant

CUNA

Chief Accountant

Janitor

Driver

Joenell Anglin

Caretaker

CJC launches a Programme to Strengthen Weak Churches
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The Church Resuscitation Programme is expected to impact at least 48 Churches over 4 years

C

entral Jamaica Conference is on
a drive to strengthen all ‘weak’
churches within the Conference
through its newly launched ‘Church
Resuscitation Programme’.
According to Conference President,
Pastor Levi Johnson, “we have identified 48 such churches that we will
be targeting with the Church Resuscitation Programme over the next
four years.”
Pastor Johnson was speaking during
the first Leaders’ Council for the
2018-2022 quadrennium held at the
Spanish Town Church on Sunday,
September 9, 2018. Over 200 per-

ant part of the strategy is to assign a
Pastor or Ministerial Graduate to the
church for no less than six months to
assist the church with the implementation of the growth strategies.
This pastor, under the supervision
of the district Pastor, will do regular
visitation of church and community members, assist with organizing
worship services and some of the
administrative work of the church.

sons including Pastors, Elders and
Church Leaders were in attendance.
According to the document for the
programme, “The purpose of the
Church Resuscitation Initiative is
to establish each church in Central
Jamaica Conference as a healthy
growing church.”
The document states that the conference has established some “minimum standards” by which each
church will be evaluated. These include functioning worship services,
activate administrative meetings
and an established church growth
strategy.
The idea is that once a church is
identified as a weak church, a strategy will be put in place to set it on
a path towards growth. An import-

For 2018/2019, the following eight (8)
churches are targeted for the Church
Resuscitation Programme, beginning August and September 2018.

Success at Mitchell’s Town
Pastor Thomas Bryan, Stewardship
Director of the Conference, who
was assigned to the Mitchell’s Town
Church, shared that after two weeks,
they are experiencing much success
from the programme. Pastor Bryan
reported that the attendance of the
church moved from two (2) to 29 between August 25, and September 1,
2018.
Pastor Bryan said he invited the
members to do house-to-house visitation during the week, prepared
lunch for Sabbath and did what they
could to minister to various community needs.

CHURCH

PARISH

Pastor/Ministerial Graduate Assigned

Aenon Town
Gravel Hill
Richmond Park
Mitchell’s Town
Hope
St Toolies
Corletts Road

Clarendon
Clarendon
Clarendon
Clarendon
Manchester
Manchester
St. Catherine

Jermaine Williams
Not yet assigned a Pastor
Neil Lindsay
Dr. Thomas Bryan
Leonardo Turner
Bobby Grizzel
Vincent Lounds

Coordinator Appointed
Pastor Daphne Henry, assistant Pastor
of the May Pen Church was voted by
the Executive Committee of the Conference to oversee the operations of
the Church Resuscitation Programme.
The vote took place on August 29, 2018
and takes immediate effect.

He said that Bible Class is now active at the church, and the members
are very happy about what is taking
place at their church through the
Church Resuscitation programme.

The ‘New’ Newport District of Churches
Welcomes Pastor Devon Champier
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lation service. In his remarks,
Watson shared the strategic plans
of the Conference for the next four
years, driven by the theme “God’s
Plan – Our Mission”. He outlined
plans for ‘Mission Project 2019’
and solicited the support of each
member as emphasis is placed on
impacting lives with Total Member Involvement.
Pastor Devon Champier

T

he Central Jamaica Conference
has reorganized the Newport
District of Churches. Formerly
Newport A and Newport B, the
Districts are now Newport and
Grove Town.

Pastor Champier in his response
after being installed, reminded
the congregation of where we are
coming from as a church.
“I believe with all my heart that
this is God’s Church...every member of this Church must recognize

Elders of the Newport District of Churches along with Pastor Billy Watson (7th from
left), and Pastor Devon Champier (8th from left). | Credits: Garfield Forbes

On Sabbath afternoon, August
4, 2018, the “new” Newport District of Churches, which includes
Newport, Rest Store, Port Mahoe
and Blenheim Town, welcomed
Pastor Devon Champier, who was
installed as the District Pastor for
the next four years.
Pastor Billy Watson, Treasurer of
Central Jamaica Conference (CJC)
officiated at the afternoon instal-

you have a part to play in fulfilling the mission...” In his closing
call to commitment, he quoted Ellen White “that not one in twenty
whose names are registered upon
the church books are prepared to
close their earthly history and
would be as verily without God
and without hope in the world
as the common sinner” and expressed the hope that this prophecy may not fulfil on us.

“I am looking forward to working with the brethren. The primary focus is evangelism, but
along with that we have to build
the brethren, so that they become
solid – not just Christians but
disciples of Jesus, knowing what
their responsibilities are,” added
Champier.
Elder Dexter Williams of the Rest
Store Church, in officially welcoming Pastor Champier on behalf of the District, noted that “we
commit to working alongside you
as we accomplish the work of advancing the Kingdom this side of
the vineyard…we promise to hold
up the prophet’s hand when we
come to the brink of the Red Sea…
we assure you of our cooperation
in carrying out the mandate of
the worldwide church, Jamaica
Union and Central Jamaica Conference”
The Churches in south Manchester have gone through many transitions in the past thirty years,
when it was once dubbed “the
mighty south”, with thirteen (13)
churches. Changes have seen
a split to “Knockpatrick” and
“Newport Districts”, then the
Newport District was adjusted to
“Newport A and B”.
The District said goodbye to Pastor Delroy Bicknell who served
since October 2014.
Lisa-marie Samuels
Communication Secretary, Rest Store
Seventh-day Adventist Church.

TEACHING, PREACHING, DISCIPLING
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CJC says Bon Voyage to Two Outstanding Pastors

C

entral Jamaica Conference will be
losing two of its outstanding pastors to migration as of August 1, 2018.
Pastors Lorenzo King and Donald
Francis will be leaving to the United
States.
During a special service of appreciation, office staff, pastors and other employees to CJC expressed kind words
to both pastors and their wives.

Pastors Donald Francis, Lorenzo King and their wives Popsan and Esther pose for a
photo during their “send-off ” service. In photo: [Left to Right] Donald Francis (Pastor),
Popsan Francis, Lorenzo King (Pastor) and Esther King. As of August 1, 2018, both
pastors and their wives will be breaking service with CJC. | Credits: Damian Chambers

Pastor Levi Johnson

Pastor Lorenzo King has completed 23
years of service to CJC. He did internship in the Mandeville and Newport
districts and served the Browns Town
(when it was part of CJC), Portmore,
Watermount, Sydenham and Family of God districts as pastor. He also
served as Education Director for the
2014-2018 period. During his ministry, Pastor King is known to be a successful evangelist and creative pastor.
He is married to Esther and they have
3 adult children.
Pastor Donald Francis started with CJC
in 2010 and has since distinguished

himself as a successful evangelist. He
completed his internship in the Linstead and Toll Gate districts and was
assigned as district pastor to the Spalding and Race Course pastoral districts.
He was ordained in 2015. He is married to Popsan, a teacher of English at
the High School level.
Conference President, Pastor Levi
Johnson expressed appreciation to
both families for their work in CJC.
He said, “We are placing you in the
hands of God. When a Pastor decides
to relocate, it can be challenging. We
wish you well. Your Conference will
always be there for you. Go and may
God grant you His blessings. Go with
God and thank you for all that you
have done to contribute to the ministry in CJC.”

Expressions of gratitude were also
done on behalf of the Ministerial Fraternity and the CJC Shepherdess club.
Pastor Romone Phoenix represented
the CJC Ministerial Fraternity. Pastor
Phoenix expressed that he was grateful for the impact that both men have
on the fraternity and for the counsel
they gave. Mrs. Roxanne Chambers
shared on behalf of the Sherpherdesses. She said that both Popsan and Esther were mentors to herself and other members of the club. “They will be
greatly missed”, said Mrs. Chambers.
Both families also thanked the CJC
family for its contribution to their development and solicited the prayers
of their colleagues.

Deaf Church Crusade Inspires Women; Two Baptised
Two deaf women found a new source
of joy when they said ‘yes’ to Jesus
through baptism.
In a crusade recently held at the Portmore Seventh-day Adventist Church
for the Deaf in April 2018, Horeana
Robinson and Nabriska Roach acted
on their faith which had grown by
‘hearing’ the word of God.
The two-week crusade was part
of the Operation Huldah initiative

planned by the Women Ministries Department of Central Jamaica Conference (CJC).

Mae-Ester Robinson, member of the
Deaf Church. Mae-Ester was the main
speaker for the recently held 2-week
evangelistic series at the Deaf Church
in Portmore. | Credits: Facebook

Member of the Deaf Church, Ma-Ester Robinson delivered the sermons.
Under the theme ‘Revere Jesus
Christ with Womanhood’, Robinson
preached on women of the Bible including Mary- mother of Jesus, Ruth,
Dorcas and Mary Magdalene.
Robinson has preached before, but
this was her first crusade. She said

10 the experience was as sweet as honey

Sabbath of the campaign. The two
women were being worked with before and finally made their decisions
during the series of meetings. Both,
Nabriska and Horeana, are happy
they got baptised.
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to her.

“It was like a piece of heaven. I
would love to see it [happen] repeatedly so I can preach to all the women
and girls out there and inspire them
to be like the great women of the
Holy Word, the Bible,” said Robinson in a recent interview.
Pastor of the Deaf Church, Coneil
Morgan, says the meetings were attended by both hearing and deaf
persons. Three interpreters ensured
everyone understood.
He says in addition to the sermons
the meetings included song service
(songs were signed), a season of
prayer and a feature where hearing

“I am learning a lot of new things.
I believe in God and I want to be in
a good relationship with Him,” said
Horeana.

Coniel Morgan, Pastor of the Portmore Seventh-day Adventist Church
for the Deaf | Credits: Facebook

persons learned some sign language.
The baptism took place on the final

The Deaf Church has been opening
access to the gospel to the marginalized deaf community since its establishment in 2016. Over 40 persons
regularly attend the services on Sabbaths.

73-Year-Old Man Convinced about
the Sabbath after Watching 3ABN
on his Cable Television. He said as he
watched the programmes each evening, the question about the Sabbath
Commandment came up. He started
to ask questions of persons from various denominations about the Sabbath. Mr. Whitticker said he was surprised at the responses he got.

A

73-year-old man, who had never been to an Adventist Church
until he requested Bible Studies, says
he was convinced about the validity
of the Sabbath from watching 3ABN
(3 Angels Broadcasting Network).
Mr. Hue Whitticker, who lives in
Portmore, St. Catherine, said he
grew up attending the New Testament Church of God where his father was a Minister. Four months
ago, he joined his wife as a member
of the Moravian Church.
However, Mr. Whitticker said two
years ago he started watching 3ABN

When he asked persons, “Why are
you ignoring the Sabbath Commandment”, Mr. Whitticker said that
he did not get a satisfactory answer.
Some ignored it; others did not consider it important and some gave answers that could not be validated by
the Bible.
Mr. Whitticker said he found the answers to his questions while watching 3ABN. After deciding that this is
the way he wanted to go, he visited
the Portmore Seventh-day Adventist
Church during the Net 2018 series;
responded to an altar call and requested Bible Studies.

Elder Myers, a long-time friend of
Mr. Whitticker for over 30 years and
member of the Portmore Church,
said that Mr. Whitticker urged him
to study the Bible with him. This he
did, and after weeks of Bible studies,
Mr. Whitticker made the decision to
become a member of the Adventist
Church through Baptism. He was
baptized on Sabbath, March 31, 2018.
Mr. Whittaker says he is now part of
the New Believers Bible Class and is
enjoying it very much.
Net 2018 is an online evangelistic series by the Central Jamaica Conference that was held between February
18 to March 10. It was hosted by the
Portmore Church with Evangelist L.
David Harris as the main presenter.
Published: 25-05-2018 | Damian Chambers,
Director of Communications, Health
Ministries and Assistant to the
President for Church Growth

On your Marks, Get Set

11

Comprehensive Health Ministry

CJC Spanskill 5k Health & Charity Run Walk Officially Launched

T

he Central Jamaica Conference
(CJC) and the Spanish Town
Skills Training Centre (STSTC) officially launched their flagship 5k
health & charity run walk on Tuesday October 2, 2018.
The 5k health & charity run/walk is
being staged as the commemoration
for the twentieth year of training and
service to the community offered by
the Spanish Town Skills Training
Centre (STSTC).
The actual run will take place on October 14, 2018 at the GC Foster College beginning at 7: 00 am. However,
warm up will be done at 6:30am, by
Greg’s Extreme fitness, one of the
sponsors for the event.

