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hrough this medium I
greet you in the name
Jesus, of our soon
coming King. The one in whom
we have our hope of salvation
and deliverance from this world
of sin. The evidences of the
soon return of our Saviour are
written in the media, in nature,
and in our day to day relations
in society. I implore you to hold
fast to your hope cause ‘in a
little while, ye that shall come
will come and will not tarry’.
I am using this second issue of
the Central Focus to share with
you the accomplishments of the
Conference for the year thus
far. Through the efforts of our
pastors and passionate disciples
empowered by the Holy Spirit,
2600 persons have joined the
ranks of the church to become
citizens for the kingdom of God.
All three parishes were involved
in a number of community
based initiatives – health clinics,
counseling
sessions,
GSAT
and CXC evening classes - to
name a few; that lead to the
improvement of the quality
of life for individuals in the
communities we serve. Four
congregations were organized
into churches - Hampshire,
Chudley, Alston, and Osbourne
Stores.
Special commendations to
our passionate disciples who
accepted the challenge to carry
out the mission of the church in
this territory. Together we give
God thanks for what He has
enabled us to do.
I especially commend the
members of the Central Jamaica
Conference Diaspora who have
supported our work financially
or have returned to do service
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through various mission trips.
We look forward to many other
opportunities to partner with
you in advancing the work in
this Conference.
The end of 2012 is upon us,
the final evangelistic programme
from the Conference perspective
is Operation Jethro.
Please
talk with your pastors about it,
and get involved in it, so that
together we can close the year
thanking God for what He has
enabled us to do in His name.
The world recession is having
its effect on the financial base
of the Conference, hence the
Administration has to revisit the
way we do business and the
matter of our Stewardship. I
encourage each member to do
the same with your personal
lives. A team of retirees and
directors have accepted the
invitation to share their expertise
in this area by providing
assistance to the membership
of the church in teaching the
message of stewardship and
reminding us of the importance
of this area of our relationship
with God. As they come to
your church, please make them
welcome.
Until we meet on December
12 – 15, at Lay Workers’
Institute and Camp Meeting
2012, at Camp Verley, may the
peace of God remain with you
and may the sweet refreshing of
the Holy Spirit be your constant
companion.
Levi Johnson

o many fulfilling the mission is about
increasing the numerical aspect of the
church. It is seen more as baptisms than
discipleship. Even with the current push of the
Adventist World Church, and specifically in the
Inter American Division, for members to become
passionate disciples, it is common to fall back
into the belief that discipleship is a programme.
It is often viewed as something that is done
and not necessarily as the definition of who a
Christian is. Therefore, discipleship is more than
a programme, it is a lifestyle.
Often when asked what of the discipleship in
churches the response is normally that of having
or conducting a structured Bible study, Bible
class and/or New Believer/Convert Sabbath
School class. While these programmes are
good and important if this all that discipleship
entails then the Church would have failed.
These programmes are not in and of themselves
discipleship, but aspects that lead to the
discipling of individuals. While discipleship
involves activities, it is far greater than the sum
of its parts.
Discipleship is more concern with change
and transformation, not at the surface level,
but at the heart. It easy to attend classes and
conformed to what is expected by the Church,
but, what is truly important are the motives and
attitudes that drives those actions. Thus, the
activities should not be seen as an end in and of
themselves but a means to an end.
This principle is important because being a
disciple is not something that is done, but a state
being. A disciple is who a Christian should be
and as such, it affects every facet of the believer’s
life.
Though the term disciple in the original Greek
language refers to a leaner, apprentice or pupil
joined to a teacher
or movement, in the
context of Christianity
takes on a great
dimension. Due to the
intimate relationship
between Jesus and
His followers the term
discipleship takes on
even greater meaning
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to stay
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Focused

Pastor Everett Brown, Pres
ident of Jamaica Union
Conference, delivering
Annual Meeting held on
the devotional thought
September 9, 2012. [ph
at the CJC
oto: Kemar Douglas]

A

t the Annual Meeting of the
Central Jamaica Conference
of Seventh-day Adventists
the leaders from the local churches
were encouraged to stay focused on
the mission.
“The church has one focus and that
is the mission that God has given us,”
stated Pastor Levi Johnson, President
of CJC. “We must remember that the
core strategic goal of the Conference
centers on the need for Revival and
Reformation, under the theme ‘Vision
One Million.’ A critical component of
this plan is the finishing of the work,
which includes preparing people to
meet Christ in peace and warning the

relates to baptisms and tithe percentage increase. I solicit your support
of the administration, directors, and
leaders in the Conference and Union
as we lead God’s people.”
A Synopsis of the Report to the
Leaders
Central Jamaica Conference’s Strategic
Plan is organized under five strategic
objectives:
• Spiritual
Growth
and
Discipleship
• Evangelism
• Development
• Quality of Life and Community
Impact
• Equipping and Service
The current membership stands at
83,588 in 185 churches and 30 companies or Branch Sabbath Schools.
Tithe has increased by 1.9%, while
offering went up by 1.2%.
The Evangelistic program of the
Conference is organized under
the theme of Integrated, Wholistic
Community Evangelism. Every department and every program must be seen
as a part of the evangelistic effort of
the Church. As a result 2,400 persons
were baptized so far this year through
One to One, Small Group, Bible
School and Church efforts combined
with Community Services activities
such Health, Community Counselling
and Education.

Departmental highlights during the
world of His soon coming.”
The specially convened Annual period under review:
(( Bible School
Meeting to report on the progress of
• Printed
40,000 Bible
the quadrennial strategic plan and
Courses
finances of the Conference was held
• 45,000 Lessons for the Book
at Sydenham Adventist Church on
Great Controversy
September 9, 2012. The main audi• Conducted Graduations
ence was comprised of local church
(( Communication
Elders, Church Clerks, Treasurers,
• New Website using technolAuditors, Stewardship Leaders, and
ogy to unite the Church and
Personal Ministries Leaders.
finish the Work
“I must commend the leaders and
•
Keeping the Church inmembers of the CJC on the mark
formed and united through
growth in this territory,” stated Pastor
Weekly Advisories
Everett Brown, President of Jamaica
•
Online
Evangelism
–
Union Conference. “CJC continues
Connect
2012
to lead the fields here in Jamaica as it
38>>
3

Ordained
12
G

to the

ospel ministry
Kemar T. Douglas

Pastor Everett Brown, President of
Jamaica Union Conference, pointing
out the importance of placing Christ
at the center of pastor’s life and
ministry. [photo: Kemar Douglas]

in the gospel ministry you must take
seriously the development of your
own spiritual life by feeding on the
Word of God.” She also mentioned
that they should recognize that their
family is their first mission field and
they must develop a close relationship
with their spouse and children.  
For further information, pictures
and the profile for each of the
pastors visit centralja.org and
search
for
Ordination
2012.

H

istory was made on Sabbath,
December 15, 2012, as
twelve men were ordained
to the gospel ministry, making it the
largest ministerial ordination in the
history in Central Jamaica Conference
(CJC) and Jamaica Union Conference
(JAMU).
Pastors Delroy Bicknell, Damian
Chambers, Anthony Dowding, John
Hacker, Darian Harris, Dorian Kelly,
Rodney Palmer, Onell Montaque,
Wayne Smikle, Aundrea Thompson,
Billy Watson, and Francis West, were
ordained to the gospel ministry of the
world-wide Seventh-day Adventist
Church. The service was held at
Camp Verley during the annual Camp
Meeting service.
Pastor Levi Johnson, President
of CJC, in his opening remarks
commended the men on reaching
this milestone in their ministry.
“We are here to set aside these men
for the gospel ministry in the Seventhday Adventist Church,” Pastor Johnson
stated. “It is a ministry filled with joy
but also sorrow. A ministry filled high
points and low moments. A ministry
4

things run smoothly and other times
when everything seems to be going
wrong. During the good or the bad
times never forget your calling to the
gospel ministry.”
Pastor Everett Brown, President of
JAMU, in his sermon titled ‘The Call
to Serve’, stated that, “the call of
ministry is a call of service, to serve
God, His church and humanity. We
must use Jesus Christ as our standard.
Jesus must be the ideal frame of
reference to respond to God and the
need of the people we serve. To be
successful in ministry you must follow
Christ. If you have accepted the call
you must make yourself accessible to
the church and the people.”
Bibles and books on pastoral
leadership were given to the newly
ordained Pastors courtesy of the
JAMU, CJC and the CJC Ministerial
Fraternity. Gifts were also given
to their wives by the Shepherdess
organizations in JAMU and CJC.
Sis. Lana Brown, Jamaica Union
Conference Shepherdess Sponsor, in
greeting the newly ordained ministers’
wives, pointed out that, “as partners

Adventist

Christian Education
the

A

S olid

dventist Christian Education
took centre stage at the
Annual Meeting of the leaders
in Central Jamaica Conference on
September 9, 2012. The meeting saw
the coming together of all the Adventist
high and preparatory schools to speak
on the benefits of Adventist Christian
Education.
The forum, produced by the

Stacey-Ann Elackstock, past student of the May
Pen High School and a teacher for over 10 years,
dramatically presenting how the Adventist Christian
Education benefited her and even after leaving high
school over 13 years ago still wears her uniform with
pride. [photo: Kemar Douglas]

Acting Education Director, Anthony
Gordon, had principals, parents,
students, and past students who gave
testimonials about the benefits of
Adventist Education. The schools that
participated were the Willowdene
Group of Schools, May Pen
High
School,
Campbell’s
Castle Preparatory, West Indies
College Preparatory and the
Victor Dixon High School.
“We would like to thank
the administration of Central
Jamaica Conference for giving
prime time to this critical and
important arm of the Adventist
Church, that of Adventist
Christian Education,” stated

Kemar T. Douglas

Way

Elyn Spence, moderator for the
segment on Adventist Education and
principal of Hagley Park Preparatory,
an Adventist Institution in East Jamaica
Conference. “If we are going to fulfil
the mandate to train and equip people
not just for time but eternity, we must
support and send our children to the
Adventist schools.”
“All the students in our preparatory
department performed above the
national average. That has been the
case for all Adventist schools across
this region,” stated Angella Gyles, Vice
Principal in charge of the Willowdene
Preparatory. “We are here not just
to prepare persons to pass exams
but also to become well rounded
Christian men and women. “
A past student of the May Pen
High School, Stacey-Ann Elackstock,
proudly stated, “This uniform is my
brand. I was told I was slow at my old
school and so they sent me to May
Pen High School. I was encouraged,
mentored and taught not just
academics but the value the Lord has
placed on me. I became a Christian
Seventh-day Adventist because of my
school and now I am a teacher for over
ten years, doing for others what this
school did for me.”
“I am a product of Christian education
from birth. From basic school right up

to
the
Olivia Valentine speaking enthusiastically about
the benefits of Adventist Christian Education at the
Annual Meeting of Leaders in CJC, after copping 11
CSEC subjects all with range one’s. [photo: Kemer
Douglas]

university
level,
the
Adventist church has been key to my
development,” stated Olivia Valentine,
a student at Northern Caribbean
University. “I am a proud product of
the Victor Dixon High School, having
gained 11 subjects, all ones, and
would definitely encourage everyone
to
seek
Adventist
Education.”
A teacher from Willowdene
High School, Brenda James, stated
emphatically that “the time has come
for all parents to take your children
from out of Egypt and send them to
Israel where they can be trained not
just in the things of the world but also
in the things of the Lord. I am a product
of Willowdene and I have been
teaching there for over 20 years. All
my children have gone there and done
extremely well. Recently my daughter,
Shanell, got 12 CSEC subjects and is
now attending NCU on a scholarship.”
“Our schools are name brand
schools; therefore, we do not
have to beg persons to come.
We offer the best product and
if you want your children to
have the best then you send
them to our Adventist schools,”
stated Elder Winston Preddie,
principal of the May Pen High
School.
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CJC Awards Churches for

Outstanding

Performances
Kemar T. Douglas

Impth

CJC Fed
Charles Bulgin

I

Pastor Dudley Mullings, receiving the award for the Most Outstanding Performance in Tithe 2002
– 2012 on behalf of the Braeton Adventist Church, from Pastor Levi Johnson (President of CJC).
Looking on are pastors Billy Watson (Treasurer of CJC) and Ronnie Henry (Secretary of CJC). The
award was given on September 9, 2012.[photo: Kemar Douglas]

