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President’s Message
As we lived, shared, learned, reaped
and discipled individuals, our Mission Statement, “Every member
transformed and anchored in the
body of Christ in readiness for His
imminent return” became a reality.

Levi Johnson, President

Empowered by the counsel in Romans 12:2, on our knees, united in
prayer, crying, ‘Lord Transform
Me”, through the power of prayer,
and under the guidance of the Holy
Spirit we have advanced the cause
of God and have experienced transformation.

This annual publication of the Central Focus is a brief report of some
of the “Lord Transform Me” activities that were done in the Conference over the past year. As the
adage says, ‘iron sharpeneth iron’,
it is our desire that the contents of
this Magazine will give the constituents an opportunity to see, read
and be encouraged by the various
innovative methods used to accomplish our goals.

At the time of writing, 2017 is almost at its close,and as such, I am
using this opportunity to express
gratitude, on behalf of the Adminis-

tration of the Conference, for your
support of the work during the
year. We undertook many of our
decisions in faith and God rewarded our faith with success. Together we give God the glory for
His leading, and manifold blessings
in our lives as well as that of our
Church.

The predictions for 2018 are not the
brightest, but standing on God’s
promises and the evidences of His
leading in the past, we look forward
to 2018 with great hope for another
successful year.
We pray that each member will
have a safe and festive season.
Levi L. Johnson

Experiencing the
Transformation
After we pray, “Lord, Transform
Me”, the next step is to “Experience
the Transformation”.

The greatest need that the world has,
is to see Jesus. God is depending on
His people to show the world who
Jesus is. The only way for the world
to see Jesus in us, is when we experience the transformation.

Pastor Damian Chambers,

Assistant to the President for
Evangelism, Training and
Development for CJC

As Ellen G. White states, “When the
Spirit of God takes possession of the
heart, it transforms the life. Sinful
thoughts are put away, evil deeds are
renounced; love, humility, and peace
takes the place of anger, envy, and
strife. Joy takes the place of sadness,
and the countenance reﬂects the light
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of heaven… The blessing comes when
by faith the soul surrenders itself to
God” (The Desire of Ages, 173).

As the theme suggests, transformation is an experience, not an event;
therefore, the transformation that we
experience at the start of our journey,
is what we ought to seek daily. Consequently, the prayer - “Lord, Transform Me” - should not be prayed just
once, but every morning and every
moment.
Let us pray this prayer until the
world sees Jesus in our lives, in our
homes and in our Churches.

Let us experience the Transformation!
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CJC YOUTH LEADERS ACT AS CONFERENCE
ADMINISTRATORS AND DIRECTORS
welcomed
the
group and gave an
overview of how
the
Conference
functions. He also
introduced them to
the Working Policy
which guides the
operations of the
Conference.

Youth leaders pose for a group photo with the Administrators and Directors of CJC. These youth leaders acted in the
position of Administrators and Directors for an entire day.

A

| Credits: Damian Chambers

Communication Director,
Pastor
Damian Chambers,
presented a sum-

s part of the annual Youth
Month activities celebrated in
November, eleven (11) youth
leaders assumed leadership positions
in the Central Jamaica Conference, acting as Administrators and Directors for
a day on Monday, November 14, 2016.
Starting with devotion, the youth leaders were invited to experience what a
typical day at the Oﬃce felt like for the
Administrators and Directors.
Pastor Levi Johnson, president of CJC
holds up a copy of the Adventist
The full slate of Youth Conference OﬃWorking Policy book. Pastor Johnson
cials is as follows:was
giving an overview of conference
• President and Prayer Ministries:
operations
to the youth leaders.
Doniel Linton
|
Credits:
Damian
Chambers
• Executive Secretary and

Ministerial: Jevon Reid
• Treasurer: Kerrian Reid
• Sabbath School and Personal
Ministries: Paula Whittaker
• Education: Arlene McLeod
• Family and Health: Roshania Tully
• Youth and Publishing: Xavier Small
• Communication: Ragel Barrett
• Stewardship: Harlow Johnson
• Spirit of Prophecy and Religious
Liberty: Kevin Parker
• Women, Community Services &
Children Ministries: Sheresse
Hamilton

After receiving their assignments, the
“shadow” oﬃcers had a brieﬁng session, during which Pastor Levi Johnson, President of the Conference

mary of CJC’s strategic plans which
gives an insight into the mission and
vision statements of the organisation.
Then, it was time for work.

Each shadow Director/Administrator
had the opportunity to be directly involved in the tasks to be accomplished
during the day by their respective Departments.

At approximately 3:00 pm, the young
people joined the Directors and Administrators for a Committee Meeting, where
they reﬂected on their experiences and
participated in other discussions.

The youth testiﬁed that it was an eyeopening experience for them. They in-
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dicated that they have developed a
greater respect for the leaders of the
Church.

According to “shadow” President,
Doniel Linton, “it was an experience
that really opened my eyes. I have been
exposed to church work for a few
years, but having been exposed to the
inside running of the Conference, I
have renewed vision of how the
church operates. And I return to my
church with a renewed passion to
serve my church and federation.”

Pastor Kevon Barnaby, Youth Director
of CJC addresses the youth leaders.

| Credits: Damian Chambers

Youth Director, Pastor Kevan Barnaby,
mentioned that this arrangement was
intended to give the youth ﬁrst-hand
knowledge of how leadership operates
within the Church at the Conference
level. Pastor Barnaby also mentioned
that this experiment is expected to
send a message to the church that we
are in full support of our youth.

During the month of November each
year, the local church leadership is
asked to mentor the youths by allowing them to function in leadership positions of their local church for the
entire month. This is one of few times
that the Conference has participated in
the activity.

Published: 19-11-2016 | Damian Chambers, Director of Communications,
Health and Assistant to the President for

Evangelism.
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Seventh-day Adventist Lifestyle Centre In Jamaica
Expected to Tap into Health Tourism Market

A

partnership forged between the
US-based, House of Blessing
Lifestyle Centre and the Central
Jamaica Conference of Seventh-day Adventists, resulted in a ground breaking
ceremony for the construction of a 20room Five Star Lifestyle Centre on the
grounds of the Adventist-owned site at
Camp Verley in Spring Gardens, St.
Catherine on December 22, 2016.

Administrators of Central Jamaica
Conference and owners of the House
of Blessing Lifestyle Centre prepare
to break ground at the proposed site
for the 20-room Lifestyle Centre.
From left: Ronnie Henry, Executive
Secretary, Sharon King and Venice
Henry, co-owners HBLC, Levi Johnson, President, CJC.
| Credits: Damian Chambers

The Memorandum of Understanding
between both organizations was signed
earlier in 2016. The House of Blessing
Lifestyle Centre is co-owned by Venice
Henry, an Oncological Nurse and
Sharon King, a Psychologist.

According to the House of Blessing
Lifestyle Centre website, “our goal is to
combine healthy living and a fun-ﬁlled vacation getaway into one attractive package.” While oﬀering regular hotel
accommodation, guests at the Lifestyle
Centre are expected to be integrated into a
full health-focused program that includes
interactive cooking workshops, fun-ﬁlled
activities, treatment and therapy, hydrotherapy, vegetarian/ plant-based
menus, exercise/ weight-loss programs,
delicious entrees and much more.

“The goal is for guests to eat like they
are on a vacation, but achieve the beneﬁts of weight loss and/or other rejuvenations that they require”, the website
continued.

Mr. Rico Hill, Director/Speaker for the
Behive Ministry and Guest Speaker
during ground breaking ceremony for
Lifestyle Centre.
| Credits: Andrew Johnson

The ground-breaking ceremony took
place on the grounds of Camp Verley
during a special service which saw Mr.
Rico Hill, Speaker/Director of the Beehive Ministry and host of the program,
“From Sickness to Health” on the Adventist-owned International Television
Station, 3ABN (Three Angels Broadcasting Network).
“From Sickness to Health” is an interview programme that promotes healthful living by featuring various experts
in the ﬁeld of health.

Mr. Hill posited that “A health revolution is taking place” in the secular
world. He, therefore, urged Adventists
to be more proactive in living by and
promoting the health principles that are
outlined in the Bible and the writings of
Ellen G. White. He continued by noting
that, “We have more hospitals, yet we
are still sick. The only food source that
is scientiﬁcally proven to reverse disease, is a plant-based diet.”

Pastor Roy Dennis, Health Ministries
Director of the CJC, who brought greetings during the service, said that “this
is a monumental occasion to which we
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have come. This project has come at a
most appropriate time to ﬁll the need
for a place and a program where God’s
natural laws of health and remedies
can be applied.”

Pastor Roy Dennis Health Ministries
Director of Central Jamaica Conference.
| Credits: Andrew Johnson

Venice Henry and Sharon King shared
with the audience the journey of how

Ms. Venice Henry and Sharon King tell
the audience how they met and decided
to partner in the establishment of a
Lifestyle Centre in Jamaica.
| Credits: Andrew Johnson

the vision for the Lifestyle Centre took
shape. According Ms. Henry, the ﬁrst
impressions about the need for a facility
that would promote natural healing
came while she worked as an Oncological Nurse. She said that her exposure
to the way cancer patients are treated,
made her realize that there must be a
better/diﬀerent way to treat this and
other diseases.
She was also inspired to choose Jamaica
as an ideal location because of its natural beauty, vegetation, climate and the
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Seventh-day Adventist Lifestyle...

reference made by Ellen G. White over
100 years ago, about Jamaica as an ideal
place for establishing a Sanatorium.
She expressed thanks to Pastor Levi

Johnson, President of CJC for being one
of the ﬁrst persons to catch the vision
for the establishment of the Centre, construction of which is expected to begin
in early 2017.

Published: 29-12-2016 | Damian Chambers, Director of Communications, Health
and Assistant to the President for Evangelism

Pat and Ronnie (as they are aﬀectionately called) will retire from active
service to the IADPA Book Store and
CJC respectively, with eﬀect from the
1st January, 2017, after giving a combined total of seventy-seven (77) years
of service to the Adventist church.

Caribbean Union and the South Bahamas Conference respectively.