Pastor Damian Chambers, Health
Ministries Director of the Central Jamaica Conference and Events Manager, declaring the 5k health and charity
run walk officially launched.

Pastor Damian Chambers, Health
Ministries Director of the Central
Jamaica Conference and Events
Manager said that what the Spanish
Town Skills Training Centre is doing
is something that is strongly supported by the Administration and Health
Ministries Department of CJC.
He also added that this event is being

done as an investment in our young
people.
“We are empowering young people to
prepare themselves to be responsible
adults in gaining employment through
the acquisition of skills,” he said.

Inspector Judith Pownall, of St. Catherine North Police Division bringing
greetings at the official launch of the
5k health and charity run walk
Councilor of the Ensom Division Mr.
George Moody (representing the Hon.
Olivia ‘Babsy’ Grange the Member
Parliament for St. Catherine Central
and Minister of Minister of Culture,
Gender, Entertainment and Sport)
speaking at the launch of 5k Health
and Charity run walk.

During the launch, Councilor of the
Ensom Division Mr. George Moody
(representing the Hon. Olivia ‘Babsy’ Grange the Member Parliament
for St. Catherine Central and Minister of Minister of Culture, Gender,
Entertainment and Sport) highlighted the fact that the walk is not only
for fun or health, but for charity
and commended the church and the
skills training center for staging this
initiative.
“We have seen where healthy living
and persons taking care of themselves is becoming a challenge.
Therefore, for the church to be collaborating with the skills training
centre to launch this event can only
mean one thing”, said Mr. Moody,
“that we will have a healthy so-

ciety.” And “A healthy society is a
happy one”, he added.
Inspector Judith Pownall, of the St.
Catherine North Police Division also
brought greetings and emphasized
that officers will be integral in the
safety of the persons participating in
the run.
Proceeds from the event will assist
with the construction of a Computer Lab for the skills training Centre;
a portion will go towards the Spanish Town Infirmary, Alta Vista Children’s Home (CJC), as well as the
Sunbeam Boy’s Home in Spring Village, St. Catherine.
This initiative is sponsored by NCU
FM, Premiere Entertainment, Peak
bottling company Limited, and Jamaica Athletics Administrative Association.
Kimarley Walker Medley, Technical
Producer wrote this article.

Comprehensive Health Ministry
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Adventist Health Professionals Association (AHPA)
Re-established during Hiram S. Walters Health Summit 2018
go together.
“Physical healing is bound up in the
work of the gospel commission, therefore it is necessary to commit completely to living a healthy lifestyle so
as to experience total transformation
and use health ministry as an effective tool for outreach,” he said.
During the service on Sabbath, special
presentations were done on the following topics:
Pastor Damian Chambers, Health
Ministries Director (CJC), speaking at
the H.S. Walters Health Summit.

The Seventh-day Adventist Church
in Central Jamaica through its Health
Ministries Department had the third
staging of its annual Health Summit
and Lecture Series in memory of the
late Hiram S. Walters, the first President of CJC and highlights the services offered by the Adventist-owned
and operated Health Center (H.S.
Walters Health Center).
This summit was held on the weekend
of July 21-22, 2018 at the Sydenham
SDA Church in St. Catherine.
The summit started with a Worship
Service on Sabbath, July 21, under the
theme “Extending the Healing Ministry of Jesus”.
“The reason Jesus’ approach to evangelism was so effective, is that He identified with and ministered to people’s felt
needs”, says Pastor Damian Chambers,
Health Ministries Director, CJC.

1.

The Healing Power of Practicing
a Healthy Lifestyle Parts 1 & 2,
by Dr. Michelle K-A Hamilton,
Naturopathic Medical Doctor.

2.

The Hand that Strengthens the
Gospel by Pastor Francis West,
Medical Missionary.

Mrs. Deon Henry, Administrative
Assistant to the Health Ministries
Department said the presentations
during the Health Summit were timely and relevant.
“Through the summit we were reminded that despite our best efforts
in terms of practicing the Laws of
Health [healthy eating, increased
physical activity, adequate rest &
sunshine, moderation in all things
and getting enough sleep], it is having
a faith that is grounded in Jesus, that
makes the difference. It is Jesus who
does the Healing,” she said.

He added, “We are to extend the
healing ministry of Jesus, not only in
helping to relieve the sick, but to give
instructions in principles of healthy
living.”
Meanwhile divine hour speaker, Pastor Dudley Hosin, Health Ministries
Director, Jamaica Union Conference
cautioned that Salvation and Health

Pastor Dudley Hosin, Health Ministries Director, (JAMU), speaking at
the recently held H.S. Walters Health
Summit.

An important part of healing is practicing a healthy lifestyle.
The Adventist Health Professionals
Association
A major highlight of the weekend’s
program was the re-establishment
of the Adventist Health Professionals Association – CJC chapter, first
launched in 2012 Sunday 22, 2018.

Dr Noel McLennon attending to a child
during the free back-to-school health
clinic members held for members

The objectives of this Association are
in harmony with those of the Seventhday Adventist Church and includes
the following:
1. To foster and ensure a strong fraternal bond among a diverse group
of Seventh-day Adventists, namely:
Physicians, Nurses, Physiotherapist,
Medical Technologists, Pharmacist,
and their allied, Phlebotomist and
other health workers and “friends of
the Association” worldwide and to
encourage and strengthen an attitude
of loyalty among them towards Medical Missionary endeavors.
2. To advance worldwide health evangelism through education, promotion,
evaluation, research and financial
support.

community by extending the healing
ministry of Jesus.
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“It is customary to host a free clinic as part of the H.S. Walters Health
Summit to impact communities, but
this year, we specifically focused on
back-to-school medicals, because it is
summer and most parents are looking
to get their children’s medicals done”,
he said.

Members of the newly re-established Adventist Health Professionals Administrations.

Members of the Association are as follows:
1. Dr Noel McLennon - President
2. Ms. Yvonne Campbell
-Vice President
3. Mrs. Deon Henry -Secretary
4. Mrs. Kameel Adul-Kareem
- Ass. Secretary
5. Mr. Walton Hanlan -Treasurer
6. Mr. Jermaine Nicholas
-Ass. Treasurer
7. Mrs. Irma Wilson
-Public Relations Officer
8. Ms. KerryAnn Henry
-Ass. Public Relations Officer

9.

Pastor Damian Chambers
- Ex-officio.

Each member of the association are
experienced health care professionals.
Free Back- to-School Health Clinic
On Sunday, July 22, 2018, the summit
continued with a free Back- to- School
Health Clinic.
According to Pastor Damian Chambers Health Ministries Director, CJC
the HS Walters Health Summit is
geared at meeting the needs of the

“That is what Jesus did he ministered
to the need of the community and we
want to do likewise as we look for a
great need in the community and assist” he said.
The Health Clinic, which was held at
the H.S. Walters Health Center saw
over 50 persons receiving medical attention by the three (3) doctors, volunteer nurses and medical missionaries
that were present.
All attendees were treated to healthy a
burger and juice after being attended to.
Published: 27-07-2018 | Kimarley Walker
Medley, Technical Producer/ Resource
Coordinator
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Newly Certified Medical Missionaries
Conduct Community Health Expo
Association (AHPA) for the Jamaica
Union was the guest speaker during
the dedication service. Dr. Gombelle,
charged the trainees to collaborate
with other Adventist health professionals for guidance and counsel in
carrying out their work.

Dr. Bongelo Gombelle, President of the
Adventist Health Professionals Association (AHPA) for the Jamaica Union.

A group of 83 health promoters/medical missionaries conducted their first
Community Health Expo after completing an 80-hours health evangelism
training programme.

Participants from this programme
were trained in areas of Hydrotherapy, Massage, Health Evangelism,
Health Talks, Nutrition, Vegetarian
Cooking and Common Diseases. The
trainees were also exposed to spiritual
topics such as Prophecy, Evangelism
and Christian Living.

The dedication service took place on
Sabbath, April 28, 2018 at the Spanish
Town Church and the Community
Health Expo the following day, Sunday, April 29, 2018.
The health training programme
was hosted by the Central Jamaica
Conference and the Jamaica Union
Health Ministries Departments and
was conducted by representatives
from LIGHT (Lay Institute for Global
Health Training).
LIGHT is a supporting ministry of
the Seventh-day Adventist church
devoted to providing health evangelism training worldwide, according to
their website.
This one-month training was the first
of its kind in Jamaica and was designed to train lay members with the
knowledge and practical experience
necessary to minister to the physical,
mental, and spiritual needs of individuals and communities.
Dr. Bongelo Gombelle, president of
the Adventist Health Professionals

Shaniel Fisher, one of the LIGHT presenters charging trainees to remain focused on mission.

During the service, Shaniel Fisher,
one of the LIGHT presenters who
did the training, charged the Medical Missionaries to always be in full
cooperation with the leadership/administration of the Church; to serve
with humility and with an excellent
spirit and to share compassionately
the principles of health with the community.
Pastor Damian Chambers, Health
Ministries Director of CJC, said he was
happy for the training, because we
now have more lay members who are
equipped to help “extend the healing
ministry of Jesus”. Pastor Chambers
commended the graduates for sticking to the task despite the rigorous
nature of the training schedule. The

programme covered 80-hours’ worth
of training for 4 days each week.

Jennifer Savariau Morris, from the
Hellshire Church, and one of the trainees speaking on behalf of the graduates.

Jennifer Savariau Morris, from the
Hellshire Church, and one of the
trainees who spoke on behalf of the
graduates, said the training was a
dream longed for that God made possible. “We have the message and will
not be silent”, she said, “we will not
let our time being trained as Medical
Missionaries, be in vain, we are committed to help to finish the work God
has called us to do.”
First Health Expo
As part of their practicum, the trainees conducted a health expo on April
29, 2018 at the Willowdene Group of
Schools (WGS) auditorium in partnership with the Parent and Teachers Association of the WGS.
During the expo over 60 persons
were attended to for services such
as Height and Body Fat Percentage
Checks, Blood Pressure checks, Hydrotherapy, anti-stress back massage,
health counselling and much more.
The expo was organized with 8 stations—each focusing on one of the 8
laws of health—nutrition, exercise,
water, sunlight, temperance, air, rest
and trust in God.
Published: 04-05-2018 | CJC Staff

Post Road Dedicated after 38 Years in Building
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“I am very pleased to be part of such
an important achievement in the life
of this community as we seek to provide spiritual nurture to all, especially young minds who are tomorrow’s leaders,” he noted.

T

he Post Road Seventh-day Adventist Church, located in North
Eastern St. Catherine, may be small,
but their love for God and the community appears to be mighty indeed.

“This is a significant and happy occasion,” he said. “It will be a home
for this church family, and every
inch will be filled with the blessings
of God.”

It was that love that inspired the congregation of approximately 70 men,
women and children to unite hands,
heart and resources to complete the
church building in time for its dedication.

Pastor Lyle left shortly afterward,
and Pastor O. B. McKenzie guided the church forward that saw the
members worshiping in their new
building on February 11, 1982. Since
that time, the plans for the church
dedication has always been a vision
of the members.
This vision became reality on Sunday August 26, 2018 under the leadership of Pastor David Riley (who
served from 2014- 2018).
Pastor David Riley said the church
was being dedicated to God and to
the welfare of the community.

Pastor Riley said that the building project began more than a year ago and
was made possible with the help of
the CJC administration and the many
committed and faithful members.
“We ran into crossroads, intersections and major delays, but God
brought us through it, and we praise
him for His goodness and thank all
who assisted us” he said.

Post Road Seventh-day Adventist
was established in 1976, after ten
weeks of power filled preaching, and
24 precious souls were baptized.
Four years later, in 1980, the group
was organized into a Sabbath School,
under the leadership of Pastor John
Lyle.

Pastor David Riley former pastor of
the Post Road S.D.A. Church.

Dr. Meric Walker, Executive Secretary
of the Jamaica Union.