C

entral
Jamaica
Conference of Seventhday Adventists took
time to honour churches that
have consistently supported the
mission over a ten year period.
The presentations were made at
the Annual Meeting of CJC on
September 9, 2012.
“We decided that it was
important that we recognize the
contribution that churches have
made to the development and
growth of the mission in this
territory,” stated Pastor Ronnie
Henry, Secretary of CJC. “The
majority of the awards being
given out today are in recognition
of those churches that have
consistently sent in, on time,
their Treasurer’s and Church
Clerk’s reports. The other three
churches represent the top tithe
contributors to the conference in
dollar value over ten years.”
6

The Breaton Adventist Church
was awarded with the most
outstanding performance in tithe
collected for the period 2002
- 2012. In second position was
the Portmore Adventist Church,
followed by the Spanish Town
Adventist Church.
The following constitute the
churches that were awarded for
submitting their remittances and
Church Clerk’s reports on time
for the period 2002 – 2012.
• Broadleaf
• Cashew Walk
• Cedar Grove
• Coleyville
• Craighead
• Family of God
• Harmons
• Palm
• Porus
• Ramble
• St. Toolis

t was not an ordinary
day for church members,
leaders, laymen
and women, and
workers of Central
Jamaica Conference
(CJC) on Sabbath,
September 15, 2012,
as they swarmed
Spanish Town and
its environs with a
divine impact. This
following on heels of
similar programmes
conducted in in Mandeville,
May Pen and Linstead
The Manchester,
Clarendon and St.
Catherine
Sabbath
School
and
Lay
Preachers’ Federation
led out in prayer sessions
and the reading of the
Word, as well as the
distribution of Priorities
Magazines,
Prayer
Fellowship Cards and
the book of hope, The
Great Controversy.
Just over 4000
Prayer Fellowship
Cards were signed
by
the
many
onlookers
and
hungry souls for just
a prayer and a Word

At the Spanish Town Shopping C
ed to provide free health check
anxious passers-by. [photo: Jaso

pact
he Cities

derations

Centre, health stations were mountks and referrals to the hundreds of
on Sawyers]

from
God.
Some
1500 copies
of The Great
Controversy
as
well
as 8000
copies of
Priorities
were distributed
throughout
the
four major
city impacts.
In
his
address
to
member and
individuals
within
the
vicinity of the
Spanish
Town
Shopping Centre,
Pastor
Ronnie
Henry, Executive

call

Secretary
of
Central
Jamaica
Conference
noted
that
in a world
of just over
7
billion
people, the
Seventhday
Adventist
Church has a mission to every
human being here on the planet
Earth, and that includes Spanish
Town.
Pastor Henry further pointed out
that in spite of so much anxiety
that captures the mind of so many
people today, there is hope in
Jesus Christ. Pastor Henry pointed
to our very nation which he says
“is not sure what tomorrow will
be, people talking about IMF
agreements and about how they
are going to survive, but Jesus is
our Provider and Savior”, as he
encouraged those gathered in the
busy hub of Spanish Town.
Revival and Reformation has
been the focus of the Seventh-day
Adventist Church since 2010 and
the Sabbath School and Personal
Ministries Federations has taken

the

seriously.
The
Revival and Reformation
programme has three components,
namely:
Constant in Prayer
Heeding the Word
Tell the Word

According to Pastor Nevail Barrett,
Sabbath School and Personal
Ministries Director of CJC, Constant
in Prayer refers to “building a
relationship with someone you care
about; you talk with that person
every day. In like manner, we ought
to talk to God every day in order to
develop an intimate relationship with
Him”. He added that Heeding the
Word goes beyond just reading, it is
living the Word. As Daniel said, ‘Thy
word have I hid in my heart, that I
might not sin against thee’ – Psalm
119:11. “If we are living according to
the Word of God, there would be
less crime and violence in Jamaica,
particularly in Spanish Town.”
Pastor Barrett further stated that it is
within the context of Telling the Word
that the city impacts were planned to
let men and women know that Jesus
loves them and that the happenings
of our time are telling us that Jesus is
coming again. Every member would
have therefore made contact with at
least one person, by giving the book
The Great Controversy, Priorities or
signing up someone for prayer.

7

Over
5000
Visitors
T urn
out
for

Kemar T. Douglas

Celebration

M

arch 31, 2012, the first Day of Celebration for the
Vision One Million programme, saw over 5,300
visitors turning out to churches across Central
Jamaica Conference. This goal was achieved because of the
over 4,600 passionate disciples who invited persons out to
church on that day.
One of the major highlights of the day’s programme was
the baptism of over 283 persons bringing the total for the
first quarter of 2012 to just over 960 new believers. Most
of the baptisms for this quarter were accomplished through
members doing one-to-one evangelism, small group
ministry and church crusades.
One of the novel approaches to evangelism in the first
quarter, conducted by the Oliver Gardens Adventist
Church, was a crusade that was conducted like a street
meeting. For the four weeks of the series, the venue was
shifted four times bringing the gospel to the streets of the
community.
Throughout the first quarter all the administrators,
directors, pastors and churches were involved in reaping
campaigns across the Conference territory. Lay preachers
and members also played a major role in making CJC the
leading Conference in the Jamaica Union Conference in
terms of baptism and the number of visitors on the Day
of Celebration.
Vision One Million is an initiative of the Inter-American
Division of Seventh-day Adventists. The programme
is not an event but a way of life that sees Adventist
members becoming passionate disciples for Christ. A
passionate disciple is someone who is ‘Constant in
Prayer’, ‘Heed the Word’ of God, and ‘Tell the World’
about Jesus.
8
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C onventions

2 0 1 2

mission to
proclaim
the gospel
of Jesus.
With this
in mind
we
are
looking
and
working
towards
our next
Vision
One
Million celebration on June 30,” stated
Elder Billy Watson, Treasurer of CJC.
The JAMU is asking that the each
church focus on the goal of Vision
One Million, that of each member
adopting the lifestyle of a passionate
disciple. This entails being constant in
prayer, heeding the word and telling
the word. The goal is that this will help
in alleviating the problem of spiritual
emptiness, dysfunctional relationships
and address community needs.
“If we are going to see any manful
change in our church it must start with
every member. All of us must play our
part in sharing the Gospel of Jesus,”
Pastor Nevail Barrett, Sabbath School
and Personal Ministries Director of CJC,
stated passionately. “The thrust of the
Conference is small group evangelism.
This has been around for long time
and it is a method that has proven to
be very effective in sharing the gospel.
The Sabbath School Units can become
a small group but must be restructured
with this in mind.”
A special feature in the programme
was a segment in which members
shared how they are accomplishing the
mission of God.
Vencita Green from Braeton Adventist
Church beaming with excitement

A section of the congregation that gathered for Jamaica Union Conference and
Central Jamaica Conference Revival and Reformation Convention 2012 held at
Lionel Town Adventist Church on June 6.[photo: Kemar Douglas]

C

entral Jamaica Conference of
Seventh-day Adventists (CJC)
in partnership with the Jamaica
Union Conference (JAMU) hosted
a series of Revival and Reformation
Convention across the three parishes.
The theme of the Conventions was
Spiritual Renewal and Restoration and
they were held at Sydenham Adventist
Church in St. Catherine and Marantha
Adventist Church in Manchester on
May 26, 2012 and the Lionel Town
Adventist Church in Clarendon on June
9, 2012.
“Every member must be involved
in fulfilling the mission that God has
given his church. The work cannot be
done by the pastors, elders and officers
alone, ever member of the church must
get involved,” stated Elder Bancroft
Barwise, Treasurer of JAMU.
The Convention was inspired by the
Adventist World Church Revival and
Reformation programme and served
as a rallying call for passionate disciples
belonging to the Vision One Million
programme spread headed by the
Inter-American Division.
“According to Ellen G. White, the
greatest need of the church is to be
revived and reformed, and CJC has
embraced this vision. We are on the

stated, “I have a passion for telling
others about the goodnews. I have the
joy of seeing families coming into the
kingdom of God. For me if I go into
a home I see it as my duty not to just
work with the one that invited me but
the entire family and as such I have the
joy of seeing entire family surrendering
to the Lord.
Elder Terrence Clark from Tent City
Adventist Church shared how the young
people are involved in the mission.
“We have launched operation Ezra
which involves young people going out
and sharing the gospel. It is based on the
original model of what led to the launch
of the Adventist Youth programme. The
programme involves young people
sharing what they know with who they
know,” Elder Clark stated.
“Over the last three years I have
been looking at my schedule and all I
can recall was the routine of work and
home. It was then that I came to realize
that I have a responsibility to God, the
church and the people around me, to
share the love of Jesus. On my request,
the young people open there homes
and invited their friends to come to
small group meeting, so that I could
share the Word of God and it has
been a tremendous blessing to me and
them.” stated Bro. Lotus Bedward from
Redground Adventist Church.
Elder Mervita Bailey stated that at
“the Hunts Pen Adventist we have
heeded the call to start small groups
in our church. We have found out that
by experience that it works once we
are willing to the work. The church
members have benefitted from this
bible base principle of small group
ministry, and as such, the church has
grown numerically and spiritually.”
In answering the question, ‘who is a
passionate disciple?’ Jermaine Vernal,
a young man from Oliver Gardens
Adventist Church gave this profound
answer, “a passionate disciple is one
who is filled and overflowing and cannot
help but ministering and reaching out
to others. We must forget those things
which are behind, take up the cross
and unite in order play our part in the
cause of Christ. The Holy Spirit will be
given to us, once we are all committed
to work for the Lord and His mission.”
9
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Prayer
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Heeding

the Word Conventions

O

ver
one

thousand
persons have
turned out to
the Prayer and
Heeding
the
Word Conventions held across the territory of Central
Jamaica Conference. The event was organized by
the Prayer Ministries department of Central Jamaica
Conference (CJC) and saw the programme being
executed at the church district level.
‘In His Presence’ was the theme chosen for
the conventions and saw persons coming out to
experience revival and praise.
“There must be a revival in the life of the church.
The Holy Spirit must be permitted to do this work
of reformation, but it must first start with us,” said
Pastor Levi Johnson, president of CJC. “There must
be a heart revival that will lead to the spiritual revival
in all our churches. That is why we are gathered
here to pray for the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on
the Church.”
This sentiment was echoed by the first in the
series of devotional speakers. Pastor Daniel Pink,
senior pastor of the Linstead District of Adventist
Churches.
“We have a power that is greater than all worldly
power. Worldly power will fail, but the power of the
Holy Spirit will never fail, that is the power we must
pray for,” Pastor Pink stated.
The conventions were planned against the
backdrop of the Adventist World Church focus on
Revival and Reformation. This programme seeks
the commitment of all Adventists to be ‘Constant in
Prayer’, to ‘Heed the Word’ and to ‘Tell the World’.
“Constant in Prayer and Heeding the Word is
a clarion call to the churches in Central Jamaica
Conference to spend time reading the Bible and
praying to God so that we may experience a
rich outpouring of the Holy Spirit’s power as we
look forward to the seconding coming of Jesus
Christ,” stated Sis. Claudia Bailey, Prayer Ministries
Coordinator for CJC.
10

Labour
Day
Project with a Difference
Anthony Gordon/CJC

W

hereas Labour the opportunity to test their
Day
Projects level of anger, be it intra-or
across the island inter-personal. The result was
are traditionally focused alarming for many whose
on physical and structural score ranged between 6 and
projects in the community, 10 on the scale of 1-10.
the surrounding communities
Since the seminar, there
of Vere in Clarendon had was much clamour and
a unique project which appeal by the participants
focused on structuring and for professional assistance
stabilizing the relational and to relate with the findings,
emotional life of the citizens. which in themselves are
Vere
Technical
High tell-tale signs of some of the
School was the buzz of relational dysfunctions in our
activity on Labour Day, society today – uncontrolled
Wednesday, May 23 from anger and its potential
10:00am to 6:00pm, when of family conflicts, feuds,
a team of eleven counselling social dislocation, physical
psychologists gave a one altercations and sometimes
day free counselling service even death.
in Anger Management to
The initiative was a wholistic
relationally-challenged
community impact program
husbands and wives, parents involving
churches,
the
and children, high school Police Youth Club, voluntary
seniors and community organizations among others,
members at large. Twenty- and was spear-headed by
eight counselling sessions, the Counselling Services
ranging from 45 -60 minutes Department
of
Central
in length, were conducted.
Jamaica Conference of SDA
This special Labour Day with headquarters in Spanish
Project was the out-growth Town, St. Catherine. Similar
of an Anger Management community impact programs
Seminar that was conducted are being planned for other
on Sunday, March 18 at sections of Clarendon as well
the same venue. The main as for Manchester and St.
feature of the seminar,
Catherine.
presented by Family
Counsellor, Anthony
L. Gordon, Director
of
Counselling
Services
at
Central
Jamaica
Conference
of
SDA,
was
a basic anger
Elder An
thony G
ordon, c
Manage
management
o nd
me
Day Pro nt Seminar a s a ucting an Ange
r
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part of C
c
t 2012.
psychometric
JC Labo
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assessment which
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O

ver 700
young

stalwarts for Christ swarmed the
grounds of Camp Verley on the
weekend of April 5 – 9, 2012,
to celebrate Youth Convention
in Central Jamaica Conference.
Under the theme “Ignition:
Fuelled to Worship, Ignited to
Disciples, Sparkling a Spiritual
Revolution”.
As highlighted by Pastor
Howard
Grant
(Youth
&
Children’s Ministries Director,
CJC), this weekend was designed
to allow our youth to take up the
opportunity of “partnering with
Christ in infusing our communities
with God’s love” and having a
closer walk with Christ.
The young people blazed the
trail as they experienced a more
intimate relationship with God
through the many seminars and
uplifting sermons by the main
speaker Pastor Brent St. Jean.
Pastor St. Jean, a native of