Adventist Church in Jamaica and Bahamas
Pays Tribute to Retiring Couple

Pastor Henry made the announcement
about his plans to retire during an ExecuPastor Ronnie Henry (left) and his wife tive Committee Meeting held in July 2016.
Patricia Henry listen attentively during
In paying tribute to the couple, Pastor
appreciation dinner held in their honor.
Everett Brown, President of the Jamaica
| Credits: Damian Chambers
Union (JAMU) in a voice ﬁlled with emoRonnie (Pastor) and Patricia Henry, tions, stated - “Ronnie and Pat, we love
whose work for the Adventist church you”. “We pay tribute to a Pastor, a manspans Jamaica and the Bahamas, were ager, a counsellor, a motivator; a Christian
showered with expressions of love and gentleman”, Pastor Brown said about Pasappreciation by friends, family, co- tor Henry. “I would also like to pay tribworkers and church leaders during a ute to his dear wife”, he continued. “This
retirement dinner held in their honour evening the Jamaica Union Conference
by the Central Jamaica Conference pays tribute to a mother, an ideal Pastor’s
(CJC) and the Inter-American Division wife, a counsellor and a sister to the PasPublishing Association (IADPA) at the tors’ wives.”
Willowdene Group of Schools’ Auditorium in Spanish Town, St. Catherine
on Tuesday, 20th December, 2016.

Pastor Levi Johnson, President of CJC,
also expressed appreciation for the
calm and digniﬁed way in which Ronnie approached his work as an Administrator. Pastor Henry served the
Conference as Executive Secretary for
over 6 years.

The dinner saw over 200 persons in attendance, including workers of CJC
and their spouses, representatives
from Northern Caribbean University,
Jamaica Union, IADPA Books Stores,
and the South Bahamas Conference.

Pastor Everett Brown, president of the
Jamaica Union Conference pays tribute Video tributes were presented on behalf of Dr. Leonard Johnson and Pastor
to Ronnie and Pat Henry.
Paul Scavella, Presidents of the Atlantic
| Credits: Damian Chambers
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Pastor Levi Johnson, president of CJC
and Billy Watson, treasurer pay tribute to their colleague administrator,
Ronnie Henry. | Credits: Damian Chambers
Dr. Johnson expressed thanks to Pastor
Henry for nurturing him during his
early years in ministry, while Pastor
Scavella reﬂected on the “dedicated and
committed service” that Pastor Henry
gave to the church in the Bahamas.
Pastor Henry and his wife are both Jamaicans, but met for the ﬁrst time in
the Bahamas when Pastor Henry went
there to work as an Accountant in the
Conference Oﬃce in 1970.

They got married in 1974 and have two
adult - children Ronesha and Ronnie,
and seven grandchildren.

In their responses, Pat and Ronnie
shared that they plan to use their retirement years to spend more time
with family and God.

Published: 22-12-2016 | Damian Chambers, Director of Communications,
Health and Assistant to the President for
Evangelism
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CJC Creates New Pastoral District In Portmore and Voted
the Largest Number of Pastoral Reassignments Since 2014

W

Mr. Williams is ﬂanked by members of OSAY team while he is greeted by
Pastor Kevan Barnaby, Youth Director, CJC
ith eﬀect from the 1st January,
2017 the Braeton district of
Seventh-day
Adventist
Churches, will merge two of its congregations (Hellshire and Greater Portmore) to create the Hellshire District.
This action was voted by the Central Jamaica Conference (CJC) Executive Committee on December 13, 2016.

According to Pastor Levi Johnson, President of CJC, this move is in an eﬀort to
keep pace with the rapid growth of the
church in Portmore. Pastor Johnson was
speaking at a consultation meeting with
the leaders of the churches within the
Portmore area to discuss plans for the
reconﬁguration. The meeting was held
on November 17, 2016 at the Portmore
church.

Administrators of Central
Jamaica Conference

Administrators of Central Jamaica Conference met with leaders of the Portmore churches. In photo: Billy Watson,
treasurer (left), Levi Johnson (center),
Ronnie Henry (right) | Credits: Damian
Chambers, CJC

The Seventh-day Adventist church in
Portmore has grown from one (1) District with a few small churches in the
1980s to ﬁve (5) Districts (as of this new
conﬁguration) with nine (9) churches,
boasting an average membership of
1,000 each.
The Tent City and Portmore Districts

were also adjusted. The Newlands
Church was merged with Tent City
while the Portmore church, along with
the Church for the Deaf will make up
the Portmore District.

Elder Huon Williams of the Greater
Portmore Church makes a point during
meeting with Leaders of the Seventhday Adventist churches within Portmore. | Credits: Damian Chambers
PASTOR
Leighton Hynes
Desmond Robinson
Wayne Palmer
Francis West
Kenroy Campbell
Dwayne Scott
Sean Williams
Javian Hutton
Christopher Mighty
Carlton Richards
(Spanish Town)
Donovan DaCosta
Howard Grant
Levi Johnson
Coniel Morgan
Roy Dennis
Vincent Lounds
Mervin Ellis
Romone Phoenix
Kemel O'Hara
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Administrators of Central Jamaica
Conference met with leaders of the
Portmore churches. In photo: Billy
Watson, treasurer (left), Levi Johnson
(center), Ronnie Henry (right).
| Credits: Damian Chambers

New Pastoral Assignments

The Executive Committee has voted
new pastoral assignments, not only to
meet the reconﬁguration of the Districts
in Portmore, but also reassignment of
18 pastors as follows (see chart below).:
Included in these assignments are the
employment of four (4) new Pastors—
Kenroy Campbell (Comfort Hall),
Kemel O’Hara (Bird’s Hill), Vincent
Lounds (Spanish Town Church and
Willowdene Group of Schools as Chaplin) and Kaymar Lewis (Intern Pastor,
yet to be assigned).
These assignments will take eﬀect on
January 1, 2017.

CURRENT ASSIGNMENT
Bird’s Hill
Colleyville
Mike Town
Tredegar Park
-Intern Pastor (May Pen)
Intern Pastor (Portmore)
Glengoffe
Kitson Town
Intern Pastor
Crofts Hill
Crofts Hill
Tent City
Portmore
Comfort Hall
Director
-Braeton
Central Village
--

NEW ASSIGNMENT
Colleyville
Mike Town
Cedar Grove
Knockpatrick
Comfort Hall
Tredegar Park
Glengoffe
Kitson Town
Linstead

Central Village
Tent (Newlands added )
Portmore (without Newlands)
Portmore (with Deaf Church)
Spanish Town Church
Spanish Town (Intern)
Hellshire
Braeton
Bird’s Hill
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‘THE DEAF SHALL HEAR – HALLELUJAH!’

A

Newly Established Adventist Deaf Church
Conducts its First Baptism

total of ﬁve (5) deaf persons
were among ninety-eight (98)
baptized under the red and
white tent located at the old Jamintel
site, oﬀ the Newlands Main Road, the
venue of the Better Life and Community Series. The baptisms took place on
February 11 and 18, 2017.

Two (2) of the persons from the Deaf
Church who are baptized--Shanique Roach
(left) and Nadine Peart-Thompson (right).
Pastors Howard Grant (front) and Coneil
Morgan (back) conducted the baptism.
| Credits: Charmaine Bailey-Bloomﬁeld,
Portmore Church

These members are the ﬁrst to be baptized since the Deaf Church was established at the Portmore Seventh-day
Adventist Church in November 2016.
The church has a regular attendance of
over forty-six (46) persons.

Pastor of the Portmore Deaf Church,
Pastor Coniel Morgan, indicated that
‘the church is growing and several individuals have expressed an interest in
joining the Deaf Church’.

Pastor Coniel Morgan was appointed
as the Pastor for the Deaf Church by
the CJC Executive Committee as of January 1, 2017. He previously served in
the Comfort Hall district of churches.
Pastor Morgan’s training in sign language gives him the ability to communicate with and thus to eﬀectively
minister to members of the Deaf Community.
The Church is not without challenges,

however, as with this growth, the social issues of the members are brought
into sharper focus. “It is a community
that has been marginalized because of
being deaf”, says Pastor Morgan, “and
therefore the church will have to also
cater to the physiological, educational
and social needs of this community”.
He spoke of plans for the various Seventh-day Adventist educational institutions, such as Northern Caribbean
University (NCU), to implement training programmes for this special group
of persons.

Among the initiatives already implemented to bridge the gap between the
hearing and the deaf, is the commencement of signing classes at the Central
Jamaica Conference of Seventh-Day
Adventist on the 12th February 2017.
Sign language classes commenced with
just about 40 persons in attendance.
The classes are hosted by the Sabbath
School and Personal Ministries Depart-

Nadine Peart-Thompson (left), one of
the deaf persons who recently got baptized sings (signs) a song for her friend
Anesia Sealy during her baptism while
Georgia Cummings (right) translates
for the congregation and Dr. Merick
Walker (center) looks on.
| Credits: Damian Chambers

"feels free and happy that she is no
longer under the control of the devil;
but is with Jesus." She shared that is
learning more about the Bible and likes
the songs that the church sings. Nadine

Students of the Sign Language Class practice what they learn during the ﬁrst of
eleven sessions on Sunday, February 12, 2017. Approximately 40 persons attended.
| Credits: Coneil Morgan

ment of the Conference each Sunday at
4 pm for the next 10 weeks.

Nadine Peart-Thompson, who was
among the ﬁrst four (4) deaf persons to
be baptized on February 11, 2017, testiﬁed that she is excited about her new
found faith. Nadine expressed that she
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also shared that out of gratitude for
those who encouraged her, she also
has three (3) persons whom she is encouraging to accept Jesus as Saviour.

Published: 16-02-2017 | Charmaine Bailey-Bloomﬁeld, Portmore Church and
Damian Chambers, CJC
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Adventist School Serious About Prayer
Willowdene Group of Schools.

IPray, is a tool that will be used to
teach students to appreciate prayer, by
learning how to pray for themselves
and others.

S

Prayer Garden Established at the Willowdene Group of Schools.
| Credits: Andrew Johnson
ituated at the entrance of the Willowdene Group of Schools just
across from the Administrative
building, is a very scenic and beautiful
garden. This special area is now the
home of the Willowdene Group of
School’s ﬁrst prayer garden.

rassed to be seen praying, prayer is
powerful.”

He continued, “We want to encourage
everyone that whenever you feel the
need, stop by the garden and pray it
will be a transformational experience.

Students and Teachers of the Willowdene Group of
Schools gathered for prayer in the prayer garden.
| Credits: Andrew Johnson

The garden was dedicated on Wednesday March 8, 2017, during a special
prayer and dedicatory service, held to
celebrate the General Conference’s International Day of Prayer for Seventhday Adventist Schools.

“Prayer is an important and essential
part of the Willowdene group of
School’s existence,” Mr. Peter
Williams, Principal of the Willowdene
Group of Schools reminded the students and teachers. “Do not be embar-

Consequently, special days have been
set apart when students will meet to
have praying practice sessions to adequately prepare them for the upcoming Week of Prayer programme in
April 2017, as well as the community
impact to take place in that same week.