Main Speaker for the occasion, Dr.
Meric Walker, Executive Secretary
of the Jamaica Union (JAMU) commended the Church for the milestone reached and reminded them of
their purpose.
“Congratulations Post Road, you
are the light needed to dispel the
darkness in your community, let
your light shine,” he said.
Meanwhile, in bringing greetings,
Councillor William Sytall, commended the Church on the initiative
and emphasized that it is fundamental to the spiritual development of all
citizens.

The church in showing its appreciation for the contribution from its
members presented an award of
appreciation to Dorothy Simmonds
cousin of late Rufus Hyatt who willingly gave the spot on which the
church now stands.
Pastors Levi Johnson, President and
Billy Watson, Treasurer of CJC did
the Act of Dedication while Pastor
Nevail Barrett said the Dedicatory
Prayer.
Published: 06-09-2018 | Kimarley
Walker Medley, Technical Producer/
Resource Coordinator
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Adventist Church in Tom’s River to Launch
New Chapter of Power of a Dream Awards Banquet

T

he Tom’s River Seventh-day Adventist church will host its first
Power of Dream (POAD) awards banquet on September 1, 2018.

University presented by Dr. Lincoln
Edwards. Alex will be pursuing studies in Mass Communication beginning September 2018.

The Power of Dream (POAD) awards
banquet is an avenue through which
young people within the church and
community are acknowledged, recognized and motivated for doing well
academically, spiritually and vocationally.
This newest staging of The Power of
Dream (POAD) awards banquet at
Tom’s River SDA church, precedes
the second staging of that of the Old
Harbour SDA church, to be held August 26, 2018.
Meanwhile, the Palm SDA church
(innovators of this awards banquet),
hosted their sixth staging of this initiative on Sunday August 19, 2018, under
the patronage of Dr. Lincoln Edwards,
NCU President.
During this momentous occasion,
twenty- six (26) students (from the
church & community) who sat the external examinations were highlighted
and given special awards and scholarships.

“It has given me the financial stability needed and to further my education
and motivated me to do well, and to
one day give back” she concluded.
Kimberly Salmon, second time awardee added that the banquet has brighten her life in more ways than one.
“This awards banquet is something
that I look forward to every year, not
just to showcase my talent but to also
feel honored.”

Marsha Lounds presenting Tavar Harriot, Cape awardee of the St. Catherine
High School.

Tavar Harriot, Cape awardee of the St.
Catherine High School says that this
encouragement sweetens labor.
“I think that this banquet put on by
the Palm SDA Church is a great one
because it gives students something to
look forward to and motivates them
to keep doing even better,” he said.
Meanwhile, Trudy- ann Robinson, declared this initiative to be a great one
and expressed her gratitude to Palm
SDA Church for choosing her as a Cape
awardee. “I am indeed elated to have
been chosen as an awardee and I thank
the church very much,” she said.

Kimberly Salmon performing at the
Palm Power of a dream awards banquet.

Mrs. Carol Morgan, main coordinator
credits the success of the programme
to members of her committee.
“We applaud our sponsors who have
been partnering with us over the years
and commend the members of the
Youth Department who have dedicated their time and expertise so that the
program was properly executed.”
She shared that it is her joy to launch
as many chapters of this Power of a
dream awards banquet in as many
churches as possible.
“Other churches in Central Jamaica
Conference and West Jamaica Conference are showing great interest to
start this initiative and we are eager
to assist,” she concluded.

Dr. Lincoln Edwards, President (NCU)
presents 4 year scholarship to Alex
Hutchinson.

Among those awarded was Alex
Hutchinson, who received a 4-year
scholarship from Northern Caribbean

Tyrone Ramsay presenting Trudy- ann
Robinson with a special award at the
Palm SDA Church.

Published: 23-08-2018 | Kimarley Walker
Medley, Technical Producer/ Resource
Coordinator
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CJC Votes Pastoral District Assignments
for the 2018-2022 Quadrennium
ST. CATHERINE
#
Administrators of CJC during the last
executive committee meeting Pastor
Billy Watson, Treasurer, Levi Johnson,

The Central Jamaica Conference
Executive committee voted the
full slate of pastoral district assignments for the 2018-2022 quadrennium. The vote took place
during the Conference’s strategic planning retreat at Rooms
Hotel, Ocho Rios, St. Ann on
Thursday, July 19, 2018.
These pastoral assignments will
see 42 transfers, four pastors
appointed as district pastor for
the first time, the creation of one
new pastoral district and a few
district reconfigurations. The
Chapleton, Toll Gate and Denbigh districts in Clarendon were
reconfigured to create the Goshen district of Churches. Also, the
Clifton church, previously part
of the Tent City district will now
be part of the Hellshire district
in Portmore, St. Catherine.
According to Conference President, Pastor Levi Johnson, it was
a challenging process, but in the
end, he said he believes the assignments are the right fit.
These new assignments will take
effect August 1, 2018 as follows:

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

District

Spanish Town
Central Village
Tredegar Park
Clear Park
Gregory Park
Portmore
Braeton
Hellshire
Family of God
Tent City
Sydenham
Spring Village
St. Johns
Kitson Town
Watermount
Palm
Glengoffe
Bog Walk
Bagbie
Linstead
Ewarton
Old Harbour
Bellas Gate
Bartons
Croft’s Hill

MANCHESTER

Pastor Assigned

Valbert Walker
Donavan DaCosta
Roosewell Lobban
Franklyn Brown
Wayne Smikle
Dexter Dennis
Christopher Mighty
Jermaine Swaby
Dwayne Scott
Robert Williams
Onel Montaque
Darian Harris
Dwaine Scott
Delroy Clarke
David Riley
Blondell Campbell
Itama James
Dean Thompson
Condrade Graham
Kemar Douglas
Sean Williams
Romone Phoenix
Rayon Brown
Everett Rowe
Carlton Richards

CLARENDON
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38

May Pen
Palmers Cross
Halse Hall
Lionel Town
Denbigh
New Longville
Toll Gate
Race Course
Spalding
James Hill
Bird’s Hill
Chapleton
Goshen

Howard Grant
Javian Hutton
Kemel O’Hara
Maurice Howell
Horace Wilson
Jason Miller
Nathan Jackson
George Hylton
Kevin Murray
Kaymar Lewis
Anthony Dowding
Philbert Rowe
Roger Lennon

#

District

Pastor Assigned

39 Royal Flat
Sean Hamilton
40 Christiana
Dudley Mullings
41 Coleyville
Donald Valentine
42 Porus
Dawson Hosang
43 Knockpatrick
Lovell Spence
44 Newport
Devon Champier
45 Grove Town
Desmond Robinson
46 Asia
Latoya Smythe
		
-Forbes
47 Northern Caribbean
University
Joel Haye
48 Mandeville
Francis West
49 Mike Town
Leighton Hynes
50 Spur Tree
Rufus Anderson
51 Cedar Grove
Wayne Palmer
52 Maranatha
Delroy Bicknell
53 Comfort Hall
Kenroy Campbell
54 Mile Gully
Joel Shillingford
The executive committee also voted the
following Parish Coordinators:
PARISH COORDINATORS
St. Catherine
Romone Phoenix
Manchester
Dudley Mullings
Clarendon
Howard Grant

CJC Appoints Full Slate of Directors and Ministry
Coordinators for 2018-2022 Quadrennium
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Administrators of CJC during the last
executive committee meeting (L-R):
Pastor Billy Watson, Treasurer, Levi
Johnson, President, Nevail Barrett, Executive Secretary and Mrs. Claudette
Grant, Recording
At its first meeting since the start of
the new Quadrennium (2018-2022), the
Central Jamaica Conference’s (CJC) Executive Committee voted to appoint
Directors for Education, Publishing and
Community Services along with other
ministry Coordinators as follows:
Education Director – Dr. Clifton Knight
Publishing Director
(Recommendation) – Everett Smith
Assistant Publishing Directors – Marjorie Edwards and Dexter Dennis Snr
Development Director – Billy Watson
Development Coordinator
– Elethia Robinson
Community Services Director
– Everett Smith
Associate Communication Director
– Charles Bulgin
Prayer Ministries Coordinator
– Ruth Walcott
Spirit of Prophecy Coordinator
– Dr. Clifton Knight
Bible School Coordinator and Conference Evangelist – Delroy Ferguson
Music Coordinator – Kevan Barnaby
Men’s Ministries Coordinator
– Dr. Clifton Knight
Trust Services Coordinator
– Dr. Thomas Bryan
Auditor (Recommendation)
– Linford Farquharson
The Publishing Director and Auditor
(new) appointments will be reviewed
and decided on by the Jamaica Union
Executive Committee at its next sitting.
All other appointments are with immediate effect. The meeting was held on
June 27, 2018.
The appointment of an additional au-

ditor is expected to ease the work load
of the two auditors currently employed
to CJC. The current ratio is one auditor
to over 100 churches. The new appointment will reduce the ratio to 70+ churches to one auditor.
“This is the ratio of auditor to churches
that is recommended by the Inter-American Division”, said Conference Treasurer, Pastor Billy Watson.
This is also the first time that CJC is appointing a separate Men’s Ministries
Coordinator. Men’s ministry was previously merged with Family Ministries.
According to Conference President,
Pastor Levi Johnson, “we are deliberate
about addressing the needs of our men;
hence the appointment of a full-time Coordinator to this ministry.”

Dr. Knight completed his Doctor of
Ministry Degree with the Inter-American Theological Seminary (IATS) in
2013. His dissertation was titled, “Single’s Ministry: An Urgent need at the
Seventh-day Adventist Church in Mandeville Jamaica”.
Dr. Knight is a Justice of the Peace in
the parish of Manchester. He is married
to the former Sandra Anderson for 34
years, who is currently serving Northern Caribbean University as Counselling Psychologist. Together they have
two adult married children, Orlando
and Yolande.
Dr. Knight was recently appointed as Education Director and Men’s Ministries and
Spirit of Prophecy Coordinator.

Family Ministries Director, Pastor Roy
Dennis said he was happy for this move.
“Men in Jamaica are the main victims
and perpetrators of crime”, said Dennis,
“therefore, a special ministry to them is
very relevant and needed at this time.”

Ruth Walcott | Credits: File Photo

Profile of Ruth Walcott

Mrs. Ruth Walcott has been working
with CJC as Bible Worker since 1990.
She has an Associate of Science degree
in Religion and Theology from NCU.
Dr. Clifton Knight | Credits: File Photo

Profile of Dr. Clifton Knight

Dr. Clifton Knight is an ordained minister of the Seventh-day Adventist Church
(since 1989) who has been working
with CJC for over 35 years now. He has
served as district pastor in St. Mary,
St. Ann, Manchester (for 18 years) and
Clarendon (where he served as pastor of the Toll Gate district since 2014).
He also serves as Adjunct Professor in
the School of Religion and Theology at
Northern Caribbean University.

She has authored two books, “So you
want to be a Successful Soul Winner?”
and a devotional reading on the “Fruit
of the Spirit”.
She is married to Desmond Walcott, a
farmer by profession, who also supports
her in ministry. They have two adult
children—Jolene and Jonesha.
Ruth Walcott was recently appointed as
Prayer Ministries and Conservation Coordinator.
Author Information: Damian Chambers
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CJC’s 5th Quadrennial Session Opens with Charge to
Honour the Past while Charting the Future
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He reminded the leaders that God
will elevate whomever He wills. He
charged those chosen for office and
all who serve the church to carry on
the legacy of evangelism the church is
grounded in.
“Church today is a picnic compared
to the struggles of the church of yester
years. Our task is to finish with glory
what was started in agony,” he said.

Chapter, Florizel Allen praised the
church for its many fields of service
stating, “You are head and shoulders
above all other denominations in Jamaica in terms of holistic ministry”.
Chairman of the Spanish Town Ministers Fraternal, Bishop Roy Johnson
said he is convinced that Seventh-day
Adventist leaders are men of God as
he has found them never slothful in

Pastor James Daniel, Vice president of
the Inter-American Division (IAD) of
Seventh-day Adventists and keynote
speaker.

Vice president of the Inter-American
Division (IAD) of Seventh-day Adventists, Pastor James Daniel, says
that as the church makes decisions for
its future it must be grounded in its
history.
Daniel was delivering the keynote
address at the opening of the 5th quadrennial and 19th regular session of
the Central Jamaica Conference (CJC)
on June 13.
Using the theme ‘The Church Between
the Already and Not Yet’, Daniel
lamented that some members do not
treat the church the way it ought to
be treated because they do not know
where it is coming from.
“In the early years our teaching was
unpopular, our day of worship despised, members were persecuted and
scorned. Many fought for and died for
this cause. We ought to treat it with
decency and dignity,” Daniel said.