Dominica
and
who
enjoys
working with young people,
indeed led those in attendance
and others listening on the NCU
FM and watching online at www.
churchpond.com
and
www.
centralja.org to be literally ignited
by the Holy Spirit, and urged
them to walk daily with the Lord.
This year’s Youth Convention
also had various workshops and
presenters educating the youth
on social and spiritual issues that
are extremely important to their
growth on this Christian journey.
Some of these presenters included
Dr. Newton Cleghorne (NCU)
and Mr. Patrick Smith (NCU), Mrs.
Joan Harris (Sandy Park S.D.A.),
Mr. Dave Noel Williams, Pastors
Jeff Jefferson (CJC), Roy Dennis
(CJC), Kemar Douglas (CJC), and
Donald Francis (CJC).
Indeed Youth Convention
2012 was a momentous occasion
among our youth in Central
Jamaica Conference as its purpose
of soul-searching and reflections
of God’s bountiful blessings and
his love towards us was realized.

Membership
Conservation Convention

C

Kemar T. Douglas

entral Jamaica Conference has
demonstrated once again its
commitment not only winning
and baptizing individuals but keeping and
nurturing them. This was validated at the
recently held Membership Conservation
Convention put on by the Discipleship and
Membership Conservation Department of
the Conference.
The Convention was held at the May
Pen Seventh-day Adventist Church on
July 25, 2012 and saw persons attending
from the churches throughout Clarendon.
“We take membership conservation
seriously. We have committed our resources
to the building up of our new members
spiritually. This is at the heart of all that
what we do. We have provided a new
believers package to help in the grounding
and rooting of our new converts in faith,”
stated Pastor Jeff Jefferson, Discipleship and
Conservation Coordinator and Ministerial
Secretary for CJC.
This event was not the first of its kind
in CJC but it stands as their commitment
to closing the proverbial ‘back door’
“The time has come for the membership of
this Church to take our baptism seriously. It
is must be something that we must cherish.
Too many of us just become members for
the fun of it or for the things we can get from
the church,” lamented Pastor Levi Johnson,
President of CJC. “We must grow in grace
and each member must be respected
and threated with love. I want all of us
to concretize our commitment to God.”
This year’s convention took on an extra
meaning following the launch
of Vision One Million, a call
for all members to become
passionate disciples. As a
result those in attendance
were motivated to follow
the Lord and harness
every
opportunity
to share the joy of
salvation with others.
Pa stor Jef f Jef fer
son,addressing
the
congregation ga
thered at Memb
ership
Conservation Co
nvention.[photo
:
Kemar T. J. Doug
las]
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Children 2012
O

Kemar T. Douglas

ver 4000 persons turned
out for the annual Children
Convention of Central
Jamaica Conference at Camp Verley,
Spring Gardens, St. Catherine. The
theme of the programme was ‘Arise,
Kids for Jesus: Tiny Vessels, Mighty
Voices’ and indeed this rang true at the
convention.
Expect for the occasional greetings
and facilitation by adults majority of
the programme was done by children,
their tiny voices proclaiming, singing
and praying mighty things for Jesus. The
divine hour speakers were Jermaine
Dunkley from Toll Gate Adventist
Church and Munroe Fyffe from the
Palm Adventist Church.
“We all need to surrender to Jesus so
that God can make us disciples,” stated
Jermaine in his sermon. “We must allow
God to use us and become mighty
voices for him.”
“We need to go through the fire in

order for the Lord to use us,” Munroe
stated with conviction. “We must use
our gifts and talents to share Jesus with
our friends and families. God uses
everyone to work for Him. We must
rise and shine for Jesus”
A special session was conducted
by Sharon Williams in the morning
discussing the issue of child abuse.
Children were engaged in a lively
discussion about the different type of
abuses that persons may try and inflict
on them, and what they need to do
if they are being abused or someone
attempts to abuse them.
Before this discussion the children
were treated to interactive Sabbath
School conducted by the team from
Children’s Time aired Sabbath mornings
on NCU 91FM.
“Indeed the Lord wants to use all of
us, including our children in sharing the
gospel of Jesus,” Pastor Howard Grant,
Children Ministry Director of CJC,

stated enthusiastically. “Our children
may be tiny vessels but they have
mighty voices, and the Lord is using
them for His mission.”
The Bible Class discussion on ‘How
Do You Feel About Your Church?’
conducted by Sis. Mary Cole, Women’s
and Health Ministries Director of CJC,
saw the children eager to share their
views. They expressed that singing, the
pastor’s preaching, and the children and
Adventist Youth programmes are what
they liked most about their church.
What they don’t like about church is
that the adults where not giving them
enough time to participate in church
and that Church goes for too long.
The day’s activities were capped
off with a vesper thought by Adaneik
Fearon from the Blackwoods Adventist
Church. She stated that “We have a
sure counselor, a sympathizing friend,
dedicated physician, and a wonderful
parent. Our God is on our side and He
loves us and takes cares of us.”
Willodene Group of Schools, Hagley
Park Preparatory School, along with
groups and choirs from churches
from Clarendon, Manchester and St.
Catherine added to richness of the
day’s proceedings with wonderful and
spirit-filled singing.

Children gathered at the altar after Aunty Keisha made an appeal for them to come after Sabbath
School study. Keisha Francis is the host
of Children Time aired Sabbath mornings on NCU 91 FM. [photo: Kemar Douglas]
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Religious
Kemar T. Douglas

Liberty
S u m m its H osted

C

entral Jamaica Conference
of Seventh-day Adventists
hosted a series of Religious
Liberty Summits to discuss labour

major increase in the Religious
Liberty complaints filled with the
department, it became prudent to
convene this programme to educate

Sis. Carla-Anne Harris Roper, Attorney-at-law with the Ministry of Labour
and Social Security, presenting on
Labour Law and Flexible Work Arrangements at Maranatha Adventist
Church as a part of the Parish Religious
Liberty Summit. [photo: Kemar Douglas]

laws and flexible work week proposal
currently being considered by the
Jamaican government. The events
where held at the parish level on
September 15 and 22 in Clarendon
and Manchester respectively and on
November 3 in St. Catherine.
Over 800 members and local
church Religious Liberty leaders
benefited from the presentations
done by Attorney-at-law from the
Ministry of Labour, Carla-Anne Roper
Harris and the Director for Public
Affairs and Religious Liberty at CJC,
Pastor Kemar Douglas.
“Though there has not been a

the members as to their rights under
current Jamaican law and the possible
amendments that may take place with
the labour laws in particular,” Pastor
Douglas stated.
The members in attendance
benefited from the discussions
surrounding the importance of
Religious Liberty, the development
of labour law and labour relations in
Jamaica and the possible flexible work
arrangement amendments.
“The flexible work week proposal
is not a single legislation being
contemplated but a series of
amendments to current laws to allow

for part-time work with benefits,
telecommuting and a compressed
work week,” Mrs. Roper Harris stated.
She
explained
that
“the
implementation of flexible work
arrangements would facilitate and
promote the freedom of employer/
employee to negotiate and select the
hours, days and time which would
best suit their needs, while taking into
consideration the rights of employees
to a day of rest.”
According to Mrs. Roper Harris the
following constitute the benefits of
the proposal:
employment
(( Increased
opportunities
(( In some instances more time for
family and personal interests
(( Increased productivity
(( Reduced labour costs since
weekends would in some
instances be treated as normal
work days payable at normal
work rates (no premium rates/
no overtime pay)
(( Greater availability of service to
customers due to varied opening
hours and more business days
(( Less traffic congestion during
the normal peak hours
“The programme was a good
one, very beneficial,” stated Elder
Dexter Pusey from the Greenvale
Adventist Church in Manchester.
“I hope more programmes of this
nature will be planned in the future
and that many more members will
take advantage of the information
presented.”
Each of the summits closed with
a reminder that under the Jamaican
Constitution Sections 13 and 17 that
all citizens have the right not to be
discriminated against on the grounds
of their religion and that every person
shall have the right to freedom of
religion including the freedom to
change his religion and the right to
manifest and propagate his religion
in worship, teaching, practice and
observance. If these rights are breach
redress can be sought through the
legal system.
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Willowdene High School Choir

EDUCATION
Alethea Brown-Wellington/CJC

C

S u mmi t

2012

entral Jamaica Conference
hosted its annual Education
Summit at the Spanish Town
Seventh-day Adventist Church on
Sabbath,
April
28,
2012. This day which
in
our
society.
celebrates
Adventist
Minister
Thwaites
Christian
Education
addressed the social
saw
hundreds
of
and
educational
students and teachers
needs within our
within the Conference
society and how the
gathering under the
Pastor Wayne
church can become
Palmer, Education
theme
“Seventh-day
more involved in this
& Stewardship
Adventist
Christian
Director of
aspect.
Education – Impacting &
CJC[photo: Garry
Pastor
Levi
Witter]
Transforming the Family
Johnson, President
for Nation Building”.
Pastor Ronnie Henry, expressing thanks to
of Central Jamaica
Dr. Alvin Barnes [photo: Garry Witter]
Pastor
Wayne
Conference further
Palmer, Education &
highlighted
this
Stewardship
Director
wonderful gift of
of Central Jamaica
Christian Education
Conference,
pointed
that our church has
to the need for our
to offer. Noting the
members and friends to
numerous individuals
embrace and support
that have received
Christian Education, as
Christian Education
there is no greater joy
at some point in their
than to be raised in the
lives, he indicated that
Honourable
nurture and admonition
Ronald Thwaites, we need to urge our
of God’s grace and later
Minister of
brethren and friends
Education [photo:
becoming a great asset in
to support our schools,
Garry Witter]
impacting and transforming
as it is a chance for our
lives within our country.
young ones to meet
Chair of the Department
Christ and become
of Teacher Education
transformed by the
at Northern Caribbean
renewing
of their
University, Dr. Jacqueline
minds.
HoShing-Clarke broke the
As one of our
bread of life in the Divine
greatest teachers and
Worship Service, as her past experiences prophetess, Mrs. Ellen G. White notes
as a product of Christian Education is in her book Education pg.1 , “True
certainly proof of God’s great love. She education means more than the pursual
pointed to the importance of making that of a certain course of study. It means
link with lessons taught to the love and more than a preparation for the life that
wisdom of God, which will mold values now is. It has to do with the whole being,
and morals in our children and life’s and with the whole period of existence
experiences.
possible to man. It is the harmonious
The day’s summit continued with the development of the physical, the mental,
Honourable Ronald Thwaites, Minister of and the spiritual powers. It prepares the
Education and the Imagine Cup Team of student for the joy of service in this world
2010 at Northern Caribbean University and for the higher joy of wider service in
joining as special guests to share in the world to come.”
highlighting the importance of education
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41

ducation
is what is
remembered
when
what
is
learnt is forgotten”
were the words of
advice given to the
41 graduates from
the
Willowdene
High School (WHS) by their
graduation speaker. The 45th
Graduation of WHS was held under
the theme, ‘Armed . . . Charged
. . . Ready for Success,’ on July 8,
2012 at the Spanish Town Adventist
Church.
The speaker was Mrs. Iverlin
Kennedy-McKenzie,
Assistant
Professor, Department of History,
Geography, and Social Science at
Northern Caribbean University. She
stated that the report of the school
is enviable and the sweat and tears
have
produced
wonderful
students.
“Education
is
the
school
of
life,” she stated
emphatically.
“It
is
greater
than
academics.
Education is a tool
that opens the
mind and leads to
better living.”
In
effort
to
explain the ten
rules of success
Mrs.
KennedyMcKenzie used the
illustration of food.
Her list for success
is as follows:
Pick the things
you like. Dream
the dreams you like
and stick to it.
WHS graduation speaker, Mrs.
Assistant Professor, Departmen
Try
something
Social Science at Northern Car
the ten rules of success. [photo
new
from
the
menu of life. Ask
yourself how can I
better today than yesterday. Learn
something new every day.