“It is during these sessions that students will develop the conﬁdence and
faith in God needed to pray more eﬀectively,” he concluded.

Published: 10-03-2017 | Kimarley Walker
Medley, Production Assistant/ Resource
Coordinator

Peter Williams, Principal of Willowdene Group of
Schools. | Credits: Andrew Johnson

Prayers of dedication were oﬀered by
Mrs. Jacqueline Turner, Grade One
Teacher at the Willowdene Preparatory, Mrs. Rosemarie Robinson Porter
teacher at the Willowdene Early Childhood Division and Mrs. Janice Sewell
HOD Business and Information Technology Willowdene High School.

Launch of the IPRAY Initiative
This dedicatory service also facilitated
the launch of the IPray Initiative by
Pastor Vincent Lounds, Chaplain of the
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Vincent Lounds, Chaplain of the
Willowdene Group of Schools.
| Credits: Andrew Johnson
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CJC EMPLOYS ITS FIRST FEMALE PASTOR
“Latoya is a dedicated, hard-working
and committed worker”, says Pastor
Devon Champier, Senior Pastor of the
Asia District, where Latoya has been
assigned since October 2016.

“I am overjoyed.” says Latoya. “I feel
like someone who has been praying
about something for a long time and
when I least expected it, God came
through for me.”

F

or the ﬁrst time in its 66 years of
operation, the Central Jamaica
Conference of Seventh-day Adventists (CJC) has voted to employ a
female Pastor.

Mrs Smythe-Forbes graduated from
West Indies College (now Northern
Caribbean University) in 1998 with a
Bachelor of Arts Degree in Religion
and Theology. Since then she had
been involved in various areas of
ministry, including being a missionary to South Korea, and as a Bible Instructor with CJC in 2014 and 2016.
She has, however, never been employed as a Pastor.

Through God’s amazing guidance
and provision, she attended the
Northern Caribbean University
(NCU), where she pursued a Bachelor of Arts Degree in Theology with a
Minor in Youth Ministry. Upon graduation in 1998 she went on to serve as
a missionary for the General Conference of Seventh - day Adventist in
South Korea.

In 2004 she was employed as Chaplain of the Victor Dixon High School,
where she taught Religious Education to the Grade 9 – 12 students. The
years 2010 to 2011 saw her serving as
the Pastor of Administration at Madison Mission Seventh-day Adventist
church in the USA. In May 2011, Pastor Smythe-Forbes completed a Master’s Degree in Pastoral Studies with
a concentration in Church Development.

Pastor Smythe-Forbes shares her testimony during the Thanksgiving and
Recommitment Service for the CJC
workers on February 18, 2017 at the
Spanish Town Church.
| Credits: Andrew Johnson

At the meeting of the Conference’s
Executive Committee on the 15th
February, 2017, members voted to
employ Mrs Latoya Smythe-Forbes as
the Assistant Pastor of the Asia District of Churches.

live her life to serve Him in sharing
the gospel with others.

Pastor Latoya Smythe-Forbes, ﬁle
photo | Credits: Andrew Johnson

PROFILE

Pastor Smythe-Forbes was born in
Hermitage, St. Andrew, to the parents of Shirley Johnson and Tyson
Smythe. During her adolescent years,
she migrated to the United States
where she became a baptized member of the Seventh-day Adventist
Church.
Following her baptism, she made a
covenant with God that she would
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Latoya believes that God has given
her a vision to create a model church
that employs creative, revolutionary
methods for church growth. She is excited to preach the good news of the
Gospel of Jesus Christ, and is conﬁdent that God will bring to fruition
His purposes in her life.

She is married to Egerton Forbes and
together they have ﬁve children,
Jaden (13), and Azriel (10), Talia (3)
and 9 month old twins - Jamario and
Lamario.

Published: 28-02-2017 | Damian Chambers, Director of Communications,
Health and Assistant to the President for
Evangelism
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Record Number of Adventist Youths Join
Hands to Carry Out Acts of Kindness in
St. Catherine During OSAY 2017

O

ver 4,000 youths of Central Jamaica Conference of Seventhday Adventists participated in
OPERATION SAVE A YOUTH (OSAY)
which was hosted in the parish of St.
Catherine on Sunday, March 19, 2017.
The young people participated over 70
projects across various sections of the
parish, including building and repairing houses, planting of trees, painting,
street cleaning, cleaning of beaches, donating blood and caring for the elderly.

The youths congregated at the Jose
Marti High School in Spanish Town
where they participated in devotional
exercises, received instructions and
were assigned to the various projects
that had been scheduled for the day.

Pastor Al Power, Director of Youth
Ministries from the Inter-American Division was the devotional speaker.

Cleaning of Beach in Portmore

Approximately 900 youths were dispatched to the Portmore area for various
projects, which included the painting of
the perimeter wall at the Waterford
High School, doing major repairs to two
(2) houses in Clifton, handing over of
beds and assisting with caring for the
wards at the Friends and Family Nursing Home.

the Commodore Cemetery.

Mr. Donovan Rhone, an elderly gentleman from the Bog Walk area who had

Old Harbour Bay Beach

The Old Harbour Bay Beach also received a well-needed face lift.

OSAY Volunteers do major repairs to house for Mr. Donovan Rhone of Bog
Walk. | Credits: OSAY Volunteer Photographer

a house built for him and his yard
cleaned by the young people, expressed appreciation for the kindness
that he had received. Mr. Rhone represents many other persons like himself,
who had their homes refurbished and
in some instances, had a house built for
them.

Deveen Sweeny, a youth from the Braeton Seventh-day Adventist Church,
shared her experience while working
on this project. She said “The beach
was littered with every possible piece
of waste, ranging from glass bottles to
ﬁsh nets. At the end of the day, we collected about 300 bags of garbage. This

The twelve (12) youths of the SouthEastern Conference of Seventh-day Adventists who participated in OSAY
were assigned to the project at the Waterford High School.

The major project for Portmore was the
cleaning up of the Hellshire Beach
property. where dozens of bags of
garbage and debris were removed.

Linstead Market and Cemetery

Another 500 youths were dispatched to
the Linstead area to assist with the
cleaning up of the Linstead Market and

OSAY Volunteers help to clean up Hellshire Beach.
| Credits: OSAY Volunteer Photographer

10

CJC Magazine 2017 A 12/18/2017 9:18 AM Page 11

Record Number of Adventist Youths...
was not enough, as there was still more
to be done to the area, but we knew
that we had done our part in reducing
the waste on the beach. The residents
and vendors welcomed us and we took
the opportunity to hand out small
books and Priorities Magazines to
them. It was a blessing to extend a
hand as God’s stewards.”

Pastor Kevan Barnaby, Youth Ministries Director of CJC in making the
presentations to the students said,

These persons each received $5,000.00
and a plaque. Councilor Patricia Harris
of the Angel’s Division who brought

Town Centre Display, Health
Clinic and other Services

While the youths were out on their
project sites, major health care and
other services were being oﬀered to the
community at the Sagicor Shopping
Centre in the heart of Spanish Town.
Agencies such as the HEART
Trust/NTA and National Youth Service
had their booths setup to give information on job opportunities for the
youths.

Other agencies that were present included Centre for the Investigation of
Sexual Oﬀences and Child Abuse
(CISOCA), Child Development Agency
(CDA), Northern Caribbean University
(NCU) and the Willowdene Group of
Schools. The Mobile Medical and Dental Clinic of the Braeton Seventh-day
Adventist Church also conducted a free
health clinic on-site where blood pressure checks, cholesterol tests and doctor’s visit were done. The Adventist
owned and operated H.S. Walters
Health Centre oﬀered free dental care
to 44 persons at their location on the
Old Harbour Road.

Awards, Recognition and Educational Grants

During the afternoon’s programme,
which started at approximately 3:00 pm
with a community concert, several individuals received awards and recognition for their service.

Educational grants in the sum of Fifty
Thousand Dollars ($50,000.00) each
were presented to twelve (12) High
Schools and Tertiary students.

Recipients of the Educational Grant from OSAY 2017 pose for a photograph. Educational grants in the sum of Fifty Thousand Dollars ($50,000.00) each were
presented to twelve (12) High Schools and Tertiary students.
| Credits: OSAY Volunteer Photographer
“There are several needy students who
are struggling to ﬁnance their education, and as a Youth -Ministries Department we have seen the need and
decided to assist. The amount is not
suﬃcient, but we know it will go a far
way to alleviate the burden that these
students face.”

The Educational Grants were made
possible through contributions made
by the Yello Media Group Jamaica Limited (previously known as Yellow
Pages), whose representative, Mrs. Jessica Campbell, Marketing Manager,
who presented a cheque of US$2,000.00
to the Youth Ministries Department.

In addition to these grants, the Youth
Department also took time out to recognize and award the work of ﬁve (5)
employees of the National Solid Waste
Management Authority (NSWMA)
whose job involves cleaning the streets
of Spanish Town.
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greetings on behalf of Councilor Norman Scott, Mayor of Spanish Town, offered words of congratulations to the
workers who were being recognized.

One of the recipients, Isolyn HenryJohnson spoke on behalf of the group
said, “Thank you! Thank you! for acknowledging us”, as she expressed gratitude for the recognition and tokens.

Published: 24-03-2017 | Damian Chambers, Director of Communications,
Health and Assistant to the President for
Evangelism
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"Life on Life"

Evangelism Adventist Community Services Department Host
three-day Seminar for Community Services Leaders and Pastors
March 28, 2017 at
Camp Verley, Spring
Gardens.

He further added that
people must be able
to touch, taste, and
feel our Christianity,
by the way we walk
and talk. A process he
described as “Disciples Disciplining”.

Dr. Sung Kwon
| Credits: Andrew Johnson

“Life on Life Evangelism is what is
necessary if we are to complete God’s
mission here on earth” was the call
made Dr. Sung Kwon, Executive Director of the Adventist Community Services, for the North America Division.

“That is what the
church is all about,
we are about building
relationship development environments”,
he said.

Dr. Sharon Aka from Andrews University with seminars in Urban Ministries and Community Services
and Leadership for Non-Proﬁt Organization giving
an overview of the Adventist Learning Community
Website. | Credits: Andrew Johnson

He also shared with
the group three important practices that are vital to being an
eﬀective Adventist Community
Services Leader:

1. Don’t look for
easy target; see all
people as belonging to God. That is
how we transform
the people in our
communities and
the world.