Congregation during the opening session for the 5th Quadrennial Session of Central
Jamaica Conference. Over 400 delegates attended.

Also present at the opening were civic
and religious leaders who addressed
the delegates.
Recently installed president of the
Atlantic Caribbean Union Mission
(ATCU), Peter Kerr, in his greeting
commended CJC for its dedication
stating that “you have worked together to make God look good.”
Speaking on behalf of Custos Rotulorum of St. Catherine, Jeffrey McKenzie, President of the Lay Magistrates’
Association of Jamaica, St Catherine

business and always fervent in spirit.
“The transparency you have displayed has resonated with a lot of observers,” Johnson said.
The quadrennial session is convened
to receive reports from the officers
and directors of departments and
elect leaders to serve in the ensuing
term among other business.
Published: 14-06-2018 | Lawrie Henry,
NCU
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CJC Elects Levi Johnson to Third Term Presidency
This will be Johnson’s third term serving as president.
In 2010, Pastor Johnson was appointed
president after the then president, Pastor Everett Brown was called to the presidency of the Jamaica Union. In 2014,
Johnson was asked to lead the conference for the 2014-2018 quadrennium.

Newly elected president of Central Jamaica Conference, Pastor Levi Johnson is congratulated by Pastor Everett
Brown.

The Central Jamaica Conference (CJC)
has asked Pastor Levi Johnson to
serve as president of the constituency
for 2018 to 2022.
Delegates made the election on June
14 at the 5th quadrennial session of
the conference convened at Camp
Verley.

Johnson declared that he pondered
the request and has accepted his selection for the next four years.
“I am deeply humbled by the fact that
this house has chosen Levi Johnson to
be president of this great conference
for the simple reason that so many
others could have been chosen but you
have chosen me, “ Johnson said.
He asked that the constituency keep
him and his family in their prayers.
Johnson was congratulated by president of the Jamaica Union, Pastor Everett Brown, and the presidents of the

Pastor Levi Johnson greets his wife
Barbara after giving a short acceptance
speech to the delegates.

North, North East and West Jamaica
conferences pastors Karl Archer, Arlington Woodburn and Glen Samuels
respectively.
He was also supported by his wife
Barbara.
Published: 14-06-2018 | Lawrie Henry,
NCU

CJC Elects Officers and Directors for 2018-2022
Communication and Health
- Pastor Damian Chambers
Youth - Pastor Kevan Barnaby
Stewardship - Pastor Thomas Bryan
Children and Women
- Sis. Claudia Bailey

Newly elected directors and officers of the Central Jamaica Conference of
Seventh-day Adventists.

Pastors Nevail Barrett and Billy Watson have been selected as secretary
and treasurer of the Central Jamaica
Conference respectively, to serve for
the next quadrennium.
Barrett and Watson join newly re-elected president Levi Johnson to form the
conference administration.

Delegates at the session also selected
directors for the various ministries.
The assignments are as follows:
Ministerial Secretary
- Pastor Daniel Pink
Personal Ministries and Sabbath
School - Pastor Barrington Mclean
Family Life - Dr. Pastor Roy Dennis

The appointment of directors for Education, Publishing Ministries, Public
Affairs and Religious Liberty will be
made by the executive committee of
the conference.
The installation service for officers
and directors will take place on Sabbath afternoon, June 16, 2018, at the
Spanish Town Seventh-day Adventist
Church starting at 4 pm.
Published: 14-06-2018 | Lawrie Henry,
NCU
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CJC Session Delegates to get Tablet PCs; Mobile App Launched
“Members of staff at CJC and volunteers
took two days to install the session app
on the tablets so that they will be ready
to use,” says Communication Director,
Pastor Damian Chambers.

A view of the Conference Board Room that was
transformed to accommodate unboxing and loadPastor Nevail Barrett, Coning of the mobile app on the tablets by volunteers
ference Secretary, CJC.
and office staff. | Credits: Damian Chambers

Delegates at the Central Jamaica Conference (CJC) 5th Quadrennial Session
will scroll through session material on
a personal tablet rather than flipping
through pages of a printed bulletin.
This is in partnership with two other conferences in Jamaica—East and
North East Jamaica Conferences whose
conference sessions are also due in a
few weeks.
Over four hundred tablets were purchased from the session budget after
comparing the cost to the typical printing cost for the bulletins.
“We found a deal for buying the tablets in bulk that was not much more

expensive than printing the usually
thick bulletins, so we decided to go
that route. It also gives the delegates
something useful to take away from
the session instead of the books that
are usually filed away and forgotten,”
says Conference Secretary, Pastor Nevail Barrett.

Based on the feedback from this session and given the cost remains manageable, the conference hopes to continue to provide session delegates with
the gadgets at future sessions.
The session opens on Wednesday, June
13 and closes Thursday, June 14. It will
be hosted at Camp Verley in Spring
Gardens, St. Catherine and is themed
“His Plan, Our Mission”.
Published: 08-06-2018 | Lawrie Henry,
Northern Caribbean University

The tablets cost approximately US
$30.00 each. They are a mix of 7 and 10inch screens with 8 and 16 GB of storage respectively.
A mobile application has already been
created to host all reports, the CJC constitution, session rules of order and
other relevant information.

Caption: Vigae Grant a student of
Northern Caribbean University and
one of the volunteers who assisted
with setting up the tablets in preparation for the session. | Credits: Damian
Chambers

Chedwin Gardens Organized as the 199th Church in CJC
The Chedwin Gardens Seventh-day
Adventist Church, St. Catherine, was
organized as the 199th Church of Central Jamaica Conference (CJC), thanks
to the work and support of the ASI
Prayer Ministry.

Pastor Levi Johnson

The service of organization was conducted by the Administrators of CJC
on Sabbath, May 12, 2018 under a
small tent in the Chedwin Gardens
Community where the group has
been worshipping for the past 5 years.
Forty-one (41) persons were voted
into membership of the new congregation, while 7 others requested their
membership to be transferred in. The
service of organization was attend-

22 ed by pastors and members of the

win Project’ became the subject of
earnest prayer among the members
of the ASI Prayer Ministry and church
prayer groups.
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churches within the Sydenham and
Family of God Districts of Churches.
As soon as Conference Secretary,
Pastor Nevail Barrett did a review of
the 28 fundamental teachings of the
Adventist Church, the act of Organization was done by Conference President, Pastor Levi Johnson.
The first step towards organization
was to vote a nucleus of the first 3
members of the church. These were
Elder Lascelles Davis, leader of the
ASI Prayer Ministry and First Elder
of the New Congregation, Evett Dixon, Treasurer and Novelette Williams,
Church Clerk. After the nucleus was
formed, Pastor Johnson invited them
to accept the other 39 persons into
fellowship by vote. All 41 members
had to affirm their acceptance of the
28 Fundamental Beliefs of the Seventh-day Adventist Church before being accepted into fellowship.
In his greetings and charge to the new
congregation, Pastor Johnson thanked
Elder Lascelles Davis and other members of the ASI Prayer Ministry for
responding to the Macedonian call to
enter the Chedwin Gardens community. He also expressed appreciation
to all the leaders of the supporting
churches within the Sydenham District for their commitment to the work
and the role they played in establishing the new congregation.
Pastor Johnson gave an admonition
that he said applied to all persons who
will be teaching in the new church.
“All that we teach and do, including
our music should fall in line with 28
Fundamental Beliefs of the Adventist
Church”, said Pastor Johnson.
The act of organization was completed with the Prayer of Dedication by
Conference Treasurer Pastor Billy
Watson.
Brief History of the Church
As mentioned above, the Chedwin
Gardens Sabbath School started
through the efforts of the ASI Prayer

Elder Lascelles Davis

Ministry, led by Elder Lascelles Davis while he was a member of the
Wynters Acres Church. In 2010, Elder
Davis and the ASI Prayer Ministry in
partnership with the Crescent Church
(who were part of the Family of God
District at the time) made plans to
start a new congregation in the Angels
Community. However, the plans were
diverted when the Crescent Church
became part of the Clear Park District.
The ASI Prayer Ministry members
turned their attention to the Bernard
Lodge area, as it was proposed to
have a housing development. They
were told that a lot would be made
available for a Church. Representatives of the ASI Prayer Ministry, on
several occasions, met with the late
Mr. Hutchinson, a director of the Bernard Lodge Sugar Company, to discuss the possibility of getting the proposed church lot.
The Bernard Lodge project was moving very slowly so they decided to
look at other areas. The ASI Prayer
Ministry members prayed earnestly for God’s guidance. The Chedwin
Gardens area was considered, and bible workers were dispatched to start
bible studies with persons within the
area. The Pastor of the Sydenham
District of Churches, Pastor Franklyn
Brown was contacted, as the Chedwin
Gardens community was within the
territory of the Sydenham District.
Pastor Brown was always willing to
listen and to give advice. The ‘Ched-

In June 2015, Elder Davis took the
bold step to start a small congregation
in the Chedwin Gardens Housing
Scheme. The venue was the Chedwin
Gardens Basic School. Permission was
granted by the School’s Board. Several
persons were baptized that same year,
while some members of the Adventist
Church who resided in the Chedwin
Gardens, White Waters and Jackaranda areas also joined the group. Soon
after, the numbers swelled beyond the
space that the Basic School provided.
In 2016 the congregation started worshipping at a spot adjacent to the
school under a tent provided by the
Central Jamaica Conference.
During 2016 and 2017 over 40 persons
were baptized, thanks to evangelistic
efforts conducted by Elder Lascelles
Davis, Pastor Franklyn Brown and Elder Garfield Evans of the Sydenham
Church.
The Chedwin congregation (as they
are affectionately called) was also a
downlink site to the recently held
Net 2018 online evangelistic series by
the Central Jamaica Conference. This
effort resulted in the baptism of two
persons.
Chedwin has held numerous community outreach programmes, including
clinics, CSEC and other classes and an
annual children’s treat.
During his greeting, Conference President Pastor Levi Johnson expressed
thanks to the Board Members of the
Basic School for the support they gave
to the new congregation.
Written by: Damian Chambers
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Her Excellency Encourages Students of
Adventist School to Make Reading a Habit
Staff members for their dedication
and commitment in training young
minds.
“It is an honor to be part of this great
initiative”, Pastor Johnson said.
He said that during his primary school
days, a teacher commended him for
how well he read, and that affirmation
motivated him to love reading. Pastor
Johnson expressed that he would love
to see every student leave the school
with the ability to read well.
Her Excellency the Most Honourable Lady Allen hosting an interactive session
with students from the preparatory school.

Her Excellency the Most Honourable
Lady Allen encouraged students and
staff of the Adventist owned and operated Willowdene Group of Schools
to read a book for two hours each day.
Her Excellency was guest speaker during the opening session of the
school’s “Reading Day” programme
on Wednesday May 2, 2018 under the
theme, “Drop Everything and Read a
Book”.
“He who reads leads”, she told the
close to 400 preparatory and ECD
school students and staff who attended the opening session. She further
expressed that reading plays a vital
role in whatever we do in life as it is

Her Excellency the Most Honourable
Lady Allen speaking at the opening
session of the school’s “Reading Day”
programme.

fun and informative.
Her Excellency, who taught at Willowdene between 1988 and 1991 also
gave books to the school along with
some care packages for the Early
Childhood Division. She later hosted
an interactive session with students
from the preparatory division during
which she read to them.
Her Excellency the Most Honourable
Lady Allen speaking at the opening
session of the school’s “Reading Day”
programme.