Arm

Rea

Students
med, Charged and

ady for Success

Kemar T. Douglas

Run to the hot pizza. Plan ahead
and be decisive. Take advantage of
your opportunities. Be educated not
just trained.
Don’t settle for leftovers. Choose
wisely and avoid garbage.
Eat your veggies. There are things
you don’t like but you must do them
in order to be successful. God first
business next pleasure last.
Watch out there people who want
to use and manipulate and distract

No such thing as
a free lunch. There
is always a cost and
consequence
to
choices you make.
Save some space
for desert. Laugh and
enjoy life. Enjoy the
journey not just the
destination. Life is
about the quality of the

journey.
Don’t be gluten. Be a neighbour
share, be kind, and be thoughtful.
Find the table and enjoy the meal
with others. Remember those who
push and encourage you to achieve
your goals. Let them know that they
are valuable.
Mr. Basil Tabannor in given the
principal’s report stated that the
school was indeed grateful for the
support of the church and parents for
the success of
the school year
2011 - 2012.
He
explained
that
though
the school is
not
perfect
they continue
to develop the
educational
system to cater
to spiritual and
Willowdene High School Graduating Class of 2012. [photo: Kemar T. J. Douglas]
mental needs of
the students.
“We
have
to be forward
thinking
in
order to meet
the challenges
of
today’s
environment
that is why we
develop
the
The top performing student and president of the graduatwhole
man
ing class, Shanell James, receiving the 2012 Principal’s
through
our
Iverlin Kennedy-McKenzie,
Award for Academic Excellence from the Chairman of the
nt of History, Geography, and
Willowdene Group of Schools Broad, Pastor Levi Johnson.
curriculum
and
ribbean University, explaining
Stand behind her is the principal, Elder Basil Tabannor and
o: Kemar T. J. Douglas]
other activities,”
Sis. Tabannor. [photo: Kemar T. J. Douglas]
states
Mr.
Tabannor. “We
you. Play to gallery of your own self want our students to be well balance
and to reach their full potential. We
esteem.

account for all our students and our
success is tremendous with majority
students passing five to eleven
subjects in 23 areas of study.”
Pastor Levi Johnson, Chairman
of the Willowdene Group of
Schools and President of Central
Jamaica Conference of Seventhday Adventists, was pleased with
the report of the principal that also
highlighted community outreach
projects, tree planting exercise,
school day of prayer, and numerous
national awards receive for excellence
in science and the arts.
“Each year the report gets better
and better as they prepare students for
this life and the life to come,” Pastor
Johnson stated. “The Conference is
committed to having the Willowdene
Group of Schools being the best
school in this region. We give over 30
million dollars to WGS and that is only
possible through the contribution of
the members of the Adventist church
here in CJC. We will stand by our
boys and girls in order that they the
best they can be in Christ.
The top performing student and
president of the graduating class,
Shanell James, stated enthusiastically,
“we did it. We have completed this
leg of our journey and it was worth
it. Our teachers served guides and
protectors and now we are mature
students. With the assistance of
Willowdene, we have made it and
will make it through life. This is not
the end but the beginning of a new
chapter and with God we can be
successful as we work hard.”
“As a parent I am proud of the
success of the school and the
students,” stated Hortense Brown.
“The significant contribution that this
school has made to our children is
tremulous.”
Northern Caribbean University
presented a $100,000 scholarship
each to the top boy and girl,
Alesandro Splatt and Shanell James.
They also reminded the students that
scholarships are available and all they
need to do is apply.
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Dayof
Prayer
Kemar T. Douglas

in

Engaged

in Schools

as this school
has prepared
me well.”
Students
were invited to
write
special
prayer request
for healing and
deliverance
from
bad

2012

Con

An Innovative

Technolog

Pastor Kemar Douglas, Speaker/Presenter for Connect 2012, a
viewer via Twitter, as Keneice Lawson, host of Connect 2012, l

T

he
Central
Jamaica
Conference (CJC) through
the Department of Education
conducted a special prayer session
at the Willowdene Group of Schools
in Spanish Town on March 7, 2012.
Separate devotional sessions were
conducted with all three levels of the
school, Kindergarten, Preparatory and
High School Divisions.
Of note were the special prayer
sessions for the grade 6 students whose
GSAT exams were on the horizon and
the fifth form students who would
be sitting external secondary level
examinations in a couple of months.
Pastor Wayne Palmer, Education
Director for CJC, explained the rational
for this event. “This is an annual
programme of the Inter-American
Division in which special prayer is
conducted in Adventist schools across
the territory. The objective is to lift
the spiritual climate in schools, to
motivate students, and to teach them
the true meaning of prayer and the
impact it has on their lives.”
“The prayer made me feel that
God can do the
impossible
if
you believe,”
Nickcodia
Tulloch,
a grade 6
student, stated.
“I
believe
that I will be
successful and
that I will get my
dream choice
in placement,
16

Pastor Ronnie Henry, engaging a group, Willowdene
High School Preparatory Division, students in a discussion about the bible on March 7, 2012 – the Day
of Prayer in Schools. [photo: Kemar T. J. Douglas]

habits and sins. The prayer requests
were then given to the Chaplin and
then he placed them on an altar to be
consumed by fire.
“This altar is symbolic, in that it
represents the destruction of bad
habits through full surrender to
God,” stated Pastor Ronnie Henry,
Secretary of CJC. “The intent of this
day is to help you focus on Jesus and
making Him your best friend. This is
accomplished by daily talking to God
in prayer and listening to Him through
the Bible.”
“The devotional was informative. It
gave me a different view of sin and
helped me to contemplate making
better decisions for my life,” stated
Nickholas Nelson, a fifth form student.
“The devotional reaffirmed that I can
be successful if I work hard and relied
on God. I envision success as I seek to
further my studies and get a degree in
Mass Communication from Northern
Caribbean University.
The sessions were conducted by
the administrators, directors and
coordinators from the Conference
office. In addition to devotions
conducted, faculty and students went
out into the community to distribute
the book The Great Controversy as a
part of their outreach activities.

Students from the Willowdene Preparatory
constructing an altar as a part of the service of Day
of Prayer in Schools. [photo: Kemar T. J. Douglas]

I

nnovative” – Dr. Garrett
Caldwell, Director of
Public Affairs for the
Adventist World Church.
“This is a really great
programme. I do hope there is
continuation in the pipeline?”
– Marcia Goffe commented on
Facebook.
“I
really
enjoyed
the
programme. It was a blessing to
me.” – Stacy commented via a
SMS Text.
These were just a few of
the comments and responses
to Connect 2012, an online
interactive
bible
series,
produced by Central Jamaica
Conference. The event was
streamed live, from April 5 –
19, 2012 for one hour, on the
Conference website – www.
centralja.org, Chruchpond.com,
Bless TV (a local cable television
station), and NCU Radio (an
all island radio station owned
and operated by Northern
Caribbean University).
Though
the
Adventist
Church provides content for

the CJC Facebook group and 100 persons like
CJC Facebook fan page.
“I first shared the idea of an online evangelistic
programme at GiEN*, now GAiN*, and the
group was thrilled with the idea and wanted
to see it implemented,” stated Pastor Kemar T.
J. Douglas, Director of Communication, Public
Kemar T. Douglas
Affairs and Religious Liberty for CJC. “It took
just over two years to bring the idea to reality
and was made possible by the many volunteers
working on the project.”
answers a question posted by a
The online interaction for this programme
looks on. [photo: Garry Witter]
internet users, from books to
happened from early in the planning stages, as
podcast, videos to live church
individuals were asked to suggest topics and
services, the approach taken by
vote on the ones they deem most important.
Connect 2012 was novel and
During actual production persons were asked to
innovative in that it provided
Tweet, post in Facebook CJC group page, send a
live real time interaction with
SMS text message or call in their comments and
the viewers and listeners.
questions. These comments or questions were
“We
commend
Pastor
then in cooperated into the live production.
Douglas and his team for
“Great programme! One thing is missing! the
successfully integrating current
CHAT FEED should beside the video stream,”
posted Hugh Henry on the CJC Facebook group
page.
The programme consisted of two major parts,
a biblical presentation segment, followed by a
question and answer segment. The presenter for
the series was Pastor Douglas and the Keniece
Lawson.
“This was really interesting,” Tash Evans
commented
on
Facebook.
“I
think
Below-Connect 2012 volunteers
working behind the scenes. [photo:
people
would
Jason Sawyers]
understand
better if all
sermons
Above- Keneice Lawson, host of
Connect 2012, asking questions
had
of a panel of young people,
question
during one of the number
of rap sessions aired on the
and
programme. [photo: Jason
answer
Sawyers]
segment.”

nnect

nnovative Use of

gy for

Mission

technology with the mission
of the Church, as we seek to
advance the cause of God,”
stated Pastor Levi Johnson,
President of CJC. “We look
forward to using this approach
in the future, as we continue to meet the needs
of the membership and the wider society.”
The objective was to connect with people and
share the teachings of the Bible. This indeed was
accomplish as 777 persons came to Conference
website during the period, 78 registered to
attend on Facebook, 101 new persons joined

*GAiN
–
Global
Adventist
Internet
Network,
formerly
GiEN
–
Global Internet Evangelism Network, is a community
of Seventh-day Adventist technologists, evangelists
and communicators who connect to discuss the
creative use of Internet technology in their work and
in the lives of those they serve.
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Campers listening keenly to a presentation during one of the youth forums at teen camp [Photo: Howard Grant]
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Candice Earl Hynes/CJC

Social Aspect
through the town of Dover.
Bicknell
he days were filled with
from
the
numerous activities in the
Spiritual Emphasis
Porus District (Junior),
and
form of general classes and
The devotions and Sabbath
Pastor Howard Grant (Senior/
craft. The general class offerings Worship services lifted the spirits of
Reunion). Five persons were baptized
included swimming, stars, rocks and all the participants, and the various
during Junior and Senior Camp and
minerals, driving, first aid and self- chaplains emphasized the need to be
other candidates were prepared for
defense.
baptism at their home
The Craft classes, “Dignitaries” stand for the march pass done by the uniformed group during the Jamaica
churches.
which were in high Golden Jubilee Celebration held on August 1, 2012. [Photo: Caliphor Fagan]
demand,
saw
the
Outreach
campers
getting
One of the major
involved in Macramé,
features of the Camp this
cushion-making, shell
year was the presence of
craft,
woodwork,
two contingencies from
bamboo craft, paperthe Cayman Islands and
making and screen
Trinidad and Tobago who
printing.
joined the local campers.
Two
Youth
They participated in
Ambassador
Awards
various outreach as well
banquets and a regular
as social activities offsite,
banquet was held, as
including Vacation Bible School, Blue
wells as a Jamaica Day celebration spiritually recharged and reignited in
Mountain Hikes and Foster Home
and Mello-go-round Concert. Also the preaching of the gospel, reminding
visitations.
the youth that they should
The Camp ended with a Golden
The parable, “A Good Samaritan” being depicted by a group at camp.
be rooted and grounded in
Jubilee celebration and grand social.
[Photo: Howard Grant]
the Word of God.
The chaplains for Camp
were
Coneil
Members of the South Caribbean Band - Trinidad and Tobago Contingent [Photo:
Howard Grant]
Morgan,
intern
pastor
of
the
Portmore
District
featured were the sports days, Youth of churches (Teen),
Forums, and the popular nightly hikes Pastor
Delroy