2. Serve others
now. God placed
Dr. May Ellen Colon World Adventist Community Serv- you on earth for a
reason. When we
ices (ACS) Director from the General Conference making
are faithful serher presentation. | Credits: Kimarley Walker Medley
vants in the KingDr. Kwon was speaking to over Eighty dom of Grace we are automatically
(80) Adventist Community Services candidates for the Kingdom of Heaven.
Leaders within the Central Jamaica
Conference of Seventh-day Adventists,
during the main address for day one of
the Jamaica Union Adventist Community Services Seminar held on Tuesday

3. Become an eﬀective witness, by being
a Seventh-day Adventist, seven days of
the week and not only on Sabbaths.

Day two of the seminar included pre-
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sentations from specially invited guest
Dr. May-Ellen Colon, World Adventist
Community Services (ACS) Director
from the General Conference who gave
a synopsis of the ﬁfteen Modules for
the International Institute programme
in Urban Ministries.

Meanwhile Dr. Sharon Aka from Andrews University with seminars in
Urban Ministries and Community
Services and Leadership for Non-Proﬁt
Organization, gave an overview of the
Adventist Learning Community Website, as well as trained Twenty-three
trainers to teach Urban Ministries
classes throughout the three parishes of
the Central Jamaica Conference.
The seminar will end on Thursday
March 30, 2017 with a special training
session for Pastors within the Central
Jamaica Conference at the head oﬃce
at 58 Brunswick Avenue Spanish Town.
Published: 29-03-2017 | Kimarley Walker
Medley, Production Assistant/ Resource
Coordinator
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CHURCH FOOTBALL LEAGUE
LEADS TO BAPTISM

T

Members of the Bellas Gate Church Football Team pose for a group picture during the opening of the league in November 2016. | Credits: Damian Chambers, CJC
he Recreational Football league
that was organized by the
Youth Ministries Department
of Central Jamaica Conference of Seventh-day Adventists’ in November
2016 is reaping success in leading
young men to Christ.

Bryan Bogle, a member of the Bellas
Gate football team was baptized at the
Bellas Gate Seventh-day Adventist
Church on Sabbath, March 18, 2017
with the support of his team mates.

Prior to his baptism, Bryan visited the
Bellas Gate and other Churches occasionally. However, after signing up for
the recreational football league, he
said he was encouraged to attend
church more frequently

He eventually decided to get baptized
and become a member of the church.
His decision was inﬂuenced by en-

couragement from his team mates and
from Pastor Jermaine Swaby of the
Bellas Gate District, said Bryan.

Before going into the water, Bryan said
that he felt nervous about his decision
because he knew of the challenges that
come with a change of lifestyle. After
the service, however, he said that he
felt like a heavy weight had been lifted
oﬀ his shoulders.

Now that he is a member of the Seventh-day Adventist Church, Bryan has
his eyes set on assisting the Pathﬁnder
Club at Bellas Gate with their drilling,
an area in which he had gained experience when he was a member of the
Jamaica Cadet Corps.

Following the baptismal service, Pastor Swaby, Pastor of the Bellas Gate
District of Churches who conducted
the service, pleaded with the members
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who were in attendance to not only
support the football league, but to take
time out to interact with the youths
and show interest in their well-being.
Pastor Swaby stated that “Bryan is a
prime example of individuals who
would not have been reached with the
gospel without the help of the league,
so let us mingle with our young people
as we seek to share Jesus with them.”

The Recreational Football League was
organized with the purpose of building deeper relationships between the
church and community. It currently
has sixteen (16) participating teams
and hosts matches on Sundays.

Published: 30-03-2017 | Karian Blair,
Communication Student
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Adventist High School takes Gold and Silver
at the JCDC Children’s Gospel Final

grand celebration from Willowdene supporters followed
the announcement of Willowdene’s ﬁrst and second placement in
the JCDC Children’s Gospel Final held
on Sunday May 28, 2017 at the Ranny
Williams
Entertainment
Centre,
Kingston.

“I jumped up out of my seat immediately,” he said, “and even today I am
still happy and excited that I was there
to share in their moment of victory”.

Mr. Richardo Campbell Music Teacher at
the Willowdene High School with responsibility for the choir thanked the choir for
their commitment and hard work.

Mr. Allman Brown, Group Manager for
the Melody Sister’s lauded the girls for
a job well done.

“The ladies displayed phenomenal
strength and delivered a powerful performance,” he noted.
He also expressed appreciation to the
JCDC and the Administrators and
Teachers at Willowdene High School
for the incredible role they both played
in the girl’s success.

“I am very grateful that as a Seventhday Adventist Christian institution we
are providing our students with the
ability to develop this expression of art
and then allowing them the opportunity to share it with others and the
JCDC Children’s Gospel Final is just
one way of doing so.”

Willowdene High School Choir | Credits: Allman Brown

Historic win

The Willowdene High School Choir
emerged as ﬁrst place winners for the
choir category ages 11- 15. This is the
ﬁrst time in the school’s history that the
Willowdene High School choir has
won gold.

“This is a big achievement for us and
we will use this as our motivation to
keep doing our best as we look forward
to next year,” he said.

The members of the Choir and Melody
Sisters are thankful for the support
from their teachers, family and friends
and are looking forward to JCDC Children’s Gospel Finals 2018.
Published: 31-05-2017 | Kimarley
Walker Medley, Production Assistant/
Resource Coordinator

Meanwhile the Melody sister’s (Cavail
Barrett, Ashleigh Cummings and Abbigayle Brown) received silver for the ensemble category, ages 11-15.

Mr. Peter Williams, Principal of the
Willowdene Group of School’s commended the students for their hard
work and dedication.

“I am very proud of these students they
represented the institution well and
have taken the school to another
level,” he said.
Williams recalled when the announcement was made how thankful he was.

Melody Sister's live performance at the JCDC Children's Gospel Final 2017
| Credits: Allman Brown
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Six Persons Received Outstanding Service Awards
During 2-day Communication Workshop for Pastors
and Local Church Communicators

He charged the Communication Secretaries and Pastors on “Telling their
story in a changing world” using every
available means.

“We have a very important message,
the world needs to hear it, let us utilize
every area of media and technology to
share this message of God’s grace and
love”, he said.

In Photo (From Left): Front - Orphiel Brown, Mandeville Church, Paul Beckford, Kitson Town Church, Abel Marquez, Communication Director, IAD,
Hernel Latty, Bless TV and Braeton Church. Back - Nigel Coke, Communication Director, Jamaica Union Conference, Damian Chambers, Communication Director, CJC, Charles Bulgin, Associate Communication Director, CJC.
Missing - Kemar Douglas, Judith Cheeze-Morris and Michael Spence.
| Credits: Andrew Johnson
The Communication Department of
Central Jamaica Conference concluded
its 2017 workshops for Communication Secretaries and Pastors by recognizing six individuals for their
remarkable contribution to the ﬁeld of
communication.

Former Director of Communication for
Central Jamaica Conference (CJC) Pastor Kemar Douglas was recognized for
his outstanding contribution to the development of the work in the department over the ﬁve years that he served
as Director.

Meanwhile Mr. Hernel Latty of Bless
TV, Mr. Michael Spence of Premier Entertainment Services, Mrs. Judith
Cheese-Morris, who assist the Conference’s Communication Department
with editorial work, Mr. Paul Beckford
of the Kitson Town Church and Orphiel
Brown of the Mandeville Church were
recipients of awards for their outstand-

Abel also took time out to introduce
the recently voted changes to the Adventist Identity Standards. In April of
this year 2017, the Seventh-day Adventist Church voted to approve a new
identity system during the Annual
Spring Meetings, held at the Church’s
headquarters in Silver Spring, Maryland.
Mr. Marquez challenged the group to
be among the ﬁrst to adopt the new
Identity System.

Other presentations included, Crisis
Communication by both Mr. Nigel
Coke (on Sunday), Communication Director of the Jamaica Union and Pastor
Damian Chambers (on Monday), Communication Director at CJC, Graphic

Abel Marquez Communication
Director Inter-America Division
| Credits: Andrew Johnson

ing contributions in Communication to
their local churches and the conference.

Abel Marquez, Communication Director at the Inter-American Division
(IAD) was the main presenter at both
workshops, held from May 7-8, 2017,
under the theme “Building Bridges . . .
Transforming lives.”
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Elder Phillip Castell, Communication Director of East Jamaica Conference does a demonstration with
his camera during his presentation
on How to Take great Photographs.
| Credits: Andrew Johnson
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Six Persons Received Outstanding Service Awards...
Design and guidelines for preparing a
PowerPoint by Ruth-Ann Brown (Sunday and Monday) and How to Take
Great Photographs by Phillip Castell,
Communication Director at East Jamaica Conference (on Sunday).

During the workshop on Sunday May
7, communicators were given 5 minutes to present a communication project that they consider to be unique and
impactful. During that period, the following projects were presented:

1. The Braeton Seventh-day Adventist
Church presented their Mobile App
that was launched on Sabbath, May 6,
2017. The presentation was done by
Denesha Weir, Communication Secretary at Braeton Church and Joel
Hyman, Developer of the App. The
App is now available in the Google
Play Store.

2. Milbank Vitual, Communication

Secretary at Northern Caribbean University Church shared information on
a video ministry called Share IT that
has been impacting social media for a
few months now. Share IT presents a
weekly recording of a gripping personal testimony that lasts 5 to 7 minutes. According to Vitual, the ministry
was started by himself and 2 other
friends who decided that they wanted
to do something for Jesus with their
talents. Vitual is a 3rd year Communication student at Northern Caribbean
University.

3. Orphiel Brown of the Mandeville
Church shared tips and information
about live video streaming. The Mandeville Church does live streaming
each Sabbath and on other special occasions.

4. Sherine Thompson of the Diamond
Acres Church presented a Social
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Media Ministry initiative, #PostsForHope that is to provide guidelines
and content that members of the
church can share on social media. A
weekly/bi-monthly theme is provided
to guide social media posts using the
hashtag #PostsForHope.

5. Pastor Damian Chambers of CJC
also presented a demo of the soon-tobe launched Online Giving Website for
Central Jamaica Conference, called
Give to the Lord. Through this website,
members of the church locally and
overseas will be able to make donations to the Conference and their local
church using their credit card.