Chairman of the Willowdene Group
of Schools and President for Central
Jamaica Conference, Pastor Levi Johnson also participate in the activities.
He commended the Principal and

Pastor Lorenzo King, Education Director of CJC, shared that reading was very
dear to him. He used the adage “reading
maketh a man” to encourage the students to develop good reading habits.
“If you want to hide information
from a man, write it or put it in a
book,” said school Principal Mr. Peter
Williams. Mr. Williams emphasized
that many times ignorance is a result
of people not taking time to read and
be informed. “To correct this, reading
must be given priority, as it is paramount to success in all areas of life”,
says the Principal.
After the opening session, the students were sent to their classes, where
some parents, members of the CJC
staff (including President Johnson)
and pastors assisted in reading to the
students within their classes.
The Willowdene Group of Schools
located at 58 Brunswick Avenue,
Spanish Town, St. Catherine is a Seventh-day Adventists Co-Educational
Institution that provides Christ-centered education.
Contributors to this article: Kimarley
Walker Medley, and Damian Chambers
Published: 04-05-2018 | Charles Bulgin

Duxes Church Building Complete and Dedicated
After 36 years in Building Launched
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the project brought community and
church members together. He pointed out that the building was financed
almost entirely from the sacrificial
giving of the members, locally and
abroad. “Most of the members are
small farmers who would plant crops
and donate portions of the proceeds
to the church”, James said.

Duxes Church building.

M

embers of the Seventh-day Adventist Church in Duxes, St.
Catherine are now rejoicing that work
on their church building (which started in 1982) is now complete and the
building has been dedicated to the
glory of God during a special service
on Sunday, April 1, 2018.
The service of Dedication was conducted by leaders of the Seventh-day
Adventist church from the Jamaica
Union (JAMU) and Central Jamaica
Conferences (CJC). Pastor Michael
Henry, Education Director of JAMU
cut the ribbons, while Pastor Nevail
Barrett, Executive Secretary of CJC
opened the main doors and declared
the sanctuary ready for service.
Pastor Levi Johnson, president of CJC,
during his address commended Pastor Scott and the church family for a
job well done. Pastor Johnson said he
was very impressed by the aesthetics
of the church. “This is God’s house
and we are His people”, said Jonson
as he encouraged the Church family
to remain committed to mission.
Eunice March and Verna Brown unveiled the Baptistery as the dedication
service continued with expressions
in songs from the Duxes Syndicate
Choir.

Pastor Michael Henry told the congregation, “This is a place of repentance,
a place of restoration and a place
where we come to God and He wipes
our sins away”. Pastor Henry was the
guest speaker for the service.
Pastors Levi Johnson and Billy Watson, Treasurer of CJC did the Act of
Dedication while Pastor Nevail Barrett said the Dedicatory Prayer.

Pastor Michael Henry, Education Director of JAMU cut the ribbons.

Michael James, First Elder of the
Church for 16 years and one of the
original builders, said that the completion of the church building is to
him like “a parent seeing a child
growing up from birth to being a mature and responsible adult”. He said
though it was a challenging journey,

Pastor Dwaine Scott, Pastor of the
Duxes church, said, “I am particularly proud to be sharing in this moment
with the brethren who managed to
complete the journey debt free.” Pastor Scott added “Sacrificial giving of
past and present members is responsible for financing the completion of
the building”.

History of Duxes Church

The work of the Adventist Church in
Duxes started July 16, 1925. This is the
date when Nathan Thomas, founder
of the Duxes church, was baptized
after visiting a series of evangelistic
meetings in the Duxes community
held by evangelists from Clarendon.
During the meetings, the evangelists,
were accommodated at the Thomas’
residence. After they left the community, meetings were held in the front
room of Nathan Thomas’ home.
As the membership grew, Mr. Alexander Cole, a member of the church,
erected a temporary bamboo structure at his home to host the worship
services. The church grew rapidly and
outgrew the bamboo structure. In response, Solomon Lewis donated land
to the church. As a result, a larger,
structure was erected using bamboo
and thatched roof. Later, in 1944, a
more permanent structure was erected at the spot that is currently being
used as the Duxes Basic School.
Early dynamic leadership came from
Elders Carol Thomas, Roderick Thomas, Granville Parker, Lionel Parker,
Edith Prince, Myrtle Newman, Lor-

grammes, include food supplies and
breakfast distribution to the poor and
needy, building and repairing houses
for community persons, evangelistic
programs, Angels Pathfinder Club,
women’s fair, Banquets and socials.
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Founding Members (who have
died):

Church choir

na Nation and Sebert Dennis. Valuable service was given by Mrs. Viola
Jones, who served as Secretary for the
church. Membership grew to 25 in the
1940’s. To their credit, these persons
were instrumental in establishing a
branch Sabbath School in Pennington,
which is now an organized Adventist
church.
In those days, Pastor Harold Fletcher was the visiting pastor from East
Jamaica Conference and was responsible for baptisms. He got strong
support from Elder Nathan Thomas,
Brother Edwards (Choir Director) and
Brother Deidrick from Lluidas Vale.
In the 1970’s Viola Jones willed ½
acre property to the church—the current location that hosts the building.
A ground-breaking ceremony was
conducted in April 1982/83 by Pastor
Morris Gray, with construction following shortly after. The Conference
President was Pastor Cornelius Gray.
The previous building was later sold
to the church’s music director, Edith
Prince, to continue the basic school
that had started.
The new church building got underway and work was sustained by the
sacrifices, monetary gifts and voluntary service of its members. The
church also received support from
members of the community who contributed to the block and tile drive efforts of the church.
By counsel from the Conference, a blue-

print was done by Brother Dunkley of
the St. John’s Church, while structural
difficulties were overcome with help
from Brother Gibson of the Irish Pen
church. The major builders during this
time were Sebert Dennis, Lloyd Lewis, Michael James, Peter Dennis, Lloyd
Davis and Carl O’Conner.
A major milestone in the church’s
history happened in 2005 when she
helped to raise up the Bethel Company in the Garden Hill community under the leadership of Pastor Blondell
Campbell.

Lionel
Grandville
Ivy Parker
Estella Squire
Gwendolyn Rhule
Edith Prince
Carol Josephine
Florence Henroy
Roddrick Thomas
Lloyd Lewis
Sister Rob
Sister Spence
Sister Downey
Eulah Douglas
Founding Members
(who are still alive):
Sebert and Hortez Dennis
Ellen Pottinger
Michael and Brenda James
Theophilus and Charmaine
Lennon
Julia Davis
Emmy Thomas
Carlton Richards
Carl O’Conner
Nevil Tomlinson
Roger Newman
Pastors who served (1982-2018):

Officiating Pastors prepare to start the
service on the outside to the front of the
church.

The Duxes Church has roots planted
in each community in Point Hill, St.
Catherine and members of the community can testify that they have
been impacted in some way through
the various outreach programs of the
church. Some of these outreach pro-

Morris Gray
George McCallum
Devon Champier
Nathan Jackson
Donovan Dacosta
Mervin Ellis
Blondel Campbell
(and Aundrea Thompson)
Romone Phoenix
Delroy Clarke
Lorenzo King
Dwaine Scott (current)

CJC’s Online Evangelistic Series Trends at #24 in Jamaica on YouTube
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L. David Harris

Online series trends on YouTube
closely behind videos by popular secular artists and sports personalities.

T

he Live Streaming Video of Net
2018 was listed on YouTube’s
Trending list at numbers 24 and 30
respectively, on two consecutive
days Sunday February 18 and Monday February 19, 2018.

in a WhatsApp message sought to
explain the implications of having
Net 2018 making it to the YouTube’s
trending list. He said “God’s Word”
was trending just behind “videos by
the likes of well-known secular artists: Drake, Popcaan, Alkaline, Eminem, Kendrick Lamar, and Khalid
& Normani. Olympics sneak peek
of Disney/Pixar’s movie, the Incredibles, Mark Angel’s Comedy episodes
and popular talk-show host, Ellen
DeGeneres’ interviews with NBA
Basketball MVP, Steph Curry and
his wife, Ayesha!”
“What does this mean, theoretically?” the Evangelist asked. “It means

Net 2018 is Central Jamaica Conference of Seventh-day Adventists’ online evangelistic series that is projected to run from February 18 to March
11, 2018.
According to the YouTube’s website,
“Trending Videos are videos that have
become popular because they were
embedded in the web’s most popular
websites and a significant number of
people viewed the video externally in
addition to on youtube.com.”
L. David Harris of Message Magazine and Evangelist for the program,

Net 2018 Praise Team.

that God has positioned this evangelistic series in the arena where persons
around the world MUST take note!”
Net 2018 is organized by the Central
Jamaica Conference as both a Conference-wide and an online evangelistic
program under the theme, “Links:

Shot of Linstead Church; one of the downlink sites for Net
2018.

Staying Connected to the Power of
God”. The main site for the program
is the Portmore Seventh-day Adventist Church situated at 7 Port Henderson Road, Portmore, St. Catherine. However, other churches across
the Conference have set up downlink
sites at which the program is viewed
nightly.
So far there are 12 sites that have
registered and reported an average
attendance of between 30 and 70 persons each night. Besides this, persons
have been sharing the programme’s
live streaming link on their social media sites and WhatsApp groups.
The program is streamed live on the
CJC’s YouTube and Facebook pages. On average, over 5,000 persons
tune in to watch the program online
on various platforms. The program
is expected to run for another three
weeks until March 11, 2018.
Evangelist L. David Harris currently serves as Social Media Evangelist
for Message Magazine. According
to their website, Message is, “an
award-winning, bi-monthly, 32-page
religious journal that features uplifting interviews, thoughtful analysis
of current events and the prophetic voice of spiritual leaders”. The
Magazine has been in existence since
1898, when it was first published by
James Edson White.

Newport Seventh-day Adventist church congregation in
tune to Net 2018
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CJC Launches Lay Workers’ Archive and Recognized Outstanding
Lay Workers during Inaugural Evangelism Summit
Ministries Director the Jamaica Union
Conference offered the prayer of dedication for the archive, and he also
commended the Personal Ministries
department for the initiative.
Pastor Cotterell was also the main speaker at the summit and charged the Laity to
have a burden for soul. “Men and women who are captive to the Holy Spirit will
have a burden for souls and will make
the sacrifices necessary to save men and
women,” he said.
Members of the Lay Workers Archive pose for a picture with Pastor Barrett after
the launch of the archive.

The Personal Ministries Department
of the Central Jamaica Conference
(CJC) launched a Lay Workers Archive during a Lay Evangelism Summit on Sunday February 4, 2018 at the
Willowdene Group of School’s Auditorium in St. Catherine.
The Lay Evangelism Summit focused
on the development and empowerment of the Laity in CJC under the
theme, “Renewing the Zeal, Restoring
the passion.”
The summit is the first of its kind to be
organized by the Personal Ministries
Department of CJC and saw a turnout
of over 270 persons (including Lay
Preachers, Bible Counsellors, Training officers, Personal Ministries leaders, and Interest Coordinators), from
churches within the three parishes of
Central Jamaica Conference.
The major highlight of the summit
was the launch of a Lay Workers Archive by Pastor Nevail Barrett, Executive Secretary and Personal Ministries
Director of the CJC.
According to Pastor Barrett, “Lay
Workers, Bible Counsellors and
Training officers play a vital role in
discipleship and evangelism in CJC.”

“Based on their invaluable contributions, we want them to be more accessible to churches both locally and
internationally.”
“Furthermore”, Barret said, “we establish the Lay Workers Archive, because we want persons to know that
these preachers, bible counsellors and
trainers are legitimate and are available to accept speaking and evangelistic engagements when needed.”
Meanwhile Lay Preacher, Paul Newton applauded the Conference for
this timely move. “I have been a Lay
Preacher for many years” said Newton, “and I feel very appreciated, as
this archive is just what we need to
motivate others to become involved
in the mission and do their best for
the master.”
The archive features three categories of the laity: Lay Preachers, Bible
Workers and Training Officers. These
categories consist of men and women from the three parishes within the
Central Jamaica Conference—Clarendon, Manchester, and St. Catherine.
The archive will also include a profile
picture and bio and contact data for
each person.
Pastor Adrian Cotterell, Personal

Awards

Eleven (11) outstanding federation
officers from the three parishes who
have served the Personal Ministries
Department were also awarded for
their outstanding efforts in the Department.
The awardees are as follows: Dale
Lounds, Clarence Williams, Lavern
Angus and Donovan Thomas from St.
Catherine; Christine Watts Knott, Ivy Romeo- Brown and Barbara Burnett from
Clarendon and Heather Stewart, Josein
Marshall, Dexter Pusey and Odette Francis-Wright from Manchester.
Other presentations included the
devotional charge from Pastor Levi
Johnson, President CJC, “The Passion
of a successful Lay Preacher,” by Veteran Evangelist Elder Fitz Henry, and
“Seventh-day Adventist Preaching”
by Pastor Obed Babb, Assistant Pastor
of NCU church.
Dexter Pusey, Lay Preacher and Training Officer gave the closing charge. He
also commended the Personal Ministries Department on behalf of the Lay
Workers of CJC.
Visit https://centralja.org/ministries/
personal-ministries/lay-workers-archive to view archive.
Published: 08-02-2018 | Kimarley
Walker Medley, Technical Producer/
Resource Coordinator
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‘Get Inducted into the Universal Community’- CJC President Says,
as He shares the Benefits of Receiving Adventist Christian Education
“…True education means more than
the pursual of a certain course of
study. It means more than a preparation for the life that now is. It has to
do with the whole being and with the
whole period of existence possible to
man…” Ellen G White, Education
The Campbell’s Castle Seventh-day
Adventist Preparatory School planned
and hosted the celebration of Education
Emphasis Day in true Adventist style
recently (March 17), bringing together
educators from across Central Jamaica,
parents and past students to witness the
evidence of God’s handiwork.