T
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Honouring

Dr. Kwang Chung

expected of him.”
In giving her
tribute on behalf the
Halse Hall District
of Churches and
communities served
Kemar T. Douglas
by Dr. Chung, Sis.
Edith Wiggan, noted, “Volunteerism is
the highest service found anywhere,
because it shows that the work comes
from the heart. Dr. Chung is an exemplary
volunteer. He is the fastest working
dentist I have ever seen, and I would
like to thank you for coming. We were
able to serve the community not only by
giving free dental care, but also spiritual
care by distributing the book, The Great
Controversy.”
“On behalf of Crofts Hill and Kellits
churches and communities we thank
you. We appreciate what you did and the
Dr. Kwang Chung, a volunteer dental surgeon from USA, holding up one of the many gifts received at a special
services rendered to the 40 persons. It
service held in his honour on October 10, 2012. He was flanked by Central Jamaica Conference representatives
was a job well done – 71 teeth extracted
(left to right) Sis. Mary Cole (Health and Women’s Ministries Director), Pastor Billy Watson (Treasurer) and Pastor
in such a short time and left everyone
Ronnie Henry (Secretary). [photo: Kemar Douglas]
smiling. We want you to come again and

Dr. Chung receives a plaque from the Halse Hall
District of Adventist Churches, from Elders Wiggan and
Bailey and Pastor Palmer, for the outstanding volunteer
service offered to the communities in their region.
[photo: Kemar Douglas]

T

he Central Jamaica Conference
took time to honour Dr. Kwang
Chung, a dental surgeon visiting
from California, USA, for volunteering
his expertise to the Conference. He
has been working out of the Hiram S.
Walters Health and Outreach Centre for
over two months and goes out weekly to
communities in St. Catherine, Clarendon
and Manchester, where he performs
cleaning, extractions and fillings free of
cost.
The service was held at the centre on
October 10, 2012 and saw members
travelling form the hills of St. Catherine
and plains of Clarendon to show their
appreciation.
Dr. Chung in explaining why he took
two months off from his private practice
in the USA to give of his services to the
conference and anyone needing his help,
stated, “I made a contract with God.
I have to answer to my God because
He gave me all the opportunities and
abilities.”
Over the two months period Dr. Chung
saw almost 500 persons, providing an
estimated 3.5 million dollars in services
free.
“Dr. Chung has not just given of time

Pastor Billy Watson, Treasurer of CJC, presenting
a plaque to Dr. Kwang Chung for the outstanding
volunteer service rendered to the Conference. [photo:
Kemar Douglas]

for service but of himself. He has been
blessed with gifted hands but also with
a big heart. His magnanimity is further
demonstrated by the fact that all the
instruments he brought to practice here
in CJC has been donated to H. S. Walters
Centre,” Pastor Ronnie Henry, Secretary
for CJC, stated. “He wants to continue
to serve Jamaica and he has plans of
encouraging others to do as he has done.
The Conference is indeed grateful for his
service.”
Pastor Henry also took time to thank
Sis. Mary Cole, Health and Women’s
Ministries Director for CJC, for putting
together the extended missionary trip
programme for Dr. Chung.
“Two years ago I spoke to Dr. Lincoln
Edwards from Loma Linda School of
Dentistry about my dream of having a
dentist at the clinic on a volunteer basis.
And it came through with a loving, kindhearted and hard-working professional in
the person of Dr. Chung,” commented
Sis. Cole. “He has visited and served
in 11 churches, in addition to the nine
community clinics he ran throughout the
two months. He is very a skilled dentist,
and it is my belief that God has blessed
him. What he did was beyond what we

Nurse Sonia Thomas, the nurse in charge of the H. S.
Walters Centre, congratulating Dr. Kwang Chung on
the professional and Christ-like manner he conducted
the dental services offered at Centre for two months.
[phot0: Kemar Douglas]

we are praying for you,” Sis. Eula Dawkins
stated.
In responding, Dr. Chung stated, “I
have travelled around the world and there
are many people who are suffering. I am
happy that I have had the chance to help
alleviate some of that pain. I hope that
what I did was of benefit to the people
and I am excited to meet those people I
helped in heaven.”
He continued, “I enjoyed the Jamaican
food but I also love the people. They were
so friendly, so nice and faith grounded. I
really enjoyed the trip to Blue Mountain
Peak - such a beautiful place.”
“When I saw Dr. Chung I thought he
was not going to make it to the top of
Blue Mountain, but he was the first to
reach the peak. He out did many of the
able-bodied young people, and he was
fun to be around,” joked Roshan Morgan
from the Bog Walk Seventh-day Adventist
Church.
Dr. Chung is married to his wife, Londy,
for 40 years and they are the proud
parents of two sons. His hobbies include
travelling, walking and hiking, and plans
to hike to Blue Mountain before his trip
ends.
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Loma Linda
Kemar T. Douglas

University
Expands their Free
Dental Care in Jamaica

Drs. John Mashni and Lincoln Edwards (centre right and left) giving instructions to Jason Mashni (left) and Derrick
Nelson (right) in preparation of the filling of Flavius Rose tooth. The team of doctors and students are from the Loma
Linda University School of Dentistry and they were volunteering their time and skills at the Hiram S. Walters Health
and Outreach Centre in Sydenham, Spanish Town. [photo: Kemar Douglas]

F

ollowing on the eve of a
successfully missionary trip to
Central Jamaica Conference of
Seventh-day Adventists (CJC) in 2011,
the Loma Linda University School of
Dentistry is back and is staging two
weeks of dental services at the Hiram
S. Walters Health and Outreach
Centre. The event is being held from
June 11 – 24, 2012.
This year the team has expanded
and will be covering Northern
Caribbean University and East Jamaica
Conference.
“It was important to me and Loma
Linda University that we honour
the promise that we made last year
to return as we were unable to see
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everyone last year. This missionary
trip is twofold as it provides the
students with the experience of being
missionaries and brightens the smile of
my fellow Jamaicans,” said Dr. Lincoln
Edwards, Assistant Professor for the
School of Dentistry and Medicine at
Loma Linda University and head of
the dental missionary team.
Over half a million dollars will
be spent to carry out this outreach
activity by the Conference. This
cost, however, does not include air
travel, which was born by the dental
team consisting of six doctors and
seventeen students and the medical
supplies used and distributed.
“Wholistic Community Evangelism is

the goal and vision for this Conference,
that is why we have repositioned this
H. S. Walters Clinic as an health and
outreach centre. The mandate of the
Church is touching and transforming
lives, and I am grateful that Loma
Linda University has chosen to partner
with us,” said Pastor Levi Johnson,
President of CJC.
“The health centre has been
overwhelmed with number of persons
who turned out for the dental service,”
Sis. Mary Cole, Health and Women’s
Ministry Director of CJC, stated. “The
doctors and students are offering
services such as cleaning, filling and
extraction, along with dental hygiene
education.”
“I am here to get my teeth clean and
I am so happy for this service. This
programme is a good thing and shows
that the Adventist Church is interested
in the well-being of the communities
it serves,” said Jacqueline Turner, as
she waited eagerly for her number to
be called.
Loma Linda University (LLU) is a
Seventh-day Adventist educational
health-sciences
institution
with
more than 4,000 students located
in Southern California, USA. Eight
schools comprise the University
organization. More than 55 programs
are offered by the schools of Allied
Health
Professions,
Dentistry,
Medicine, Nursing, Pharmacy, Public
Health, Religion and Behavioral
Health.

Hands
Serves Over
Kemar T. Douglas

United

United
Hands
Inc. is an
organization,
based
in
Ocala,
Florida,
comprised
of volunteers
made
up
primarily of
Seventh-day
Adventists.
The
group
over the years has
worked with various
governments, nonreligious
agencies
and
various
denominations. Their
goal is to promote
good health and
medical care through
education
and
preventive measures
to all people at a price

medical, optical, and dental outreach to
fulfill the mandate given to the Adventist
Church, and that is, to serve and uplift
humanity,” said Pastor Levi Johnson,
President of Central Jamaica Conference
and Chairman of the H. S. Walters Health
and Outreach Centre. “It was an excellent
programme as we partnered with other
key players in East Jamaica Conference
and the Councilor for the Canaan Heights
Division to provide for the people the
care that they needed.”
Long lines could be seen as people
waited patiently to receive treatment,
gifts and educational counseling sessions.
“I feel so glad because I have this tooth
that needed to come out for over two
months but I didn’t have any money. I
don’t know how I can thank them for this
service and the amount of patience they
had in taking out the tooth,” an elated Ivy
Johnson stated, a resident of the Canaan
Heights community. “I am just thankful
because I see the dentist, the doctor and
got reading glasses none of which I could
afford.”
The volunteer group
consists
of
doctors,
nurses, pharmacists along
with other adults who act
as assistants, councilors
and guides, as well as
children.
“I volunteered to be
on this mission trip to
Jamaica just so that I
could get a chance to help
persons and it has been
tremendously rewarding
Persons line up to board the bus for group counseling on preventive medicine
for me and my family,”
and the Adventist health principles, in the Canaan Heights Community on June
29, 2012. The educational counseling sessions were offered by United Hands
stated Janette Empage,
Inc. in the Canaan Heights community. [photo: Kemar T. J. Douglas]
a volunteer with United
Hands Inc.
they can afford – free.
The Hiram S. Walter Health and
“Though we offer this service free Outreach Centre is owned and operated
to all, we believe care should never by the Central Jamaica Conference of
be compromised, and that is why our Seventh-day Adventists and is operated
team consists of broad certified dentists, under the Adventist Health system. It
optometrist, physicians, internist, pediatric serves over 1,000 patients per year, in
nurse practitioners and physician addition to special outreach medical
assistants,” said Dr. Ann Burnett, assistant projects. The centre is located in
team leader for the group.
Sydenham, St. Catherine.
Many of the patients who benefited
The Good Samaritan Inn, located in
from the service quickly call their family Kingston, is an outreach and welfare centre
members and friends to come out as the owned and operated by the East Jamaica
group was not only offering free dental, Conference of Seventhoptical and medical examination, but day Adventists. It caters
also health and wellness instructions, to the homeless
eyeglasses, dental supplies and free gifts.
and those seeking
“We have invested and organized this welfare assistance.

1,500 Persons
Dr. Joyan Dean, a United Hands Inc. volunteer,
extracting the tooth of Ivy Johnson, a member of
the Canaan Heights community in Clarendon,
as a part of the free medical, optical and
dental clinics organized by the Central Jamaica
Conference of Seventh-day Adventists. The
clinic was conducted on June 29, 2012 at the
Canaan Heights Community. [photo: Kemar T.
J. Douglas]

O

ver 1,500 persons benefited
from free dental, optical and
medical care across three
parishes in Jamaica. The health clinics
were conducted by United Hands Inc.
in collaboration with Adventist Church in
central and eastern regions.
The team of 55 doctors and volunteers
spent five days, June 25-29, serving
patients at the Good Samaritan Inn
in Kingston, the H. S. Walters Heath
and Outreach Centre in Sydenham,
Spanish Town and the Canaan Heights
Community Centre in Clarendon.
“We are here to promote the health
message and preventive medicine, to
care for the current medical conditions
of individuals, and to introduce them to
Christ through dental, optical and medical
care,” stated Dr. Don Bovell, team leader
for the United Hands Inc. “We have
completed over 16 mission trips around
the world and we have chosen to return
to Jamaica after serving here last year
because of the strong support given to
us by Central Jamaica Conference of
Seventh-day Adventists and the needs of
the people in this region.”
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Students
Kemar T. Douglas

Roy Dennis/CJC

Present Hope to Police

O

The Great Hope Project

ver 500 copies of the books “The Great
Controversy” and “When God Said
Remember” were handed out to individuals
in the Bog Walk region as a part of The Great Hope
Project. The books were anxiously received by many
as they went about their daily routine on March 24,
2012.
The distribution was a collaboration between Central
Jamaica Conference Spirit of Prophecy and Bile School
Departments, and the
Bog Walk District of
The Great Controversy
Churches.
“As
we
seek is a book written by
Adventist
to
proclaim
the Seventh-day
Everlasting
Gospel Church co-founder Ellen
within the various G. White. This project is
communities of our
an unprecedented initiaConference, let us
join hands and hearts tive to place the book in
as we prepare souls every home within reach
for the imminent of our members, churchreturn of our Lord es or institutions. As one
and Saviour,” Pastor
part of the Tell the World
Roy Dennis, Spirit of
Prophecy Coordinator plan to Reach Out, this
distribution seeks to
for CJC, stated.
This
distribution share The Great Hope of
was a part of a series a future in the hands of
planned for three
a God who triumphs over
consecutive Sabbaths,
namely March 24, evil as Earth’s history
March 31 and April 7. reaches a dark climax.
Churches within the
49 Pastoral districts of the Conference have and will
be distributing approximately 1,000 books during the
afternoon within their area.
The Great Hope Project is an
initiative of the General
Conference of Seventh-day
Adventists and through
the subsidy of the
Conference and higher
organizations, a copy
of the book The Great
Controversy is made
available at the reduce
cost of $100.00.
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[photo: thegreathope.org]

A

t a time in which crime is on the rise in the St.
Catherine North Division, a school in that region
has decided to present books of hope to the
policemen and women serving in that area.
The presentation was made on March 6, 2012 by the

Deputy Superintendent of Police in charge of St. Catherine North Division, Herold
Newton, warmly receiving the book The Great Controversy from Brittnie Lee, a
fourth form student from the Willowdene Group of Schools. In the background are
sub-officers in charge of police stations in the St. Catherine North Divison, who were
also presented with copies of the book. [photo: Kemar T. J. Douglas]

principal and students of the Willowdene Group of Schools
(WGS). Some 20 copies of the book The Great Hope was
given to the sub-officers in charge of police stations in the
region. The books were provided by the Adventist Church
in the Central Jamaica Conference (CJC).
In introducing the group, principal of the WGS, Basil
Tabbannor, stated, “It is pleasure to present these books to
the sub officers in charge of police stations in this division.
There is no doubt that as you read this book hope will
reign in your hearts.”
Special prayer of protection was offered for the police
officers by the Youth and Children's Ministries Director
of CJC, Pastor Howard Grant, and Bible lessons were
distributed by Claudia Bailey, Bible School Coordinator for
CJC.
“We hope that this is just the first and not the last of such
visits,” DSP Herold Newton, Deputy Superintendent of St.
Catherine North Division stated, “as indeed we have been
blessed and will endeavor to read this book.”
The principal pledged that
the group will return with
more books for each member
of the constabulary force at
the Spanish Town station and
if possible for other stations
within the division.