Over 100 Local Church Communicators attended the Workshop on Sunday May 7, 2017 at the Spanish Town
Church and over 40 Pastors attended
their workshop on Monday, May 8,
2017 in the CJC Board Room.
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Taxi Driver Risks Life to Rescue
Father and son from Flooded Home

O

n a day when his church was
ﬂooded, Owen Taylor, a member of the Palmetto Gardens
Seventh-day Adventist Church who is
also a local taxi driver from the Palmetto Gardens Community, took swift
actions to swim across ﬂood waters to
rescue Mr. Henry Blair and his adult
son who were trapped in their home
next door to the Church.

Gardens Church, said it rained all
morning and they saw the water rising,
but were not alarmed because in the
past, the water would simply go away
after a time.

However, he said, someone drew his
attention to the fact that water was
now coming inside the church. Elder
Fogah said that “within 5 minutes the

View of the Palmetto Gardens Church (left) and Home of Mr. Henry Blair
submerged under water. | Credits: WhatsApp
Owen and Junior George Wilson were
forced to carry out this rescue operation, when just after lunch on Sabbath
April 22, 2017, the Palmetto Gardens
Church along with neighboring homes
were engulfed with ﬂood waters almost without warning.

Elder Maynardo Fogah of the Palmetto

entire church was ﬁlled with water up
to his waist.”

All 20 plus members of the church,
who were fellowshipping after lunch,
had to take refuge in neighboring
houses. Those who parked vehicles at
the front of the church had no time to
remove them. All 6 vehicles were submerged in water.

Outside view of the Palmetto Gardens Church submerged
in water. Members said that 6 cars were on the outside of
the church were all submerged. | Credits: Janet Elson,
Palmers Cross Church

After taking steps
to secure himself,
Owen said he was
told by a tenant of
the house next
door to the Church
that the owner of
the house Mr.
Henry Blair and
his
son
were
trapped inside.
Owen said he took
the key from the
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tenant, pinned it to himself and decided to swim across the 7-foot high
ﬂood waters to open the grill of the
house, went inside and found Mr. Blair
and his son taking refuge inside the
attic of the house.

Team from Central Jamaica Conference listens to Mr. Henry Blair as he
shares his experience of being rescued
from the ﬂood waters. In photo: Levi
Johnson, president of CJC (right);
Everett Smith, Community Services
Director, CJC (2nd right); Valbert
Walker, Parish Coordinator, Clarendon (Center); Mr. Henry Blair (2nd
left); Mr. Owen Taylor (Taxi driver
who performed rescue).
| Credits: Damian Chambers, CJC
He said he had to “tear down” the ceiling to get them out of the house. He
gave them life jackets and use a rope to
pull and guide them out of the water.
Owen Thomas, who is a taxi driver
also said that his car was one of the 6
that were covered with water at the
Church.
Mr. Thomas and Wilson can be seen in
a video that is being circulated on
WhatsApp swimming across to Mr.
Henry’s house to carry out the rescue.
Community members reported that
this was not the ﬁrst time they were experiencing ﬂood, but it was the ﬁrst
time in over 20 years that they have
ever seen it like this.
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Taxi Driver Risks Life to Rescue...
Central Jamaica Conference
leaders respond to crisis

Since learning of the situation in Palmetto Gardens, the Administrators of
the Central Jamaica Conference of
Seventh-day Adventists took steps to
assess and oﬀer support to the church
and community members.

(while addressing the gathering), said,
“We empathize with you. We want the
house of God to get back to normal as
soon as possible.” “The Conference
will take on the expenses of cleaning
up the church and the 5 most aﬀected
neighboring homes”, said Johnson.

In addition, through the Community
Services Department and the PDAC

(Parish Development Action Committee), Pastor Johnson also took the decision to order 30 mattresses and 2
bases to be distributed to persons
within the surrounding community
whose houses were ﬂooded.
Persons from other areas in Clarendon, such as Denbigh, who were
ﬂooded out will also receive beds.

Video report on the ﬂooding in Palmetto Gardens. Credits: Charles
Bulgin and Andrew Johnson.

According to Pastor Johnson, “we just
want to address the immediate need
of getting persons to at least sleep
comfortably for the night.”
The Conference administration is still
assessing the damages and oﬀering
support to the church and community
members in Palmetto Gardens.

Pastor Levi Johnson, President of CJC addresses members of the Palmetto
Gardens Church and Community the morning after the community was
ﬂooded. Pastor Johnson outlines plans to oﬀer care to Community.
| Credits: Damian Chambers, CJC

Published: 24-04-2017 | Damian Chambers, Director of Communications,
Health and Assistant to the President for
Evangelism

On Sunday, April 23, 2017, a team of
Administrators (including the President, Levi Johnson and Executive Secretary Kevin Danvers), Community
Services Director Everett Smith, Communication Directors Damian Chambers and Charles Bulgin and Parish
Coordinator for Clarendon Valbert
Walker visited the area to assess the
damage that was done to the church
and neighboring houses.

During their visits, the team from the
Conference talked and prayed with
the residents who were most severely
aﬀected by the ﬂood.

President of CJC, Pastor Levi Johnson

View of the Pulpit area of the Palmetto Gardens Church the morning after the
ﬂood. The entire furniture of the church were covered under water.
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CJC VOTES NEW PASTORAL DISTRICT
ASSIGNMENTS AND RECONFIGURATION

s of July 1, and August 1, 2017,
six (6) new Pastoral District assignments and one (1) District
reconﬁguration is scheduled to take effect in the Central Jamaica Conference
of Seventh-day Adventists (CJC).
These actions were voted by the Conference’s Executive Committee on June
28, 2017.

The May Pen and Denbigh Districts
will each give up two (2) churches in
order to create the New Longsville Pastoral District. This action will see the
May Pen District being reduced from
ﬁve (5) to three (3) Churches and the
Denbigh District moving from six (6)
to four (4) Churches.
The arrangement for these three (3)
Districts, including the newly created
New Longsville, will be as follows:

• May Pen: May Pen, Oliver Gardens
and Canaan Heights.
• Denbigh: Denbigh, Treadlight,
Goshen and White Chapel.
• New Longsville: New Longsville,
Rectory Road, Sevens Heights and
Sugar Hill.

In addition to the above arrangements,
the matter of the appointment of Pastors was the other item to be considered by the Executive Committee. This
included the need to appoint a Pastor
to the Spalding District of Churches to
replace the late Pastor Wilton McKoy,
and Pastor Mervin Ellis from the Hellshire District who will be returning to
the United States of America.
The new District and Pastoral arrangements are, therefore, as follows:
DISTRICT

Spalding
James Hill
Knockpatrick
Hellshire
Denbigh
New Longsville

PASTORAL
ASSIGNMENT
Kevin Murray
Kaymar Lewis
Lovell Spence
Kevan Barnaby
Dudley Dixon
Jason Miller

These assignments saw three (3) Pastors being appointed to manage their
own Districts for the ﬁrst time. These
are Kevin Murray, Kaymar Lewis and
Jason Miller.
All newly assigned Pastors were in-
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Pastor Kevin Murray addresses the
congregation and presents his ﬁrst
sermon in his capacity as pastor of the
Spalding District of Churches. Pastor
Murray is one of three (3) pastors who
were assigned pastoral districts for the
ﬁrst time on July 22, 2017.
| Credits: Damian Chambers, CJC

stalled on Sabbath, July 22, 2017, except
for Pastor Kevan Baranaby, whose assignment takes eﬀect on August 1, 2017.

Pastor Barnaby is also the current
Youth and Music Ministries Director.

Published: 24-04-2017 | Damian Chambers, Director of Communications,
Health and Assistant to the President for
Evangelism
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CONVENTION

View of the Congregation during Central Manchester Zone
Convention - Mandeville Church

Back to School Initiative

View of the congregation during the Portmore Zone
Convention - Portmore Church

Howard University

- Greater Portmore

A medical professional attends to patron during Health
Clinic by the Greater Portmore Church at the Ascot High
Schools Grounds.
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Dentists from Howard University in the United States
attend to patients during one-day Dental Clinic at the
H.S. Walters Health Centre. The clinic Dentists visited
Jamaica for a mission trip.
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H.S. WALTERS LECTURE SERIES

Mr. Rico Hill addresses the congregation at
the Portmore Church during the second
staging of the Hiram S. Walters Health
Summit and Lecture Series. Mr. Hill was
the Guest Presenter.

OPERATION HULDAH
HEALTH CLINIC

View of the Congregation at the Portmore Church during the
H.S. Walters Health Summit.

Dentists from the ____ attend to patience
during Operation Huldah Dental Clinic. The Clinic
was part of a 5-day outreach program by the CJC
Women Ministries Department.

PASTORS RETREAT

Pastors' and Bible Workers Retreat 2017:
Pastors join hands for prayer during their annual 2-day planning
retreat at Camp Verley, Spring Gardens, St. Catherine.
21
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The Willowdene Group of Schools Opens the
O.B McKenzie Auditorium
became District Pastor and was ordained
to Gospel Ministry in January 1960.

Between 1955 and April 1989 he served
as Ministerial Intern, District Pastor,
and Associate Stewardship Director. He
was also a member of the Conference
and Union Executive committees. Most
importantly, he had a passion for Christian Education.

Maurice McKenzie son of the late OB
McKenzie cuts the ribbon at the
oﬃcial opening of O.B. McKenzie
Auditorium | Credits: Andrew Johnson

The new multipurpose Auditorium of the
Willowdene Group of Schools was oﬃcially opened and dedicated on Sunday
July 2, 2017, during the graduation exercise for the High School division.

“My father always believed in Christian Education and my brother and I are
alumni of the Willowdene High School
and are delighted to give back, “ Maurice recalled.

He continued, “As a family, we are honored and proud that the board and the
school have decided to honor my father
and my parents for their contributions
to Christian Education,
“said Maurice.
Principal of the Willowdene Group of
Schools, Mr. Peter
Williams
expressed
gratitude for this
timely development.

Dedication of Auditorium named after late Pastor O.B.
McKenzie | Credits: Andrew Johnson

The auditorium was dedicated in honor
of the late Pastor Benjamin McKenzie,
(Pastor O.B. McKenzie)

“As an institution, I
want to say a big thank
you to the McKenzie’s
family for the immense
value they have placed

Pastor Levi Johnson, President of CJC
& Board Chairman Willowdene Group
of Schools speaking at the opening of
the O.B. McKenzie Auditorium.
| Credits: Andrew Johnson

minds for service in this world and the
world to come.”
Meanwhile Pastor Levi Johnson, Board
Chairman of the Willowdene Group of
Schools aﬃrmed the school of the Central Jamaica Conference’s continued
support to Christian Education.