President, CJC Levi Johnson delivering the sermon at Education Emphasis
Day at Campbell’s Castle Preparatory

With just a fraction of the over eighty
students enrolled at the institution
participating along with teachers,
parents and past students, the programme lacked nothing and as the
greetings from education directors
and leaders flowed, it became evident that the school leaders are doing
something right.
President of the Central Jamaica Conference, Pastor Levi Johnson, who
gave the main address, thanked the
educational leaders, parents and sponsors present for their unwavering service to the upliftment of Seventh day
Adventist Christian Education.
He hailed Principal of the institution
Mrs. Cecile Forbes and her adminis-

President, CJC Levi Johnson delivering the sermon at Education Emphasis
Day at Campbell’s Castle Preparatory

“…Parents when you send your send
your children to Campbell’s Castle
Preparatory School you are making an
investment in ensuring that scripture
in inculcated in their brain, so when
they get old they will not depart from
it…I support Adventist Christian education because I know our teachers
will take care of our children… our
teachers know they are a part of the
Ministry, the plan, the mission of
God’s church”.
He further mentioned that Adventist
Christian teachers are required to go

Members and Students of the Campbell’s Castle Preparatory School

tration for the leadership in this critical time in ensuring steady growth.
He said he is fully committed to the
growth of our children and offered assistance; financial and otherwise when
needed.
“This kind of education is Biblical …
The Bible helps to prepare us for the future…our schools believe in the word.
Our philosophy, teachings, ideas are
embedded in the word of God. That
is one of the reasons why the conference has given millions of dollars to
continuing this tradition. Ensuring
that whatever we do it is grounded in
scripture”
Pastor Johnson expressed pleasure at
the work done by teachers daily to
further the work of God and prepare
children for the life to come.

beyond a structured curriculum but
must embody the Master’s plan.
“Our children are heritage of the Lord.
God has given to us our children, we
have a responsibility to mold them
and impart unto them knowledge that
will outlast this world, in preparation
for the world to come… no ordinary
teacher can do this. You are not here
because of money, you are here because God has called you to take care
of the flock; those little ones who are
gullible and easily led…”
Pastor Johnson commended those
Christian teachers who work in public schools and continue to build the
morale of the student population and
made a call for greater togetherness in
our own schools.
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tist Christian education, we have no
choice, the world is against us…When
boys and girls come to our schools
they are inducted into a universal
community because the seventh day
Adventist Church is a universal community with a global mission”
He ended “May God continue to bless
us who are a part of the team to continue the promulgation of the gospel.
Sooner than we think, we may not be
able to do what we are doing now. We
cannot afford this legacy that God has
given to his church to die… Let us be
a part of the throng of believers who
will ensure that our children are saved
in God’s kingdom. I am committed…”

Members of the CJC Administration, the Education Director and Senior Pastor of
the Asia district of churches g

Published: 22-03-2018 | Tamara Bailey,
Communication Secretary, Campbell’s
Castle Church
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Donated 15-seater Bus to Help Boost
Portmore-based Adventist Church Ministries
St. Catherine, Jamaica - The Portmore
Seventh-day Adventist church recently received a necessary gift that
will boost its ministry to the community and church members. The gift, a
15-seater minibus, drove through the
church gates in the second week of
April 2018 and was dedicated to the
Lord’s service on the 28th of the same
month.
Associate Pastor at the Portmore
church Sean Hamilton, says this gift
will spearhead the church’s ‘Bus Ministry’. He outlined that the bus was
donated by a member of the church
who is passionate about assisting the
elderly and other church members
who face transportation issues. “Over
time it has become difficult for the elderly worshipers to attend church as a
direct result of transportation related
issues. A member saw the great need
and decided to sacrificially donate a
bus to the church”, said Hamilton.
The bus will be used in the areas of
welfare, education and health. These

community. “We recognize that this
gift belongs to the Lord and not the
Church”, he said.
Meanwhile, he noted that a maintenance plan is already in place for the
new donation. “A service and maintenance check will be conducted at every 3000 kilometres and we also have
a driver who will keep and care for the
bus.” He added that it will be parked
in a secure location when not in use.
areas, he added will be addressed by
transporting those in need to and from
church and also transporting students
of the Adventist-owned and operated
Willowdene Group of Schools, who
live in the Portmore Zone. Additionally, the bus will be used to assist the
Health and Personal Ministries Departments with their outreach programs and activities.
The Associate pastor emphasized that
the church celebrates this wonderful,
valuable and necessary donation as
it will increase its ability to reach the

To fund maintenance and upkeep, select groups will be charged a discounted price to use the bus when going on
trips not connected to in reach and out
reach initiatives. He also outlined that
this will all be monitored by a management team.
Already the bus has been used to
transport elderly members to and from
church as well as persons attending the
2018 Children’s Crusade at the Tent
City Seventh-day Adventist church in
Grange Lane, Portmore.
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W.H.E.E.L. Beneficiary says ‘Thank You’ with One Hundred
and Seventeen Thousand Dollars ($117,000.00) donation
Young
woman
benefited
from
W.H.E.E.L. while she was a university
student.

A

young woman who received fifty
thousand dollars ($50,000.00) tuition grant from the W.H.E.E.L. (Welfare, Health, Education, Empowerment
and Local Community) fund while attending university, recently made a
one hundred and seventeen thousand
dollars ($117,000.00) donation towards
the fund as her way of saying ‘Thank
You’.
According to W.H.E.E.L. coordinator,
Charles Bulgin, the young lady (who
prefers to remain nameless) called him
one Saturday morning during October
2018, to ask how she could make her
contribution of one hundred and seventeen thousand dollars ($117,000.00).
Mr. Bulgin said she reminded him that
she benefited from the W.H.E.E.L. fund
and, therefore, wanted to give back.
“The W.H.E.E.L fund is organized by

the Central Jamaica Conference of Seventh-day Adventists to help meet the
high level of demand for welfare and
other local church needs”, according to
the W.H.E.E.L. website (wheel.centralja.org).
Since the Central Jamaica Conference
launched W.H.E.E.L. in 2015, they have
received over 17 million dollars towards the fund and has disbursed over
16 million dollars for various welfare
needs, according to Conference Treasurer, Pastor Billy Watson. According
to Pastor Watson, just about 30% of
the funds go towards assisting tertiary
and high school students with tuition
grants annually.
According to the W.H.E.E.L. website, the W.H.E.E.L fund taps into the
“gift-giving” component of Stewardship. Members of the churches are
asked to make a small, consistent contribution towards the W.H.E.E.L fund
on a weekly or monthly basis.

The Conference’s PDAC (Parish, Development, Action, Committees)—one
committee for each of the three parishes (Manchester, Clarendon and St.
Catherine) manages the W.H.E.E.L
fund. Each committee, made up of both
pastors and lay members, review and
make decisions on the various requests
for assistance.

Trademark Registration

It is noteworthy that the W.H.E.E.L.
logo is now a registered trademark
of the Central Jamaica Conference of
Seventh-day Adventists. According
to Conference President, Pastor Levi
Johnson, JIPO (Jamaica Intellectual
Property Office) approved documentation and submissions for registration
during September 2018. The announcement was made during the last Executive Committee of the Conference, September 26, 2018.
For more information on W.H.E.E.L.,
visit: wheel.centralja.org. And to contribute online, visit: give.centralja.org.
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CJC Administrators are Placing its Pastors and Churches on High Alert as the Storm Isaac Approaches
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and the person in charge of disaster
planning, outlined the main aspects
of the plan.
Pastor Smith said that the members
of the church are encouraged to first
put a plan in place to secure their
families and personal property, after
which they should take steps to help
the vulnerable (elderly and children)
in their communities and then help to
secure the church property.
Pastor Everett Smith

T

he Central Jamaica Conference of
Seventh-day Adventists has activated its disaster plan considering
the threat of the Storm Isaac that is
projected to make landfall in Jamaica
between Saturday and Sunday, September 15/16, 2018.
The decision was taken during a
meeting with the Directors of the
Conference on Thursday, September
13, 2018. The meeting was chaired
by Conference president, Pastor Levi
Johnson.
During the meeting, Pastor Everett
Smith, Community Services Director

These plans were also shared with
most pastors of CJC during their
monthly Ministerial Fraternity Meeting on the same day. The Pastors
were also told that arrangements are
being made with a supermarket and
a hardware store in each parish to assist with relief efforts just in case the
hurricane caused any damages.
Pastor Smith said that none of the Adventist church buildings are designated shelters, except for the Bartons
Church in St. Catherine. However, he
said that our churches can be used as
holding areas for a brief period (48 –
72 hours). But, all members affected
are encouraged to visit a shelter as
soon as necessary.

He also informed the pastors that
persons who are moving to shelters
should ensure that as far as possible
they take their own food, at least for
their first couple meals. This he said,
because food may not always be
available at the shelters immediately.
Persons are also encouraged to take
their medication and other personal
effects to the shelter.
During the meeting with the Directors, Pastor Johnson outlined that
funds (up to $800,000.00) have been
earmarked towards disaster relief.
He also said that the activation of the
plan is not only for hurricane Isaac
but should continue throughout the
hurricane season.
The following information will be
sent to the Pastors to be distributed
in the churches to assist during an
emergency caused by a hurricane:
1. A complete disaster relief plan
2. Emergency Contact Number
3. Emergency Shelter Locations

Adventist School Mourns Sudden Passing of Vice Principal

T

he Willowdene Group of Schools’
(WGS) staff, teachers and students
have been plunged into mourning over
the sudden passing of their vice principal, Mrs. Beverley Harris. Mrs. Harris
died today, July 8, 2018 at the University
Hospital of the West Indies (U.H.W.I) after being admitted last evening.
Mrs. Beverly Harris, was a teacher of
literature and at the time of her death,
served as Vice Principal since 2016. She
has served the Willowdene Group of
schools for close to 19 years. Mrs. Harris died leaving her husband, Pastor
Darian Harris and their two adult children Abigail and Miguel.

The Administrators, Directorate and
staff of the Central Jamaica Conference
is deeply saddened by the passing of
Mrs. Harris and express sincere condolences to the Harris family.

All students, staff and teachers of WGS
have been invited to meet at the school’s
auditorium on Monday, July 8, 2018 for
briefing and grief counselling.

Willowdene Group of Schools is an
Adventist-owned and operated educational institution with over 600 students from the Kindergarten to the
High School level. It is governed by
the Central Jamaica Conference of Seventh-day Adventists.
This sad news came on the day of the
school’s 52nd graduation exercise for
the High School Division.

Mrs. Beverly Harris

W.H.E.E.L. Fund Celebrates $15 Million in Contributions
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T

he Welfare, Health, Education,
Empowerment and Local Church
(W.H.E.E.L) Fund has raised $15 million since its inception in 2015.
The milestone was commemorated
at a thanksgiving service dubbed the
‘W.H.E.E.L Wow Moment’, held at
the Central Jamaica Conference (CJC)
Board Room on June 4.
Contributions and pledges were collected leading up to and at the event
itself which took the total up to the $15
million mark.
Manager and owner of Edens Valley,
vegetarian protein manufacturing
company located in Ewarton St. Catherine, Alton Scott, who delivered the
main address, noted that while it may
be impossible to ever give enough, everyone can give something.
“God has given you enough for yourself and your family, but the fat belongs to the Lord. The super abundance
is not yours. I love the W.H.E.E.L Programme” he said.