Alive
&
in
CJC
Well

The Great Hope Project…

Roy Dennis/CJC

A

pproximately 60 Pastors
and Ministerial Leaders
from various denominations
received copies of “The Great
Controversy” at a special seminar
organized by the Bible Society of
the West Indies and spearheaded by
Reverend Courtney Stewart (General
Secretary, BSWI), on Tuesday, June 5,
2012. This gesture was done on behalf
of the Spirit of Prophecy Department
of Central Jamaica Conference.
The seminar which was held at
the Central Jamaica Conference
(CJC) headquarters was designed
specifically to focus on critical areas
of concern for those who are engaged
in ministry.
Dr. Faith Linton the main presenter
used as her focus Genesis chapters 1
and 2. She noted that these passages
of scripture are where pastors should
have their focal point as they begin
their evangelistic exploits because
they center on a God who is all
powerful, Creator and Sustainer of
all mankind. Genesis 1, she further
highlights, gives hope, unlike chapter
3 which begins with the origin of sin
and the doom of sinners. Dr. Linton
is one of the founders of the Family
Life Ministries in Jamaica, and is also a
board member of the Bible Society of
the West Indies, and has been actively
involved with them since 1965.

•

But…What Did The Preacher
Forget To Tell Me?
What Does The Bible Say About
Me In Relation To My Past And
My Future?

Each participant also received a free
copy of Dr. Linton’s recently published
book, “Identity and the Gospel”, and
was also in receipt of Study Bibles and
Bible Commentaries from the Bible
Society.
To date over 15,000 copies of
“The Great Controversy” have been
distributed
throughout
Central
Jamaica Conference as part of The
Great Hope Project initiative. As we
continue to reach out to our families
and friends, let us keep the great hope
of our Lord’s coming alive and well in
the minds of those with whom we
come in contact.

Other topics and issues addressed
included:
• What Role Does My View Of
Myself Play In My Ministry?
• How Do I Really See Those To
Whom I Am Ministering?
• I Know What I Am Preaching
[photo: thegreathope.org]
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47
Certified
Family Life

Educators

CJC Roy Dennis/CJC

The objectives of the training
included:
(( Increasing the number of Family
Life Educators in the Conference
(( Training persons who are
capable of training others
(( Training persons to integrate
doctrinal and family life issues
thus creating a powerful tool for
practical evangelistic seminars.
The topics covered
programme were:

O

n Sabbath, May 12, 2012,
forty-seven Family Life
Educators were certified
at the Sydenham S.D.A. Church. The
Certification Programme which was
organized by the Family Ministries
Department spearheaded by Pastor
Roy Dennis, began in January 2011,
and came to completion on May
12 this year. Enrollment for this
programme saw some 96 persons
registering, however, 47 of these
individuals successfully completed
the training.
Dr. Eric Nathan, Family Ministries
Director of the Jamaica Union
Conference was the Keynote Speaker.
He challenged the graduates to utilize
their skills and be of quality service to
humanity. “By doing good” he says,
“the flow of oxytocin and endorphin
will increase as the brain brings
satisfaction and joy to the one who
helps others”.
President of Central Jamaica
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Conference, Pastor Levi Johnson in his
promulgation, challenged the Family
Life Educators to use their knowledge
and expertise to help in the fight of
reducing the number of dysfunctional
families within the church and society
at large.
One of the main features for the
Certification exercise was the award
to Elder Hopeton Moving of the
Palmer’s Cross S.D.A. Church as an
“Outstanding Family Life Educator”
in 2011. During this period he was
not only involved in the training of
Family Life Educators and conducting
seminars, but has seen over 70
precious souls being baptized, as
a direct result of his Family Life
Evangelistic efforts.
The
Family
Life
Educators
Certification (FLEC) was modeled
after the certification programme
offered to pastors by the InterAmerican Division in 2004 and 2005,
with just a few minor adjustments.

in

the

(( Christian Marriage – Creating
Lasting Happiness
(( Communication and Conflict
Resolution
(( Parenting Young Children
(( Parenting Teenagers
(( Family Life Evangelism
(( Conducting Parenting Seminars
(( Ministering to Non-Adventist
Spouses
(( Sexuality and Family Planning
(( Abuse Prevention
(( Singleness
(( Family Finance
(( Stress Management
(( Basics in PowerPoint
Presentation
The programme also included a
mandatory practicum experience
in the local church as a part of the
requirement for completing the
certification.

Trust Services
Free Legal Advice

S eminar

J

ust over a hundred persons
benefited from a legal advice
and Trust Services seminar put
on by Central Jamaica Conference.
The event was held at the Spanish
Town Seventh-day Adventist Church
on November 3, 2012.
The programme was a partnership
between the Public Affairs and
Religious Liberty and the Trust Services
Departments of the Conference. The
programme was designed to give
free legal advice to members on the
most topical issues of estate planning,
conveyance/real estate and the
formation of trust.
“Trust Services is a specialized
service at every level of the church
whereby individuals and families may
give their continuing support to God’s
work through trusts, annuities, wills
and other special gifts,” explained
Pastor Billy Watson, Trust Services
Director and Treasurer for CJC.
Pastor Watson further explained
that a major part of stewardship is
handling ones affairs in a correct and
prescribe manner within the confines
of government laws and regulations.
He pointed out that they are three
ways to view the issues being
discussed. The first is ‘I don’t care
who benefit.’ The second is ‘I want
my family to benefit.’ However, the
third view is best because it states ‘I
want my family and the cause of God
to benefit.’

Kemar T. Douglas

“The programme was conceptualized
to provide for the membership a
means by which they could receive
critical information, that under normal
circumstances they would have to pay
an attorney to receive,” stated Pastor
Kemar Douglas, Communication,
Public Affairs and Religious Liberty for
CJC. “We wanted the members to be
armed with information so that they
can make wise and critical decisions.”
The legal advice segment of the
seminar was facilitated by Attorneysat-law Georgette Harrisingh (Private
Practice), Carla-Anne Harris Roper
(Ministry of Labour and Social
Security), and Essence Monroe
Douglas (Tax Administration Jamaica).
A number of individuals expressed
appreciation for the wealth of
information presented.
“It is my view that programmes
such as this, that informs and keeps
our members abreast, is
indeed
needed at this time. The seminar was
relevant and important. I hope that in
the future others will be held and that
more members will attend and benefit
from the information presented,”
stated Elder Sigvard Daley from the
Spanish Town Church.
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Balance &

Harmony
Prayer Breakfast
R estoring

Bro. Edward Miller, a cancer survivor, giving his
testimony at the CJC Prayer Breakfast. [photo:
Kemar Douglas]

Kemar T. Douglas

B

alance and Harmony' was the
theme of the Central Jamaica
Conference (CJC) Prayer
Breakfast held on the grounds of the
Conference headquarters on March
4, 2012. This theme was specially
selected as this year the Gregorian
calendar adds an extra day to restore
balance and harmony between the
seasons and the calendar, and it is
this concept of restoring balance
and harmony that led the CJC Prayer
Ministries to organize this event.
The event was attended by over
eighty persons, some of whom where
specially invited as they celebrated
their birthday on February 29.
The main speaker for the event
was Dr. Patricia Holness former Chief
Executive Officer of the Registrar
General’s Department of Jamaica.
“The only way to find balance and
harmony is to recognize that God is
there and He is working His will in
our lives,” Dr. Holness stated. “God is
always with us even when we are in
the valley. So when we find ourselves
in the valley we don't need to worry
because we have a mountain on either
side. Therefore, the opportunities for
a mountain top experience outweigh
26

that of the valley.”
Special prayer was offered for
Jamaica as it celebrates it's golden
anniversary. Time was also taken to
pray for the leaders in government
and opposition, the civil servants,
certain troubled communities and
citizens of Jamaica.
“We have committed ourselves
to sharing the gospel to ever
community, so that everyone can
enjoy a relationship with Christ Jesus,”
Pastor Ronnie Henry, Executive
Secretary of CJC stated. “We have
prepared lessons through our bible
school to facilitate the studying of
God's Word. This includes one that
specially address family issues to help
strengthen families in Jamaica. We
have also made available the book
the Great Controversy to help persons
recognize that there is hope in Jesus
and He is coming soon.”
As a part of the thanksgiving and
praise aspect of the programme
persons were selected to give special
testimonies about God’s goodness in
their lives. One such person was Bro.
Edward Miller a cancer survivor.
“Good is good, because, I have lost
half of my lungs because of a tumor

Dr. Patricia Holness, former Chief Executive Officer
of the Registrar General’s Department of Jamaica,
giving the main address at the CJC Prayer Breakfast.
[photo: Kemar Douglas]

and I am still here. I still give God
thanks because He has spared my life
and given me one more opportunity
to praise Him and witness about His
love to others,” Bro. Miller testified.
Sis. Claudia Bailey, Coordinator
for CJC Prayer Ministries, stated that
“Prayer is the breath of the soul. It
is the secret of spiritual power. No
other grace can be substituted and
the health of the soul preserved.
That is why we have invited you here
today. This is the day that Lord has
made; a day of harmony and a day of
balance; a day in which we can bask
in the grace of God and seek His will
through prayer.”
The prayer breakfast was sponsored
by the Conference and according
to Pastor Levi Johnson, President
of CJC, “it was not about personal
agenda but about Christ’s agenda to
bless humanity.” With this in mind
those in attendance were given the
opportunity to make a contribution
to help meet the educational needs
of our young people. The funds will
go to the CJC Education Fund.

Camp Verley

was only possible through partnership
with the late Elder Bancroft Thomas,
who contributed to the building, and
Kemar T. Douglas
the Jamaica Bedding Company, who
contributed to the furnishing.”
Officially opening the doors to the
villa was Ms. Arlene Thomas, daughter
of the late Mr. Bancroft Thomas (a
former Elder at the Old Harbour
Adventist Church). Also participating
in the grand opening were the
directors of Jamaica Bedding.
“The Conference invites other
members to partner with us, just like
the late Elder Thomas, to help make
Camp Verley into the resort that it has
the potential to be,” Pastor Johnson
encouraged.
The tranquil atmosphere of the
villa provides for a relaxing stay and
moments of reflection that ultimately
leads to strengthening of one’s
relationship with God. The front
door opens to an expansive lawn
with a stream nearby, while the back
door opens to the Camp Verley hills.
There are a number of trails available
“The
Conference
strategic for recreation and exercise, with the
development plan for Camp Verley major trail being the Prayer Trail.
To help establish
Ms. Arlene Thomas, daughpeace of mind, the villa
ter of the late Mr. Bancroft
is secured by a security
Thomas (a major contribucompany and wired
tor) officially opening the
to make an alarm if an
doors to Camp Verley’s first
intruder attempts to
villa as Pastor Levi Johnson,
enter.
President of Central JamaiThe cost to renting
ca Conference looks on.
the villa is JA$2,500 per
[photo: Kemar T. J. Dougnight per room plus a
las]
security fee.