“The Administration of the Central Jamaica Conference through our Education Director will ensure that this
auditorium will be used in the constituency to advance the welfare of Adventist Christian Education.”
Representing an investment in wholistic education, the new auditorium is
suited with all modern amenities, such
as air-condition units, projector and
screen, comfortable seating for 500
guests, male and female restrooms, and
adjoining cafeteria.

His wife the late Pearline J. McKenzie
and children, (Maurice, Judy and Junior) for their contributions and commitment to its renovations and upkeep for
Adventist Christian Education.

The late Pastor O. B. McKenzie was a migrant from Panama to Jamaica, Pastor
McKenzie pursued the Bachelor of Arts
Degree in Theology at West Indies College, now Northern Caribbean University. He joined the workforce in Central
Jamaica Conference as a Ministerial Intern in January 1954. Subsequently he

on Christian Education, and have thus
contributed in such a tangible way,” he
said “We commit to utilizing this auditorium for the wholistic development of

Mr. Peter Williams, Principal of the
Willowdene Group of Schools speaking at the opening of the O.B. McKenzie Auditorium, while Maurice
McKenzie (son of Pastor O.B. McKenzie) looks on. | Credits: Andrew Johnson
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Published: 13-07-2017 | Kimarley Walker
Medley, Production Assistant/ Resource
Coordinator
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CJC APPOINTS NEW CONFERENCE SECRETARY

T

he Executive Committee of the Central Jamaica Conference at its meeting held on the Wednesday, 9th
August, 2017 has voted to appoint Pastor
Nevail Douglas Barrett, current Director of
Sabbath School and Personal Ministries as
the new Conference Secretary.

Elder Linford Farquharson is the current
Assistant Development Director and former Publishing Director of the CJC.

The position became vacant when Pastor Kevin Danvers accepted a call to
serve in the Cayman Islands Conference of Seventh-day Adventists.

“I am humbled by this appointment
and deem it an honour to give service
to God at this level”, said Pastor Barrett who indicated that he was thankful
to God for His leading in his life and for
the opportunity to serve in ministry
over the years.

Pastor Levi Johnson, President of CJC
said he believed that based on Pastor
Barrett’s experience and maturity, he
will do well in this position.

Executive Secretary of the Jamaica
Union, Dr. Merick Walker, who was
also present at the meeting, congratulated Pastor Barrett and said he was
looking forward to working with him.
Pastor Barrett will also carry the portfolio responsibilities of Director of Public Aﬀairs and Religious Liberty (PARL)
and Personal Ministries, while Elder
Linford Farquharson has been appointed as Sabbath School Director.

Pastor Nevail Barrett
| Credits: File Photo

PROFILE OF NEVAIL BARRETT

Pastor Barrett hails from the garden
parish of St. Ann.

His membership in the Seventh-day
Adventist Church spans over 30 years,
and for the past 20 years he has been
serving the Central Jamaica Conference
as a Pastor and Director.

He was formally trained for ministry at
the Northern Caribbean University,
where he graduated in 1996 with a
Bachelor of Arts in Religion and Theology, and a Minor in Business Administration. In 2006 he successfully

completed the Masters of Arts Degree
in Pastoral Theology at Inter-American
Division Theological Seminary.

Pastor Barrett has pastored the following Districts—Gayle in St. Mary, Palm,
as well as St. Johns, Portmore and
Spanish Town in St Catherine.

During the CJC Conference Sessions of
2010 and 2014, Pastor Barrett was
elected and re-elected to serve as Director of Sabbath School and Personal
Ministries. He has also served on various Committees such as – Executive
Committee of the Jamaica Union Conference, and the Central Jamaica Conference, and as a member of the Board
of the Willowdene Group of Schools.
Pastor Barrett is a specialist in lay training and seminars. As Director in charge
of the International Institute of the
Christian Ministry (IICM) training program at CJC, he has trained and graduated over seven hundred (700)
persons from the Institute in the areas
of Church Leadership, Public and Personal Evangelism, Adult, Youth & Children Religious Education, Community
Service, Communication and Women
Ministry.

During his fourteen (14) years as a District Pastor, Pastor Barrett has led over
1,500 hundred souls to the Lord in baptism. Each year he received a centurion
award for evangelism and once he was
awarded by the Jamaica Union for outstanding work in Evangelism and
Church Leadership. He is an ordained
Minister and Marriage Oﬃcer of the Island of Jamaica.

He is the proud husband of Carlene,
and father of their loving daughter,
Cavail. His philosophy is that “God is
the author of our placement” and with
that in mind, he faces each day with joy
and conﬁdence.

Pastor Levi Johnson, president of CJC (left) expressed words of welcome to Pastor Nevail Barrett (center) upon his appointment as Conference Secretary, while
Mrs. Claudette Grant (right), recording secretary for the Executive Committee
pays attention to her laptop computer. | Credits: Damian Chambers.
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Published: 10-08-2017 | Damian Chambers, Director of Communications,
Health and Assistant to the President for
Evangelism
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SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST CHURCH IN JAMAICA
SAYS NO TO VIOLENCE!

the Braeton Road and to the Community Centre.

Each group held placards and banners
with messages and appeals to end violence against women, men and children.

H

undreds of Seventh-day Adventist Church members in St.
Catherine marched in the
streets of Portmore on Saturday, August 26, 2017, calling for the end of violence in the Jamaican society.

Pastor Levi Johnson, President of Central Jamaica Conference speaking at
the EndItNow rally.
| Credits: Kimarley Walker Medley

“Anywhere there is crime, violence and
abuse, we are saying NO to it” said
Johnson. “Whether it is in the church,
the ministry or anywhere else, we are
saying NO to it.”
Pastor Johnson was addressing an audience of close to 800 persons gathered
at the Marine Park Community Centre
in Portmore for the EndItNow Rally
that culminated the March.

EndItNow March | Credits: Andrew
Johnson

The march was done in observance of
the EndItNow programme - “a global
initiative by the Seventh-day Adventist Church to raise awareness and advocate for the end of violence around
the world.” – www.enditnow.org.

According to Pastor Levi Johnson,
President of the Central Jamaica Conference of Seventh-day Adventists
(CJC), “we have invited you here-women ministries leaders, youth,
youth leaders, pathﬁnders and others,
to make one big statement - we are
saying NO to crime, violence and
abuse.”

President of the Seventh-day Adventist
Church in Jamaica, Pastor Everett
Brown was also present at the Rally
and greeted the gathering.
Pastor Brown said he wanted “to challenge the members of the church to
start treating each other with love and
respect. And if we stamp out abuse
within our homes, the rest of Jamaica
will see us as the ideal and will join us
in living the way God wants us to
live.”

The March was done by two groups one group started at Independence
City, moved on to Newlands Road,
Naggo Head and to the Marine Park
Community Centre.

The second group marched from the
Braeton
Seventh-day
Adventist
Church on Hellshire Main Road, onto

Pastor Everett Brown, President of Jamaica Union of Seventh-day Adventists speaking at the EndItNow rally.
| Credits: Kimarley Walker Medley
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Mr. Alrick Campbell, Deputy Mayor of
the Portmore Municipality
Guest presentations were made by
Leaders of Government and non-governmental organizations. In that group
was Mr. Alrick Campbell, Deputy
Mayor of the Portmore Municipality
who expressed thanks to the Seventhday Adventist Church for the EndItNow initiative. He also challenged the
church to use its inﬂuence against violence.

Ms Lorrain Scarlett of the Bureau of
Gender Aﬀairs, shared that in 2016, 25
women were killed in gender-based vi-
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SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST CHURCH...
olence incidences. According to her,
“this is 25 deaths too many.” Ms Scarlett spoke about the various possible
types of gender-based “abuse” and
made an appeal to the audience to be
aware of them so that they can take
steps to put an end to all abuse.
Ms Lorrain Scarlett of the Bureau of
Gender Aﬀairs,
| Credits: Kimarley Walker Medley

S

.The March and Rally were organized
by the Women’s Ministries Department of the CJC and the Jamaica Union
Conference of Seventh-day Adventists
(JAMU).

The EndItNow initiative was launched
in 2009 as a partnership between the
Women Ministries of the Seventh-day
Adventist Church and ADRA (Adventist Development and Relief Agency).

Published: 29-08-2017 | Damian Chambers, Director of Communications,
Health and Assistant to the President for
Evangelism

CJC Youths on Mission Trip to Florida Conference

ince Monday, October 9, 2017, a
team of 17 youths (14 from Central Jamaica Conference [CJC]
and three from North Jamaica Conference) led by CJC Youth Director Kevan
Barnaby arrived in Orlando, Florida on
a mission to carry out various community services projects in the South-Eastern Florida Conference territory.

This trip to Florida by CJC youths is fulﬁlling a commitment that was made by
the Youth Director of South-Eastern
Florida Conference (SEC), Pastor Prince
Lewis when he came to Jamaica earlier
in 2017.

In March 2017, a team of 12 youths of
SEC and their Youth Director traveled
to Jamaica to participate in OSAY (Operation Save a Youth). At that time, Pastor Lewis said he would love to host
youths from CJC on a mission trip to his
Conference.

Since arriving in Orlando, the Jamaican
youths have engaged in several projects
and empowerment activities.

The ﬁrst project undertaken was the
beautiﬁcation of the lawn at the main
auditorium on the SEC’s campsite on
Tuesday, October 10, 2017. This garden
is done in preparation for the reopening
of the auditorium; as it is undergoing
remodeling.

CJC Youths on arrival on Mission Trip to Florida Conference.
For the rest of the time, the team is expected to carry out the following projects:
1.

2.

They will help to remove debris
from a home that hosts several
mentally ill senior citizens. This
debris was left there during the
passage of hurricane Harvey.

Removal and repair of the play
ground ﬂoor of the Miami Union
Academy in Miami, Florida.
With only a few days to go before the
completion of this mission trip, the
youths are now preparing to participate
in a Pathﬁnder Rally in Miami, Florida
for the weekend of October 13-14. Pastor Kevan Barnaby, Youth Director of
CJC, is scheduled to speak at the Rally.
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According to Pastor Barnaby, “The
commitment of the Central Jamaica
Conference’s Administration to Youth
empowerment and development must
be commended.” Pastor Barnaby said
he is grateful for the ﬁnancial assistance
of the CJC Administration that made it
possible for the youths be part of this
mission trip.