Scott demonstrated his commitment to
the programme by pledging $300,000.

ordinator, Charles Bulgin, for his management of the programme.

CJC President, Pastor Levi Johnson,
said the celebration was in order because despite the challenging times,
persons have consistently donated
from their resources. He also acknowledged the man who put forward the
idea for the fund.

Bulgin registered his own commendations to Pastor Kevin Danvers who coordinated W.H.E.E.L from 2015 - 2017.
He also thanked all local and overseas
contributors who have faithfully donated to the programme month after
month.

“We are indebted to Michael Spence.
The idea of WHEEL came from him. He
did not think it was for only him, but he
shared the vision and we worked hard
to make it a reality,” said Johnson.

According to Bulgin there are currently
175 churches contributing to the fund.
Three churches (Portmore, NCU and
Spanish Town) are contributing over
$90,000 per month. He said that going
forward, the goal is to raise $100 million per year towards W.H.E.E.L.

Spence, who is chair of the W.H.E.E.L
board, noted that the fund has disbursed $13 million to date with the
majority of the requests being made for
educational and health needs.
“We will be focused on helping our
members to live healthy lifestyles so
that we do not need to spend so much
on health in the future,” said Spence.
He commended current W.H.E.E.L co-

The W.H.E.E.L website states that the
fund has allowed the Conference to address requests relating to welfare, education and health in a more organized
way rather than the previously used ad
hoc approach.
For more information on W.H.E.E.L and
to donate, please visit http://wheel.centralja.org/ or https://give.centralja.org.

Adventist Youth Impact Local Infirmary with Love
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Members of the Spanish Town Global Youth Day team.

O

ver forty strong Seventh-day Adventists Youth left their Sabbath
morning worship service at the Spanish Town Adventist Church to ‘Be the
Sermon’ on March 17, 2018 which is the
theme of the celebrated Global Youth
Day (GDY) initiative. The youth sang
songs of hope, prayed, offered words
of comfort, gave out personal care
packages and meals to the residents at
the St. Catherine Infirmary located on
Monk Street in Spanish Town.
“We are here this morning to let you
know that Jesus loves you. God has
given us the command to love one another and that is what we are here to
do, to share with you God’s love...…
for it is more blessed to give than to receive and so we have brought you some
gifts today,” said Allan Campbell, First
Elder of the Spanish Town Seventh-day
Adventist Church.
Heeding the Biblical teaching, the
group handed out over sixty meals
shared between the residents at the Infirmary and to those who came in off
the streets at the Feeding Shelter. They
also distributed over 100 personal care
items that not only warmed the hearts
of the residents, but also those who
care for them.
“I love what you are doing for us today,” said Mr. Jasper Roy Shaw one
out of 140 residents at the Infirmary.

“You came and brighten our day and I
am happy for that. Someday I will be
Bro. Jasper because I am going to give
my heart to Jesus and I will be attending church.”
Mr. Herman Panton, caretaker at the
Infirmary, informed that the feeding
shelter – another area of the St. Catherine Infirmary – provides a cooked meal
for many non-residents who walk in
off the streets. “The shelter sometimes
feeds approximately forty persons
each day and the meals are provided
on Tuesdays, Thursdays, Fridays and
Saturdays,” he said.
Devon Gordon, who received a meal
donated by the Adventist Youth on
March 17, says he is grateful for the
meals each week. “My only livelihood
is fixing bicycle wheels and I am not
able to sustain myself properly. Coming to the shelter, I can get a hot meal
at least twice weekly and I am good.
I am happy for this meal, because it
gives me strength for the day,” he said.
“A big thank you for the kindness and
love shown to us today,” responded
Nurse and Shift Supervisor, Maureen
Buchanan. “You have done well in representing Jesus, and please continue to
do the work of Him who have sent you.”
When asked by the Adventist Youth
what the needs of the Infirmary are,
Nurse Buchanan said, “Clothing, toi-

letries, bed linen and plastic utensils
are always useful.”
Roy Dennis, Senior Pastor of the Spanish Town Adventist Church had high
commendations for his youth, “I must
commend Bro. Kamari Jones and the
youth of the Spanish Town District of
Churches for your effective participation in Global Youth Day activities.
This impact at the St. Catherine Infirmary reflects the ministry of Jesus
when He was here on earth. Not only
was He in the Synagogue on the Sabbath-day as His custom was, but He
healed the sick, fed the hungry on the
Sabbath. Commendations for touching
so many lives.”
With the support of the General Conference of Seventh-day Adventists Administration, the 13 Division Youth
Directors, the Middle East and North
Africa Union and the Israel field, “Global Youth Day” was launched on March
13, 2013. Its vision is that the true practice of religion involves the revelation
of God’s love in living out Jesus’ gospel
commission as He bade His followers
before His ascension to heaven: through
all manner of selfless acts that point a
desperately needy world to the ultimate
hope of the better world He has made
possible for all. Grounded in the concluding words of Jesus in the parable of
the Good Samaritan, “Go and do likewise” (Luke 10:25-37).
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Where Two or Three are Gathered, on WhatsApp
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8 steps to help you manage church WhatsApp groups

O

ver the past 4-5 years, WhatsApp
has skyrocketed in popularity. It is
now the premier and preferred chat app
used to create group chats for friend,
family, community, organizational and
church groups. Most churches use it as
a very effective tool for maintaining connection between church leaders, committee members, bible study and prayer
contacts and much more.
While WhatsApp brings great advantages, it also poses many challenges that
are beyond what some churches have
policies in place to address. Some of the
things that makes WhatsApp challenging to manage are as follows:
1. Most WhatsApp groups allow all
members of the group to post messages without restriction or before seeking
permission. This scenario can make
WhatsApp groups feel like what happened during the days of the Judges, “In
those days there was no king in Israel.
Everyone did what was right in his own
eyes” (Judges 17:6, ESV).
2. Number 1 makes it difficult to filter
the content that is being posted. Therefore, most group administrators have a
challenge with keeping the posts on subject and/or appropriate.
3. Inappropriate posts can only be deleted for everyone by the person who posted them. This can put the group administrator in an awkward position when
trying to convince a user to delete a post
that is considered inappropriate.
Before listing suggestions for overcoming these and other challenges, I
would like to recommend that before
we change the settings on our phones/
WhatsApp, we should change our
mindset towards Church WhatsApp
groups. Most persons feel that because
WhatsApp is open for all to use, then
there should be no restriction on what
persons post, irrespective of the nature
of the group that they are in. I am suggesting that once a WhatsApp group
has been created on behalf of and in the
name of the church, it should be viewed
as sacred space similar to how we view
the house of worship.

in my name, there am I among them”
(Matthew 18:20). I believe this applies
to WhatsApp church groups as well.
Therefore, the content and conversation
should reflect reverence for God and respect for each other.

Pixaby.com
Therefore, a church WhatsApp group
should be governed by similar protocols
and policies that govern the worship
and meeting settings of the church. On
this basis, I am suggesting the following
steps for managing church WhatsApp
groups while keeping them productive
and effective:
1. Seek the permission and blessing
of the church administration (church
board and/or pastor) before creating
a WhatsApp group on behalf of the
church. This would include discussions
about assigning the most suitable person (s) for group administration.
2. Decide if WhatsApp’s new “restrict
posts to admin” feature is best for your
new group. This is a new feature that
WhatsApp has made available since July
2018. Implementing such restrictions
may not be convenient for all groups,
but this is a useful feature for those
who need it. It would be best suited for
a public service announcement group,
but it may not be convenient for some
committee groups. To implement this
feature, follow the steps in the following
link: https://www.quora.com/How-doI-create-a-WhatsApp-group-with-onlyone-person-allowed-to-post.
3. Ask group members to view the
WhatsApp group as sacred space.
Therefore, whatever they would not
consider appropriate to share in church,
they should not share within the group.
Again, this will be determined by the
nature of the group. If it is a group established mainly for fellowship, then that
would have to be made clear. Jesus said,
“For where two or three are gathered

4. Discuss and agree on the rules for
postings within the group at the initial
stages and repost as soon as new members are added. See the Central Jamaica
Conference Social Media Policy for help
with deciding on rules.
5. Educate group members on the definition of spamming and ask them to avoid
it. According to Wikipedia, “Spamming
is the use of messaging systems to send
an unsolicited message, especially advertising, as well as sending messages
repeatedly on the same site.” The term
usually applies to emails, but the principle can be applied to WhatsApp.
6. Allow persons to opt-in to group
membership. In other words, get their
permission before adding them or use
the group’s “invite via link” to allow
persons to join voluntarily. This include
sending WhatsApp broadcast messages.
7. Tactfully deal with violators of the
group rules promptly and without partiality. This is usually best dealt with
face to face or directly. Let’s do it as Jesus counselled in Matthew 18:15-19.
8. Conduct regular audits of group
membership. It often happens that
group members change their telephone
numbers without notifying group admins. This can become a problem especially for groups where highly sensitive
matters are discussed. Regular audits
will help to prevent group membership privileges fall into the hands of the
wrong persons.
The church has benefited and will continue to benefit from using WhatsApp.
However, if this tool is not managed, it
can be problematic. Some persons avoid
joining church groups due to the negative behavior of rogue group members.
Therefore, we recommend the above
steps to help group admins successfully
manage their church WhatsApp groups.

CENTRAL JAMAICA CONFERENCE OF
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTISTS CHURCH
RESUSCITATION INITIATIVE
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(Exciting Model in Reviving a Church)

Introduction:

The Church Resuscitation Initiative
(CRI), is a model for growing weak
churches in selected Pastoral Districts
(PD,) by assigning Lay Ministers/Ministerial Graduates to provide leadership for at least six months.
The church is led by a dedicated and
qualified lay minister who serve without remuneration under the direction
of the District Pastor and or the Conference CRI Coordinator .
“The disciples of Christ are His representatives upon the earth, and God
designs that they shall be scattered all
over the country. In the towns, cities
and villages, as lights amidst the darkness of the world “ Test Vol.8 p244
When Jesus began His Public Ministry
he said, The Spirit of the Lord is Upon
Me. Lk 4:18.
Let us pray for this experience NOW!

d. Vespers
e. Nightly Meetings (Sunday
		
night Evangelistic and 		
		
Wednesday Night Prayer
		Meetings)
3. Functioning Meetings
a. Regular Board Meetings
b. Scheduled Business Meetings
THE EIGHT ESSENTIAL QUALITIES
OF HEALTHY GROWING CHURCHES
1. Empowered Leadership: Leadership which seeks to identify, train and
empower other leaders, giving them
responsibility for people and projects.
2. Gift-orientated Ministry: Valuing
the ministry of all people and the variety of gifts in the body of Christ.
Helping people identify their God-given gifts, skills and abilities and encouraging each person to use them in the
overall mission and ministry of the
church.

Purpose

3. Passionate spirituality: A spirituality nurtured through prayer which
supernaturally exudes the love of God
in Christ.

Our goal

4. Inspiring worship which: Connects people to God leads to the
demonstration of commitment to serving God through prayer, compassion,
healthy lifestyle, and hope in Christ’s
soon return energizes and sustains
them is a positive experience that becomes a highlight of their week they
will want to invite others share in.

To establish each church in Central Jamaica Conference as a healthy growing
church.
To identify and set in operation, over
the next four years, strategies to help at
least 48 weak churches within the Conference to be established as a healthy
congregation.

Minimum Standards for Evaluating
the Viability of Each Church:
1.

Implementation of all elements of a
growing church

2.

Functioning Worship Services
(Divine Service)
a. Sabbath School
b. Bible Class
c. Adventist Youth Service

5. Wholistic Small Groups: Commitment to small communities (6-12 people) within the larger community, which
act like ‘mini-church’, where closer relationships can be formed, and where
worship, prayer, pastoral support, ongoing discipleship, Bible application
and outreach take place in a smaller
setting.