Resort Taking Shape

M

arking a key milestone
in its plans to introduce

the rebranding of
Camp Verley from
just a campsite to
a resort and tourist
attraction, Central
Jamaica Conference
(CJC) opened the
first fully furnished
villa on January
22, 2012. The
two
bedroom
unit was opened
during a ceremony
recognizing
key
players that made
this
venture
possible.
This villa was built
over a three year
period. In addition
to the two bedrooms, it boasts two
and a half bathrooms, a kitchen, a
dining room and a living/greeting
room. The unit comes fully furnished
with satellite television.

includes the construction of ten villas
but because of financial constraints
we were only able to erect one,”
stated Pastor Levi Johnson, president
of CJC. “The realization of this vision
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Fairfield Mountain

The
company
began in a district
called Lincoln in
1948 when a student by the Name
Syril
Newman
from West Indies
Training
College
Kemar T. Douglas
now
Northern
Caribbean
University came to visit his uncle Edward
Newman and his two sons Benjamin and
Vincent Newman. As he visited with them
week after week the thought came to him
that this was a good place to start a branch
Sabbath School. He told his uncle his plan
and with the help of his uncle got an old
produce shop belonging to Mr. Rudolph
Meikle to rent.
At first it was only his uncle and his two
sons who attended, then he was introduced
to two young men by his uncle namely
Lloyd Scott and Vincent McLean who was
doing shoemaking in another shop nearby.
Bro Syril invited them to join the branch
Sabbath School which they did and the six
of them met Sabbath after Sabbath in the
old shop.
The following year he told the West
Jamaica Conference about this small
gathering of Sabbath School members
and the conference made plans to hold a
crusade or effort as it was called in those
early years. The first three candidates to
be baptized were Bro. Edward Newman,
Bro. Lloyd Scott, and Bro. Vincent McLean.
Attendance at the meeting were good,
some people came out of curiosity to hear
what the seven day as they were called had
to say, while others came out of genuine
interest and became so interested that they
believed what the speaker was saying. The
sermons were bible based and there were
scriptural evidence for everything that was
preached.
Among the people who attended the
meetings were members from the large
Moravian church. They accepted the
message and made their decision to go
all the way with Christ. They were Bro.
Stanford Walker, his sister Adviria Walker,
his wife Mary Walker, and their two nieces
Sis Fleeda Scott and Sis Elise Scott and the
wife of one of Lincoln big businessman Sis
Edith Facey. They were all members from
the Moravian Church which made the other
members of the church upset to have their
members leaving their church for the Seven
Day Church.
The anger of Satan was stirred and opposition began with stone throwing on the
building every night while the meetings were
in progress. Sometimes stones were thrown
inside the building itself. One night a stone
barely escaped the preacher’s face, another
night the windscreen of the President’s car
was smashed and so the police was summoned to keep the peace. But amidst all
these conflict the little mustard seed began
to grow and though efforts were made
nothing could stifle its growth.
At first the crusade were held mostly by

S.D.A. Church Dedicated

August 30, 2012, Spanish Town, Jamaica

Fairfield Mountain Seventh-day Adventist Church
[photo: Kemar Douglas]

A

nother milestone has been achieved
in the life of the Central Jamaica
Conference and the community
of Fairfield Mountain in Manchester. On
the weekend of August 24 – 26, 2012, the
Fairfield Adventist Church was dedicated to
the Lord, under the theme ‘Co-operate to
Dedicate.
Pastor Clifton Knight, shepherd of the
flock, noted that this dedication marked
their arrival at a significant milestone in their
journey as a congregation.
“It was with hard work and the dedication that we have been able to reach this
milestone. The members have come to
recognize that once we make a plan or a
pledge or set a goal, we all must work to
seeing its accomplishment,” Pastor Knight
stated beamingly.
Conference President, Pastor Levi
Johnson, shared in the celebrations as he
expressed his delight in this great accomplishment. He indicated that the Church
must recognize its role in the community
and must keep before the membership two
important things - prayer and the study of
the Word.
Pastor Wenford Henry, ADRA and
Community Services Director at Jamaica
Union Conference, presented the main
address at the Dedication Service.
While former Pastors, Kemar Douglas,
Communication and Public Affairs and
Religious Liberty Director (CJC) and Devon
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Champier, Pastor of the Knockpatrick
District of Churches, recalled the many
struggles that the Church underwent, today
they can say ‘To God be the Glory.’
“One of the proud facts, in the history
of this church, is that it has given birth to
other congregations,” Pastor Henry stated.
“Dedication is an achievement, and a great
one at that, but the church cannot now stop
and rest, it must continue to work the mission field.”
The Church has gone through several
transformations and constructions since its
beginning in 1948. This is the Church’s second dedication and since its start has help
in the formation of other churches.
Commendations were expressed to the
hard-working and dedicated pastors, elders
and committed members who made significant contributions to the growth of the
church. This lighthouse continues to make
great contributions to the communities it
serves by providing an Early Childhood
Institution and skills development.
History of the Fairfield Mountain
Adventist Church
The Fairfield Mountain Seventh Day
Adventist Church started in the same way
as Jesus’ disciples did in the beginning of the
church. He said, ‘it is like a grain of mustard
seed which a man planted in his garden
and it sprouted and bud and grew into a
large tree and the birds of the air lodge in it.’

Pastor Clifton Knight addressing the congregation gathered at the dedication service of Fairfiled
Mountain Adventist Church. [photo: Kemar
Douglas]

the Conference Pastors among them were
Pastor Haig, Pastor B. Hurst, Pastor Earl
Fletcher and Pastor W.S. Nation who was
the Conference President.
As the company continues to progress the
conference ask a brilliant theology student
by the name of Percival Clayton to hold
another Crusade. This Crusade brought in
members like Sis Adina Dennis who was
baptized in Cuba and Burnella Turner who
also had knowledge of the message from
Cuba, but because there was no Seventh
Day Adventist in the area they attended the
Moravian Church. Bro. Cleveland Swaby
who bought a book from a colporteur
read about the Seventh Day Sabbath and
kept the Sabbath at home, they too were
baptized and added to the company. The
church grew under the evangelistic crusade
of Bro Percival Clayton, and other members
such as the Blair’s Family, Philpot’s family,
Bro. Claude Plummer who later became
Pastor Claude Plummer were added to the
church.
Then there is the interesting story of
the Palmers Family who had the message
preached to them right there in the Fairfield
Moravian Church one Sunday. On this
Sunday the minister took his text from
Hebrew chapter 4:4 “for He spake in a certain place of the Seventh Day on this wise
and God did rest the Seventh Day from all
His work.” When they went home they
asked each other if they heard the text the
minister read for his sermon, both of them
took note of it and decided that it was the
Sabbath truth and it was the same message
that was preached to the Adventist in the
shop. So he decided that the next Sabbath
would find them with the company. Their
children begged to be allowed to stay a little
longer in their big comfortable church until
a church was built for the company, but
Bro. and Sis Hubert Palmer said we go, next

week and we go together.
As the company grew the conference
thought it was time the company moved
into a suitable place of worship. The big
question was where could they get a piece
of land to buy suitable to build a church,
Sis Adina volunteered to give a piece of
land on which the church is now located.
Bro. Cleveland Swaby said that they could
get all the wood and stone from his property in Chevely to build a big lime kiln
and this started the big uphill task for all of
the then member of carrying the material
from Chevely District to Fairfield Mountain
where the church was to be built, but
everyone was happy amidst the hard work
and persecution. Because the company
was persecuted it became the baby of the
conference and Pastors such as Pastor Haig,
B. Hurst, Earl Parchment, and W.S. Nation
visited and worked with the company.
In 1951 the church was dedicated to
the glory of God under the West Jamaica
Conference of Seventh Day Adventist.
Ten Years later under the Conference
President H.S. Walters another conference
was formed, that is the Central Jamaica
Conference and Fairfield Mountain became
a part of this conference and a part of the
Mandeville Circuit of Churches. In 1998 we
were cut off from the Mandeville circuit of
Churches and it became Mike town Circuit
and recently we were cut off from the Mike
Town Circuit and thus became a part of the
Spur Tree Circuit of Churches.
The building has since undergone a
number of changes. Under the leadership
of Elder Mairs one special member by the
name of May Brown worked assiduously
to expand the church as it experience
physical and spiritual growth to ensure that
adequate accommodation was available for
all.
In 2004 the country was the recipient of

the onslaught of hurricane Ivan which did
not spare the building but took major portion of it down. This resulted in us having to
utilize the lamb shelter for church activities
while trying to augment changes to the previous building. It was amazing to see Pastor
Kemar Douglas reaching the premises before members and applying strength to the
sledge hammer to remove the remaining
red dirt walls.
Brother and Sis Neville Palmer physically
and financially supported the work of the
church and through these efforts much
was accomplished as the new building was
increase in shape and size.
Numerous workdays by other members
continued the work to its present state.
Mention must be made of Sis Fleeda
Lewis who has been here since the inception of the church and has work in
numerous offices in the church. She is still
an active member and can be called upon
at any time to fulfill a task. She is one of four
surviving members the others are Pastor
Claude Plummer, Bro Lansfield Swaby and
Bro Vincent Newman.
Also Bro Hanson (now deceased) who
was a deacon for several years, he was a
hard working deacon who took his responsibilities seriously. He would be present at
every work day. He would be at church
early on Sabbath morning to ensure that
everything was in place even though he had
his rounds on Friday, He would ensure that
all is in place by coming on Sabbath morning then go home and get ready for church.
Special mention must be given to Pastor
Clifton Knight who introduced Rally of the
four Gospel over a two years period that
saw the members united into hardworking
team to gather a vast amount of money that
could be used to carry the building thus far.
Our Pastors and Leaders had served us
well from 1948 until Present:
The Pastors are:
Cycel Newman,
Ruben Douglas, Balford Hurst, J. Wesley,
I.B. Benson, Orlando Moncrieff, Earl
Cameron, Milton Gregory, Joel Nembhard,
Sian Oconnor, Devon Champier, Eustace
Williams, Kemar Douglas, Desmond
Robinson, J. Gordon, Nevail Barrett, Michael
Reid, Lorenzo King, Howard Holmes, D.
Hosien, Rodney Palmer and Clifton Knight.
The elders are: Lloyd Scott, Timothy Allen,
Claude Plummer, Dispenser Maris, Ashford
Williams, Lansfield Swaby, Zadie Allen,
Ralston Rose, A. Fletcher, Sydney Wade,
Antonio Campbell, Jeremiah Melbrooke,
Michael Nation, Howard McKenzie, and
Kayando Wedderburn.
As a Church we went further afield in soul
winning and we can proudly say we have
a daughter church that is organized namely
Mt. Prospect S.D.A. Church and a branch
Sabbath school in Nothingham which will
by the help of the Lord will soon be organized into a company.
As members we are proud of our church
and our History and can say with confidence
and conviction….. Ebenezer …….hitherto
hath the Lord helped us.
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Chudleigh
Church Organized

A section of the congregation that gathered for the
organization of the Chudleigh Adventist Church.
[photo: Charles Bulgin]

Chudleigh Church [photo: Charles Bulgin]

stated Pastor
Levi Johnson,
President
of CJC, in
organizing
the
new
church.
“In
accomplishing
this mission we
must recognize
that we seek
not
only
conviction but
conversion
also.” Pastor
John Hacker,
the pastor of the district was lauded
for his work. Since taking up the
leadership of the District, some four
months prior to the organization, He
has held two crusades in the Chuldleigh
area to boost the membership.
“Having joined the District in April,
my family and I, have immersed
ourselves in service to the members. It
is nothing short of the mighty moving
of God that today, four months and
two crusades later, that the Chudleigh
Church is being organized,” Pastor
Hacker stated.
Pastor Ronnie Henry, Secretary of
CJC to the time remind the church
about the fundamental beliefs of the
Adventist Church. Elder Billy Watson,
Treasurer of CJC, offered the prayer
of consecration and handed over the
instruments to administer the efficient
running of the local congregation.