For the visitors, it was not all work and
no play. On Wednesday, October 11,
2017, the Staﬀ of SEC (including the Administrators and Directors) treated the
team from CJC to the Disney Animal
Kingdom. The entire day was spent fellowshipping through rap session, dining and games.
The team travelled back to Jamaica on
Tuesday, October 17, 2017.
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CJC Establishes New Congregation
in Thompson Town

for a Sabbath church to attend, but always found it challenging to go the
distance, but now we have one right
here in the heart of the town.”

“This location is strategic and will impact the community for Jesus in a
meaningful way”, she said.

Members of the new congregation at Thompson Town, with Pastor's Dean
Thompson and Nathaniel Golding | Credits: Andrew Johnson

The Central Jamaica Conference of
Seventh-day Adventist planted its ﬁrst
church in the Thompson Town community in North Western Clarendon
on Sabbath, September 7, 2017.

This came on the heels of the recently
concluded evangelistic series, which
church Pastor Dean Thompson says
was the tool God used to open doors
for the Advent message to reach
Thompson Town.

“It is a very good time to be in the
Thompson Town community, the harvest is a very rich one as the people
here are crying out for the gospel and
social intervention”, he added.

Pastor Dean Thompson speaking to
Charles Bulgin, Associate Director
Communication, CJC.
| Credits: Andrew Thompson

Pastor Dean Thompson speaking to
Charles Bulgin, Associate Director
Communication, CJC. | Credits: Andrew Thompson

“Adventism is new to the area and our
presence here over the past four weeks
has awoken the interest of many person” he said.

Meanwhile Amoy Haye, resident of
Thompson Town community and a
baptized Seventh-day Adventist for
many years, praise the Central Jamaica
Conference for what she says is a
dream come true.

“I've spoken to a number of persons in
my community and people are here
who earnestly wants to know the
truth about God.”

She continued, “There are teachers
from my school that have been looking
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Pastor Levi Johnson President CJC of
SDA speaking at Thompson Town|
Credits: Andrew Thompson

Pastor Levi Johnson, President of the
Central Jamaica Conference declared
that he is overjoyed at the work of the
Holy Spirit on the hearts of men and
women in the Thompson Town community.

Using John 13:35 as the key text for his
address, he encouraged the members
of this new community of faith to be
known as a people who love one another.
“By this shall all men know that ye
are my disciples, if ye have love one to
another, if there is one thing that we
want to be known for is that we love
people,” he said.
“Go forth and impact the lives of other
men and women all over Thompson
Town with the saving grace of Jesus
Christ by showing them love, he concluded.
With the establishment of this new
congregation the Central Jamaica Conference now has 220 congregations.

Published: 12-09-2017 | Kimarley Walker
Medley, Production Assistant/ Resource
Coordinator
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Disappointment Leads
to Transformation

went on the form the Seventh-day
Adventist Church.

In the same manner, disappointment
can lead to transformation and new
direction. God is the only One capable of turning a hopeless situation
into a glorious event. There are many
incidents in the Bible that Jesus
turned what may have seemed a disappointment into something beautiful. Some of these examples are the
experiences of Job and the transformation of the notorious persecutor
Saul into the inﬂuential missionary
Paul.

Adventists Pioneers

And he said unto me, Unto two thousand and three days; then shall the
sanctuary shall be cleansed.
– Daniel 8:14

It was this text that William Miller,
founder of the Millerite Movement
had based his scriptural ﬁndings that
Jesus was to come in 1844. This was a
great misinterpretation as in reality,
Jesus, our High Priest was moving
from the holy place to the most holy
place in the heavenly sanctuary. This
was to begin the investigative judgement in which the He would judge the
world and “cleanse the sanctuary”.

William Miller’s conclusion had led
to the Great Disappointment on October 22, 1844. Miller had led over
100,000 persons to believe that Jesus

was to come on that date. Many individuals had even sold all their possessions because of their conviction.

After that very disheartening
episode, there were many who gave
up on the truth and turned their
backs on God. However, some 50 individuals went back into the Word of
God and recognized that Jesus was
not yet to come to earth but into the
most holy place to begin the pre-Advent judgement. Their faith in God
was not shaken and so they continued in prayerful Bible study to seek
God for answers and deliverance.
After the disappointment, these individuals were jeered but they were
not discouraged. Some of the individuals of the Millerite movement
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Job was cursed with many aﬄictions
but instead of cursing God as his
wife and friends had suggested, Job
continued to praise God and bless
His holy name. The light was at the
end of his tunnel but the obstacles
were so great, vision was obscured.
Nevertheless, his faith had never lost
sight “For I know that my Redeemer
liveth, and that he shall stand at the
latter day upon the earth”.
- Job 19:25.
Talk about faith! We are to follow
Jesus regardless of the many disappointments life may throw our way.
Trials are to make us stronger and reﬁne us.

What are your disappointments?
What are your trials? Allow Jesus to
turn those great disappointments
into great transformations!
Deneve Sweeney, Braeton Seventh-day
Adventist Church
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Braeton Church Launches Mobile App to
Cater to Church’s Online Community
Christ. Consequently, on Sabbath
May 6, 2017, the Seventh-day Adventist Church in Braeton, launched the
church’s mobile application. Celebrated conference-wide as Communication Day, it was deemed ﬁt to
dedicate this evangelistic tool to the
Lord on that day as we sought to
build bridges of hope.

L

The App is now available in the
Google Play Store.

et the press be utilized, and
every advertising agency be employed that will call attention to
the work. This should not be regarded
as non-essential. - Evangelism, p.130

In the quote above, Ellen White gave
counsel to the church, regarding the
use of various media including technology to spread the gospel of Jesus

The mobile app was launched after
Sabbath School with an introduction
from Church Pastor, Romone
Phoenix who expressed gratitude to
the team that had worked assiduously to make the venture possible.

Joel Hyman, Software Developer for
the application and Denesha Weir,
Communication Director unveiled
and disclosed the purpose of the app.
They showed various features including an audio section where sermons are streamed live, important
announcements and the church’s
programme for a given Sabbath.

Other features include a special request for prayer and baptism and a
resource section that includes links to
other Adventist websites. They also
shared that its primary purpose was
to share the gospel with the online
community. In addition, it will serve
to concretise relationships with
members in the diaspora and locally
who may have moved away to other
sections of the island.

Pastor Damian Chambers, Communication Director for the Central Jamaica Conference, oﬀered the prayer
of dedication, he also commended
the church for building another
bridge of hope in order to seek and
save the lost.
The Braeton Seventh-day Adventist
Church Mobile App is available on
Google Play Store.
Published: 07-06-2017
| Deneve Sweeney

Pastor Damian Chambers, Communication Director CJC praying the dedicatory prayer for the Braeton Mobile App that
was launched on Sabbath, May 6, 2017 along with Pastor Romone Phoenix, Pastor for the Braeton SDA Church, Denesha
Weir, Communication Secretary at Braeton Church and another member of the communication team and Joel Hyman,
Developer of the App. | Credits: Braeton Communication Team
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OPERATION
BETTER LIFE
ACTIVATED!

(Insert Image of A section of the con-

The Newland Community came alive
to the sounds of melodious
singing/music on Sunday evening, 22
January 2017, to commence the Better
Life and Community Series.

Despite the recent gruesome murder of
a man near the site (old Jamintel site oﬀ
Newland Road), members of the community turned out in large numbers
under the big red and white tent.
Pastor Levi Johnson, President of the
Central Jamaica Conference of Seventh
Day Adventists, oﬃcially opened the
Series and introduced the other members of the evangelistic team to the congregation.

‘Real Solutions to Portmore Challenges’ was the night’s opening topic.
The underlining text was Genesis 1 vs
31 ‘God saw all that he had made and
it was very good’.

Better life Community series’ Evangelistic speaker Dr. Merick Walker presents the message during the ﬁrst
Sabbath celebration.
| Credits: Charmaine Bailey-Bloom
Portmore Church

The team was made up of Dr. Merrick
D. Walker, Evangelist for the Series,
Pastors Howard Grant, Coniel Graham, Conrad Graham, Sean Hamilton
and Dr. Lorraine Vernal.

The question that was posed by the
evangelist was, “what went wrong?”
Pastor Walker expounded on the issues
of the day and era; linking with the
biblical context and ﬁnally reminding
and telling the congregation that the
only solution is a life with Christ.
The four-week Series is a collaborative
eﬀort of the Newland, Tent City and
Portmore Seventh-day Adventist
churches.

Special features are to include Finance
Guidance, Health Education, Family
Counselling, Blessing of Babies and
Prophesy Studies.

SHE LIVED FOR 100 YEARS;
SERVED THE CHURCH FOR 70!

S

he was 100 years, 4 months and
14 days old when she died. She
had served the Blue Hole Seventh-day Adventist Church for over 70
of those years.

Kathleen McKenzie, who died on the
9th July, 2017, is remembered as a
quiet and humble Christian.

Kathleen Mckenzie, former member of
the Blue Hole Seventh-day Adventist
Church who died at 100 years old after
serving her church for 70 years.
| Credits: Family Photo

She worked in the Sabbath School Department of her Church, and was a
member of the Church Choir as well as
a Deaconess.

When choir gowns were to be made, it
was Kathleen who was the fashion designer. At one time she was even asked
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to assist with leading the Church Choir
at the Ginger Ridge Church—a daughter church to Blue Hole.

Sis Kathleen, the ﬁrst centenarian of
the Blue Hole Church, retired from active Church service in the early 2000s.

She will be laid to rest on the 20th August, 2017.
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Special Project for a
Child of Special Need

“Mission accomplished.”

That's the word from Vice
President in charge of special
needs in the Manchester Lay
Workers Federation Jusein
Marshall-Baker, as she spoke
to the Rural Report regarding
paving the driveway for
wheelchair bound Justin in
Thatchwalk on Sunday February 19, 2017.

Members of the Manchester
Lay Workers Federation,
along with members of the
Port Mahoe Seventh-day Adventist Church and members
of the Thatchwalk community

all assisted in the project to make life
a little bit more comfortable for
Justin. They also presented the family with a care package and bottles of
drinking water.

President of the Association Bev Small
thanked the persons who contributed
to purchase the material for the job
and all who turned out to assist.

Meanwhile, Pastor Barrett, Director
for Special Needs, commended
members of the Federation and Port
Mahoe church for their initiative and
encourage similar collaboration
throughout the Conference.

President for Manchester Federation Bev Small and Justin
| Credits: Glendon Baker
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ADVENTIST CHURCH IN SOUTH MANCHESTER
LAUNCHES “SOUP KITCHEN” DURING
ANNUAL WEEK OF KINDNESS

T

he Rest Store Seventh-day Adventist Church, located in South
Manchester, launched its “Soup
Kitchen” on October 19, 2017, as it celebrates 43 years of service to its community during the observance of the annual
Week of Kindness.