6. Need-orientated outreach. Outreach which has a priority of discovering the practical needs in the communities served by the local church, and
meeting those needs as an integral part
of their overall outreach.
7. Loving relationships. A community where people are committed to
welcoming, serving, loving, caring for,
and forgiving others. Growing churches also tend to have a lot of laughter in
them.
8. Functional Structures. Organizational and leadership structures which
enable all the above to happen rather than obstruct it. Structures which
are flexible enough to adopt to to the
changing landscape without compromising the core values of the church.
Churches that will be receiving immediate attention are:
MANCHESTER
· Hope
. St. Toolis
. Cross Keys
. Melrose (replant)
ST. CATHERINE
· Corletts Road
· Spring Vale
CLARENDON
· Gravel Hill
· Richmond Park
· Aenon Town
. Mitchell Town

SPECIAL FEATURES
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Establishing the Church as an
Evangelistic Centre Using Christ’s Method

I

Assistant to the President for Evangelism, Training and Development
Prepared by Pastor Damian Chambers

t was Charles Spurgeon who said,
“Every Christian is either a missionary or an impostor.” That’s because
Matthew 28:19, 20 is as much a part
of Christian duty as Bible study and
prayer.
If we are commandment keepers, then
we ought to obey the words of Jesus in
Matthew 28:19, 20, “Go ye therefore,
and teach all nations, baptizing them
in the name of the Father, and of the
Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching
them to observe all things whatsoever
I have commanded you: and, lo, I am
with you always, even unto the end of
the world. Amen.”

Strategy

As we respond to the command to go,
we need a strategy. To “go” without
knowledge is like using a machete that
is dull, we will be operating below our
potential.
It was Ellen G. White who said, “We
must not enter into the Lord’s work
hap-hazard and expect success. The
Lord needs men of mind, men of
thought. Jesus calls for co-workers,
not blunderers. God wants right thinking and intelligent men to do the great
work necessary to the salvation of
souls” (Gospel Workers, 321).
Therefore, as we seek to lead the church
to fulfilling Christ’s mission, we are
recommending the only method that
will guarantee success—that is Christ’s
method.
“Christ’s method alone will give true
success in reaching the people. The
Saviour mingled with men as one who
desired their good. He showed His
sympathy for them, ministered to their
needs, and won their confidence. Then
He bade them, “Follow Me” (Ministry
of Healing, 143).
This method is not only effective for

5. All Departmental plans should be
geared towards fulfilling one aspect/
phase of Christ’s Method of Evangelism (see 2nd section).
6. Integrate prayer into every aspect of
Church life
7. Well planned Bible Class and Sabbath School Lesson Study
8. Organize small groups
Pastor Damian Chambers

individual outreach, but also on a cooperate level.
On a cooperate level, I recommend that
the Church implement each phase of
Christ’s method of doing evangelism.
But, before the church reaches out, it
needs to be prepared.

A Prepared Church

For the church to operate as an evangelism centre using Christ’s method, the
following are recommended:
1. Make plans for every member to be
at work. Collect from each member a
spiritual gifts inventory and have a
team/committee look at each case and
make plans for training and assigning
each member their work.
2. Implement discipleship programme
for our children and youth through
exposing them to Christian education
and the Sabbath School.
3. Continuous Evangelistic Training
Programme for all members. Utilizing
the Wednesday Night Prayer meeting
for brief testimonies on evangelism
and instruction.
4. Appoint field days when members
who volunteer to do Bible studies and
visitation can receive instructions and
gain practical experience.

PHASES OF CHRIST’S METHOD

The Saviour “Mingled with Men as
One who desired their good”
The principle behind this phase of ministry is that the church should ensure
that it “comes close” to the people. “It
is through the social relations that
Christianity comes in contact with the
world.” . . . “Our experienced workers should strive to place themselves
where they will come in direct contact
with those needing help.” (quoted from
Adventist Record, “Week of Prayer
Reading 2016”, pg. 13).
Rick Waren, in his book, Purpose Driven Church, said, “We must learn to
think like unbelievers in order to win
them. The problem is, the longer you
are a believer, the less you think like
an unbeliever.” (pg. 189).
The best way for understanding how
unbelievers think, is to come close to
them. We should not join with unbelievers out of a mere love for pleasure,
but we need interaction with them, in
order to understand their needs.
Here are a few methods/ways that a
church can encourage and take advantage of interaction with unbelievers for
mission:
1. Regular community walk through.
This does not have be include any solicitation; simply visiting homes, expressing concern and praying with people.

SPECIAL FEATURES

37 2. Social Media. This is where people
live these days. Over half the world’s
population has access to the Internet
and over 1 Billion open social media
accounts. Ensure your church is on social media.

3. Community Organizations. Encourage members to join their community
organizations and become active members. This helps to build relationships
and to understanding how community
folks think.
4. Sports. Sports is a great way to connect with our youth, especially our boys.
5. Funerals, Weddings, Baby Dedication. These special events provide great
opportunity for interaction with unbelievers. Therefore, the church should
have a strategy for maintaining connection even after these events. People
are more receptive to the gospel when
change takes place in their lives—when
a loved one dies, getting married, a
new baby is born or moving to a new
area to live.
6. Vestry. Many unbelievers look to the
pastor for counseling or for documents
to be signed. All these are opportunities
for interaction with the community.
7. Connection with community schools.
The church should seek to build relationships with schools that are located
within their area.
8. Well trained and functioning hospitality system. Visitors to your church
are number one on your list of potential
candidates without whom you interact.
Plan to connect with visitors from first
visit and maintain connection through
to baptism. Here are a few guild lines
for establishing a functioning hospitality system for your church:
a. Well-trained ushers/greeters
b. Welcome Cards
c. Interest Management System.
Ensure to log the details from
your welcome cards in a data
		
base or spreadsheet for future
		refer ence
d. Follow-up call/text after each
		visit
e. Incentive for continued visits
f. Basic Bible Doctrines Class (or

		
		
		
		
		
		

Baptismal Class) that is taught
by the pastor or assigned elder.
Regular visitors, especially
those who may have responded to an altar call are invited to
attend this class.

“…Showed His sympathy for them and
Ministered to their Needs”
We all need Jesus, but not all are aware
of this need. What most persons are
aware of are what is referred to as
“felt” needs. The temporal needs that
they are faced with on a daily basis. In
order for us to get their attention, the
church must identify and as best as
possible minister to the “felt” needs of
individuals. This was Christ’s method
of operation.
As the adage says, “No one cares how
much you know until they know how
much you care.” The church shows that
she cares by ministering to people’s
needs in a disinterested way.
Here are guidelines for doing this
phase of ministry:
1. Use community needs assessment
surveys and other data-gathering techniques to identify the felt needs of the
community and organize community
outreach programmes based on your
findings. We should not plan community outreach programmes until we understand the needs of the community.
2. We should not only minister to the
felt needs of non-members, but also for
members of the church.
3. We should establish needs-based
ministry, not only for the poor; but all
categories of people.
4. Welcome or congratulatory cards
should be prepared for persons who join
community for the first time, get married, have a new baby or are grieving.
5. Well-planned worship service that
considers the unchurched
Won their confidence, then bid them,
“Follow Me”
As we minister to the felt needs of individuals, this will help to create a favorable image of the church in the minds
of the community. This is a powerful
tool in the hands of the church, as it

makes it much easier when the church
needs to invite persons to their evangelistic meetings.
As we win the confidence of the community, we ought to keep in mind that
we are not doing these things merely
to create good name, but to lead people
to Jesus.
Therefore, plans must be put in place to
reap from the good name that we have
created with outreach programmes by
giving persons an opportunity to accept Jesus as their Saviour.
Jesus was not afraid or ashamed to
challenge the people who flocked Him
to surrender their lives to Him, even
though it meant that many would turn
away in response (John 6:29-66).
Here are some suggestions for fulfilling this aspect of mission:
1. Permanent Baptismal Class
2. Regular and well-planned altar calls.
Ensure that decision cards are signed
by persons who respond to altar calls.
3. Plan in place for creating and follow
up of interest during our funerals, weddings, baby blessings, vestry, seminars.
4. Nurturing system for youth Sabbath
school to accept Christ.
5. Strong Biblical Preaching on a weekly basis
6. Reaping campaigns (Tent, Church,
Outdoor, Weekend etc)
7. Regular outdoor/street meetings
8. Employed Bible Worker(s) who visit
and do follow-up with interests
9. Organized Bible School that provides opportunity for members to signup their friends for Bible study.

Conclusion

By using Christ’s method of evangelism as our outreach strategy, we make
provision for every member to be involved in ministry. Not all can preach
or conduct a Bible study, but all can be
a good neighbor and build friendships
that open doors of opportunity for
evangelism.
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STRATEGIC PLANS FOR 2018-2022

D

uring a 3-day retreat in the month
of August 2018, the newly elected
Administrators, Directors and other
members of the Executive Committee
of the Central Jamaica Conference met
to establish strategic plans for the 20182022 quadrennium.
The plans are established based on
a SWOT analysis that was done. The
SWOT analysis included feedback
from members of the churches, pastors and conference leaders.
After much prayer and discussions,
the Executive Committee voted to
adopt 5 strategic imperatives as follows:
1. Committed to Christlike Living:
We decide each day to seek after
and maintain a constant connection with God because we cannot do without Him.
Our connection with God is
demonstrated by spiritual,
moral, ethical, and relational
behaviors that are consistent
with the teachings and 		
example of Jesus.
2. Communication, Education &
Development: Increase and
improve on our relationships
and services through information gathering and dissemination, as well as equipping of our
employees, improving the
physical structures and financial
growth of our churches.
3. Preaching, Teaching and
Discipling: Reaching out to
others, starting with those who
are closest to us and continuing
to those far away by sharing love
for and faith in God as we
express our concern for the
salvation ofothers using Christ’s
method of ministry as outlined
thus: “The Saviour mingled with

Pastor Levi Johnson (right) leads out in a discussion during the strategic planning retreat for the 2018-2022 quadrennium at a Hotel in Ocho Rios during the month of July
2018. Pastor Nevail Barrett (left), Executive Secretary of the Conference looks on.

men as one who desired their
good. He showed His sympathy
for them, ministered to their
needs, and won their confidence.
Then He bade them, Follow Me. ”
4. Comprehensive Health
Ministries: Affirming the
biblical principles of the wellbeing of the whole person, we
make healthful living and the
healing of the sick a priority
and, through our ministry to the
poor and oppressed, cooperate
with the Creator in His compassionate work of restoration.
5. Committed to Serving Humanity:
Caring for each other as a family
it is the pursuit of brotherhood,
unity with our brothers, of
acceptance, of communion and
of brotherly love. Offering
forgiveness, shelter and
affection. By reaching in we are
intentional in fostering
discipleship and in building up
the church in comfort, mutual
listening, sympathy and love.
The vision and mission statements
basically remained the same, except
for one terminology adjustment as
follows:

VISION STATEMENT

To have every member transformed
and anchored in the Body of Christ, in
readiness for His imminent return.

MISSION STATEMENT

To proclaim the Everlasting Gospel by
impacting communities and preparing people for Christ’s soon return.
A substantial portion of the discussion time was dedicated to defining
and adopting core values. More than
simply listing the terms for each value, the committee decided to give
brief definitions of each value. It was
felt that these core values should be
adhered to as we carry out mission.
Therefore, leaders at each level of the
church are encouraged to discuss and
implement these values in their operations as follows:
OUR VALUES
Equality – serving and being served
without partiality or reservation
Integrity – doing the right thing even
when no one is watching
Respect – high esteem and regard for
all humans.
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“ Behold I come quickly...”
Our mission is to uplift Jesus
Christ, uniting Seventh-day
Adventists in central Jamaica
Conference by sharing beliefs,
missions, news and hope.

Pastor Billy Watson (left), Conference Treasurer and a group of Directors engage in
discussions during the strategic planning retreat.

Forgiveness – redeem or restore
Excellence – going beyond the ordinary
Love – Out of a relationship with God,
we demonstrate concern for the
well-being of all/everyone.

Compassion - Heartfelt expression
of care and concern for all people
Equity – Removing any hint of impartiality in every aspect of life

Fidelity – The quality of being faithful and loyal

Subsequently, the new strategic
plans have been introduced to the
Pastors and Local Leaders of the
churches during our first constituency meeting in September 2018. All
churches are encouraged to adopt
these plans by using the imperatives
as a framework for establishing strategic plans for their church/district.

Humility – Giving up self for the
good of others

For full outline of the strategic plans,
please visit: www.centralja.org.

Dignity – Maintaining God-consciousness for yourself
Punctuality – Respect for time/
Good stewards of time
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