The plans for the “Soup Kitchen” which
is a vision of the Community Services
Department, under the leadership of
Merle Smith, started a few years ago,
however, budgetary constraints delayed
the project coming to fruition until now.
The Kitchen is realized from proceeds of
the sale of sweet potatoes, organized by
the community services department,
and contribution from several donors
/benefactors.

Main Speaker for the occasion, Pastor
Everett Smith, Community Services Director at Central Jamaica Conference of
Seventh-day Adventists (CJC) commended the Church while reminding
the audience that “community service is
more than cooking food and giving out
clothes.” He further noted that “Christianity is more than coming to Church,
but people will know we are Christians
by our love.”
In bringing greetings, the Member of
Parliament, Mr. Michael Stewart, commended the Church on the initiative and
emphasized that nutrition is fundamental to the welfare of all citizens”.

“Your Church has not only paid keen attention to the spiritual needs of the congregation but has now embarked on a
mission to cater to the physical needs of
the wider community, as you reached
out to the disposed and marginalized in
our society,” he noted.

Stewart pledged $20,000.00 to the project
before cutting the ribbon to signal the ofﬁcial start of serving meals.

Member of Parliament, Michael Stewarts cuts the ribbon while Pastor Smith and
Mele Smith, Community Services Leaders share in the moment.
| Credits: Peternia Onfroy:

Dexter Williams, First Elder of the Rest
Store Church, declared the “Kitchen”
opened, before the cutting of the ribbon.
He expressed joy for “being a part of
such important project, and even more
so that we are carrying out the mandate
of Jesus.”

The physical kitchen is not fully completed, but the members are determined
to start the feeding project. For the ﬁrst
few months, meals will be served to approximately ﬁfty (50) persons each
month, and it is hoped that by early next
year, it will move to twice per month,
and eventually to once per week. The
Church serves the communities of Rest
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Store, Plowden, Windhill, New
Broughton, Lottery, Wilton and Rose
Hill and while some person will be able
to come to the Church to partake of the
meals, the community services team will
take meals to those who are not physically able to do so.
The “Soup Kitchen” forms part of a series of activities to mark the 43rd Anniversary Celebration of the Church. In
September, a Health Fair was hosted in
association with Andrews Memorial
Hospital.
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Cards) to make payments through the
Give to the Lord website.

Will I be able to give directly to
my local church?

You will be able to select your local
church name from a list. Funds collected on behalf of each church are remitted on a weekly basis.

What are the options available
for me to give?
The options available for giving will
mirror the options on the printed tithe
envelope as follows:

What is Give to the Lord?

Give to the Lord is a website that receives donations in the form of tithes,
oﬀerings and gifts on behalf of Central
Jamaica Conference of Seventh-day
Adventists (CJC) and its local
churches.

What methods of payment does the
website facilitate?

You will be able to use your Master
and Visa Credit (and some Debit

1. Tithe - The Lord's portion
2. Covenant Oﬀering - Used for location church expenses and world mission
3. Church Building - Used for church
building expenses in your local church
4. Ingathering - The oﬃcial fund-raising programme of the Seventh-day
Adventist Church. This fund is used
exclusively for welfare ministry.
5. Sabbath School Oﬀering - For Sabbath School expenses
6. ADRA - Give to Adventist Development and Relief Agency

7. WHEEL - The welfare program of
Central Jamaica Conference
8. Alta Vista Children's Home - First
Adventist owned and operated Children's Home in Jamaica
9. Other - Any other donation type
not listed.

What if I do not see the option
that I wish to contribute to?
32

If you do not see an option for giving
listed, you can select ‘Other’ and use
the ‘Note’ textbox to explain what your
giving is for.

Will I get a receipt for my
donation?

Yes. As soon as your payment is made,
you will be redirected to a ‘Receipt’
page. You can print this page for your
records. You will also receive an
‘Email’ receipt of your contributions.

What are the steps to be taken
when giving on the website?
You can give by making these simple
steps:

Step 1. REGISTER/LOGIN:
Visit:
give.centralja.org in your Browser (Do
not use Internet Explorer). If you are
using the website for the ﬁrst time, you
will need to REGISTER, using a valid

email address and password. Once
registered, you should then LOGIN,
using your email and password by
clicking on the LOGIN button at the
top right-hand corner.
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will be able to see a listing of all your
envelopes/payments made. You can
view the details of each receipt by
clicking on the icon to the right of the
receipt that you wish to view.

Step 2. START GIVING: Click on the
‘GIVE NOW’ button at the top to start
the giving process.

Step 3. SELECT YOUR CHURCH:
You will be prompted to select the
Church that you wish to make this
contribution to. If your donation is directly for the Central Jamaica Conference, you can select it in the list. Then,
Click ‘Add Items to Envelope’
Step 4. ADD DONATIONS: You will
be directed to a page where you can select your donation options.
a. Click, ‘Start Adding’ Button.
b. Select the ﬁrst item from the
dropdown list
c. Enter the amount for that item
d. Type a ‘Note’ if necessary
e. Click ‘Add’ button
f. Repeat the steps for adding
other items.

How secured are my credit card
information?

Step 5. MAKE PAYMENT: Once items
are added, Click, ‘Give Now’ button.
Enter the following information from
your Credit/Debit Card:
a.
b.
c.
d.

Credit Card Number
Expiry Date
Security Code
Click, ‘Conﬁrm Payment.’

Step 6. VIEW AND STORE RECEIPT:
You will be redirected to a ‘Receipt’
page and you will also receive a receipt
by email.
How can I view a listing of all my
receipts?

The Give to the Lord website does not
store your Credit Card Information.
Storage of your Credit Card and Payments are facilitated through a Gateway Provider, First Atlantic Commerce
we provide online payment solutions
and international credit card processing for merchants, banks, and partners
all over the world.

Contact Information:
Treasurer
Central Jamaica Conference of SDA
58 Brunswick Avenue, Spanish Town
St. Catherine

treasurer@centralja.org
(876) 984-2044; 984-5576/7
give.centralja.org

Once you are logged in, you can view
your receipts by ‘Clicking’ on your
name at the top right-hand corner,
then click, ‘My Receipts’. There, you

Give to WHEEL at your local church or give.centralja.org.
For more information: wheel.centralja.org
(876) 527-4594
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Dr. Cornelius Gray
Dr. Gray served the Conference as President for a
period of nine years - 1980
to 1989.

she has transformed the lives of countless men, women
and children through her music school, where she conducted piano lessons for anyone desiring to learn this art.

Miss Lolita Johnson
Lolita Johnson was a dedicated worker of the Central
Jamaica Conference for
close to 30 years, and was a
retiree at the time of her
death on February 28, 2017.

He died at his home in
Miami, Florida on Tuesday,
June 18, 2017.

During his employment
with the Conference which
began in 1963, Dr. Gray
served in the capacity of intern Pastor and District Pastor.
He later became President. His full tenure spanned a total
of 28 years - 1963 to 1991.
Pastor Wilton Mckoy
Pastor Wilton Mckoy, former Pastor of the Spaulding District of Churches,
died on May 16, 2017. Pastor Mckoy, who joined CJC
in 2014 from the North Jamaica Conference, was a
committed, hard-working
and faithful worker.

Miss Jacquelyn Grant
Miss Jacquelyn Grant died
on Sunday, February 19,
2017. She served the Willowdene Group of Schools
for over 25 years as an Accountant.

He died, leaving his wife
Joan and daughters Kimoy and Keresha.

Miss Ina Gollop
Sister Ina Gollop, an 85-yearold retiree of the Central Jamaica Conference, died on
Saturday, April 8, 2017.

She was a very dedicated
and committed worker
who served the Conference
from 1984-1998 in the capacity of Administrative
Assistant for four CJC Presidents - Pastors Hyatt, Grey, Kent and Allen.

Mrs. Valerie Kent
Valerie Kent, widow of former CJC President Donald
Kent died on Wednesday
April 5, 2017.

She had a passion for music
and was famed for her remarkable musical talent in
playing the piano. To date,
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Mrs. Jean Grant
Mrs. Jean Grant was employed to the Willowdene
Group of Schools as a receptionist for close to 12 years.
She died in a motor vehicle
accident while traveling
through the Bog Walk Gorge
on September 21, 2017.
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BAPTISMAL RESULTS FOR 2017

ST. CATHERINE

#
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

District
Spanish Town
Central Village
Tredegar Park
Clear Park
Gregory Park
Portmore
Braeton
Hellshire
Family of God
Tent City
Sydenham
Spring Village
St. John’s
Kitson Town
Watermount
Palm
Glengoffe
Bog Walk
Bagbie
Linstead
Ewarton
Old Harbour
Bellas Gate
Bartons
Crofts Hill
PARISH TOTAL

# Baptized
44
23
55
26
47
87
55
55
50
113
42
11
30
54
31
58
25
55
19
63
85
67
31
51
15
1192

#
26

District
May Pen

# Baptized
39

CLARENDON

OUR INSTITUTIONS

Willowdene Group of Schools

58 Brunswick Ave., Spanish Town, St. Catherine
Tel: (876) 527-4459; 527-4466; 909-8605

Campbell's Castle Preparatory

Ellen Street P.O., Manchester
Tel: (876) 419-1659; (876) 469-4814

27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
36b

Palmer’s Cross
Halse Hall
Lionel Town
Denbigh
Toll Gate
Race Course
Spalding
James Hill
Bird’s Hill
Chapleton
New Longsville
PARISH TOTAL

67
52
48
74
31
95
17
26
22
28
1
500

#
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52

District
Royal Flat
Christiana
Colleyville
Porus
Knockpatrick
Newport
Grove Town
Asia
N.C.U.
Mandeville
Mike Town
Spur Tree
Cedar Grove
Maranatha
Comfort Hall
Mile Gully
PARISH TOTAL
GRAND TOTAL

# Baptized
28
44
66
10
51
35
13
35
42
33
13
17
88
24
21
8
528
2220

MANCHESTER

Hiram S. Walters Health Center

Sydenham P.O. Box 81, Spanish Town, Jamaica
Tel: (876) 981-7001; 423-0955

Camp Verley

Spring Gardens, St. Catherine
Email: campverley@centralja.org
Tel: (876) 550-1898 (cell); (876) 984-2044; 984-5576/7
Website: campverley.centralja.org
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