Elder Noel Scarlett (centre) being circle by Pastors Thomas
Bryan, John Hacker, Howard Holmes, Billy Watson, Levi Johnson and Ronnie Henry, as the prayer of ordination as an elder
is offered him. Elder Scarlett was elected as First Elder for the
newly formed church. [photo: Kemar Douglas]

T

he Chudleigh Company on
August 25, 2012 became the
18 church organized in Central
Jamaica Conference. This organization
brings the total number of churches
in the Coleyville District of Seventhday Adventist Churches to four. The
District located in Manchester consist
of the Colleyville, Pike, Craighead and
Chudleigh churches and the Mars Hill
Company.
The church was organized with 74
members, of which 24 came from a
recent evangelistic effort held near the
Church. The Church was first started
in 2002 by Pastor Dudley Dixion and
the land that they now occupy was
given to them by Catherine Bailey in
2004 .
“This church is being organized
for mission. In order to accomplish
this, we need bold faith and the
empowerment of the Holy Spirit,”
30

Kemar T. Douglas

Little
I
– A Youth Am
Renee Malcolm,
CJC Youth Ambassador 2011 -2012

W

ho says dreams,
hopes, aspirations or
however one chooses
to classify it cannot become a reality? Being dubbed the Ambassador
was a challenging yet fulfilling
experience for me. At first, the
prospect of making an indelible
mark in the lives of young people
seemed dismal because of a lack
of resources, recognition and
representation. However, with the
guidance and support of my advisor, Pastor Donald Francis, along
with the diligence of my committee, friends and family members,
all my dreams transcended the
realms of fictitious ideologies to
becoming historic moments.
The Ambassador’s movement
first formed alliance with Drug
Abuse and Trafficking organization (DATA) with the aim of
educating Adventists, young
and old, of the effects of drug
abuse and trafficking in the spiritual and secular fraternity. Trained
Adventist senior police officers in
the narcotics division of Jamaica
made presentations of the hardcore evidences to churches in St.
Catherine and Manchester during
the months of September through
to November. Suffice it to say,
there was a believer in one of the
congregations that we visited who
testified that he was once a victim
of drug abuse for many years and
that, through a crusade the church
held in the community he gave his
life to God. His experience and

Is
Much
mbassador Dream

testimony brought our presentations
to life and as a result the Spirit of God
caused lives to be touched and minds
to become more enlightened.
The second leg of the Ambassador’s
project culminated on February 5,
2012. Initially we sought to do a street
feeding project as our former Female
Ambassador, Vanessa Campbell, did
for her project. However due to lack of
resources we had to revamp! Pressed
for time and resources, I was inspired
by God to do the Little Is Much When
God Is In It Project. Under the commission of Matthew 25:42-45 along
with the theme song “Little is Much”,
my committee sat and we planned
how we would touch the lives of the
sick, indigent and imprisoned.
We ventured out to provide for
the needs of the Rio Cobre Juvenile
Centre for delinquent teenage boys
and Jerusalem Children’s Home for
children who were mentally and physically challenged as well as those who
were HIV positive. Seven (7) Adventist
Church across St. Catherine participated in the initiative. The church
members contributed the items we
needed according to the category
their last name fell in, (i.e.-last names
beginning with A-B took “a pound “of
rice; C-D took “ a pound of cornmeal
etc) along with a small donation of 200

dollars. At the end of the collection
we collected more than 200 pounds
of rice, approximately 100 pounds of
cornmeal, over 50 pounds of flour, a
box of canned items, more than four
cases of tissue, countless packs of
pampers (adult and children), over 100
bars of soap, detergents, oats, cereals,
sheets, cake mixes and the list continued. The little that each member
contributed multiplied on that grand
Sunday morning. Twenty seven members accompanied us to the homes.
God blessed our efforts so much that
we were able to separate the food
items and share it with another home
which we did not plan for!
While at Jerusalem what impacted
me most was feeding Cecile, a mentally and physically impaired patient
being housed there. The sincere smiles,
the genuine hugs and their affectionate
way of saying “please don’t go” were
all heartbreaking. O, how I wish that
as youths we would become militant
and move outside the walls of our
comfortable churches and go feed the
hungry, visit the sick and imprisoned
and clothe the naked!
While we conducted devotions with
these little children who were victims
of their parents’ demise, my heart was
thrilled when they took the reins from
Pastor Francis as they led the devotion in singing, reciting scripture and
praying. They were so enthusiastic and
passionate about their worship to God
though separated from other children
simply as a result of their condition.
This was in stark contrast to how we
curse and blame God for the least
things that go contrary to how we
planned it. I implore young people to
go out beyond the four walls of their
churches to which they have become
lukewarm and see the suffering in the
world beyond us.
With regards to the financial contribution which was so planned to benefit
the Juvenile Centre, our Conference
contributed $20,000 towards the purchasing of 11 single sponges which were
requested by the prison to be used as
mattresses. Among the congregations
which participated, we collected approximately $30,000 which was used
to purchase footballs, tennis balls, 100
bathing rags, 100 toothbrushes, cases
of tissue, and 72 bars of soap among

other items. The money was also used
for transportation, refreshments for the
volunteers and thank you cards for the
churches which participated.
Who could it be but God! We were
able to purchase and contribute every
single item that was requested, giving
even more than what we expected, along
with paying all our expenses without
having to a single debt. I think the most
motivating and moving aspect for all the
volunteers was the visit to the Juvenile
Centre. Having given only 20 minutes
to converse with the teens, we had a
bitter-sweet feeling when it was time to
leave. Pastor Grant, our Youth Director,
encouraged the young men to choose the
best way forward for the betterment of
themselves and our country. What made
me connect with these young men was
the fact that even though they were in
bondage their minds were free to aspire
towards becoming policemen, marine
biologists, lawyers, medical doctors,
carpenters and even to excel in the CXC
subjects that they will be sitting in May/
June. I am adamant that as a young
person I will return to that institution on
an ongoing basis. I therefore hope that
more young persons will become passionate about visiting the imprisoned.
When all is said and done, that
Sunday will be a day in which we will
never forget. I know Brandon’s hopes
of accomplishing 5 CXC passes will
become a reality, likewise I pray that
our visit will cause that particular ‘juvenile’ not to return to the wrong he was
incriminated for, which he so fervently
has decided to resort to. Ongoing visits
might help change his decision.
I therefore urge youth leaders or mere
young Seventh-day Adventist Christians
to jump on the band wagon to glory.
Brighten your corner of this world. If
you are not a planner be a proud ardent
supporter of the work of God. If you can
contribute financially, never hesitate to
sacrifice. Or if it is simply encouraging,
never hesitate to make an impact. Let
God’s work go on. Never forget to dream
beyond where this galaxy can take you.
Work collectively, because when God’s
people decide to come together, just like
He did with the five loaves and two fish,
HE will enlarge our territories, little
will become much as long as God is in
it. I am a witness!
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Bible School

Launched

Kemar T. Douglas

Maranatha
Seventh-day Adventist Church

Community outreacH

T

Pastor Everett Brown, President of Jamaica Union Conference (JAMU), cutting the ribbon to officially open the Central
Jamaica Conference (CJC) Bible School. Looking on are the
Administrators of CJC, Pastor Levi Johnson, President, Pastor
Ronnie Henry, Secretary, and Elder Billy Watson, Treasurer.
Beside Pastor Brown is Dr. Milton Gregory Secretary of JAMU.
[photo: Kemar T. J. Douglas]

I

n a recent move to help push the
Revival and Reformation initiative
of the Adventist World Church,
the Executive Committee of Central
Jamaica Conference (CJC) voted the
production of 40,000 lessons for the
recently opened CJC Bible School. This
strategic move is to get the membership
involved with the evangelistic outreach
of the Church, thereby assisting them in
becoming passionate disciples.
The programme falls under the
auspices of the Sabbath School and
Personal Ministries Department, and is
coordinated by Sis. Claudia Bailey, Prayer
Ministries Coordinator and Conference
Bible Worker.
“We are happy that Central Jamaica
Conference is not only embracing new
technologies in sharing the gospel but
also the tried and proven method of
bible lesson materials,” stated Pastor
Everett Brown, President of Jamaica
Union Conference, in declaring the bible
school opened.
Currently, the Bible School stocks ten
different sets of lessons with the hope
of growing the selection to offer greater
variety.
“The commencement of our Bible
School is a great stride in the right
direction and something we have been
working towards for over a year. We
looked forward to it enhancing the
mission of the Church,” said Pastor Nevail
Barrett, Sabbath School and Personal
Ministries Director of CJC.
The lessons will also be available online
for completion.
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he Maranatha Seventh-day
Adventist church hosted its
second community back to
school outreach programme on the
church grounds. Over 200 Children
of all ages from pre-school to the
secondary level enjoyed gifts in the
form of books, pens, pencils and
cases, among other back to school
items.
The event
held Thursday August 30, 2012 had in attendance
children and parents from the immediate and
neighboring communities; who were delighted to be
a part of an event that was conceived and given birth
to by Pastor Thomas Bryan. Pastor Bryan pastors the
Maranatha district of churches.
The thought; Sow a thought
you reap an act, Sow an act
Simone Thomas, Branch
you reap a habit, Sow a habit
Manager for Jamaica Money
and you reap a character and
Market Broker Limited in an
animated discussion.[photo:
Sow a character and you reap
Jason Sawyers]
a destiny, though cliché, is
replete with powerful words.
Ms. Angela Watson, Education Director of the
Maranatha SDA church after repeating the thought
noted that, “In the final analysis what we are reaping
is a destiny and a destiny is what we have sown all Ms. Angela Watson, Education
Director of the Maranatha
our lives.” The children were very attentive during her SDA Church embraces one of
inspiring presentation and participated when asked the recipients of the “BacktoSchool” packages. [photo:
throughout.
Jason Sawyers]
Simone Thomas, Branch Manager for Jamaica Money
Market Broker Limited for the Mandeville and Santa
Cruz branches, who helped to make this initiative a success; was beaming
with excitement when handing over the gifts to the children.
She noted that, “the organization has always been a part of ensuring that
parents and children prepare for a better future by doing financial planning
for education and any other goal they hope to achieve in life”. In response to
the gifts and presentations the children excitedly go
through the items and showed their parents.
One of the recipients, 10 year old Ramish Smith
expressed his gratitude for the gift he received noting
that this will bring relief to his parents who would not
have otherwise been able to afford all his books. He
posited that, “Maranatha SDA did a very good thing
to provide these books for the children”.
The Maranatha Education Director was happy
for the turnout and assured the children that even
persons who were absent will still be able to get their
gifts. This event God’s willing will be hosted again
Ramish Smith, one of the recipients of the “Back-to-School”
next year at the same time.
care package displays his gift.
[photo: Jason Sawyers]

assionate
P
Disciples
– Even a Child Shall Lead Them

Robert B

arrett

K

avion Foster, at age 6, became one of the youngest
persons to complete the training to become a
passionate disciple. He completed a four weeks
course on the book of Revelation and graduated with
persons ten times his age.
The Revelation Seminar was conducted at the
Knockpatrick Adventist Church by Pastor Devon Champier.
Some fifty persons graduated on March 24, 2012 at a special
ceremony held on the church grounds.
“We were all amazed at his performance. God is still
working with His young ones to finish His work,” stated Elder
Robert Barrett, Communication Secretary for the Church.
Members of the Church also commended Pastor Champier
for his ability to make the book of Revelation so clear that
even a child could understand it. According to some of the
participants it was informative, inspiring and spirit-filled.

Hundreds
Benefit
from

Church Evening Classes

H

undreds of residents of the
Kitson Town community in
St. Catherine benefit from
evening classes organized by the Kitson
Town District of Seventh-day Adventist
Churches.
The programme, which has been
ongoing for the past two years on the
grounds of the church, started in 2010
as part of the church’s outreach to the
community after an internal needs
analysis. Classes are held Mondays to
Thursdays, between the hours of 5:30
and 7:30 p.m. catering to various age
groups, including high school dropouts
and adults. The classes are taught by
members of the Adventist Church, who
volunteer their time and expertise in the
various subject areas.
“The programme is not only organized
to help members of the community academically, but also to assist the Church in
her mission of leading individuals into a
personal relationship with Jesus Christ”,
said Pastor Damion Chambers, pastor
of the Kitson Town District of Churches.
“Devotional exercises are conducted
before each class and provisions are

Charles Bulgin

made for students to
receive Bible study and
counseling based on
expressed desire and
request.”
He continued, “I wish
to register my thanks
to the teachers who
volunteer to assist the
students, not only in
teaching the classes, but
providing
motivation
and counseling throughout the years.”
The programme is currently supported
by twelve volunteer teachers. During the
2011/2012 school year over 200 persons
were registered for it including persons
for Remedial Reading. Of that amount
77 sat the CXC examinations with passes
in Mathematics, English Language A,
Human and Social Biology, Principles
of Accounts, Social Studies, Principles
of Business and Office Administration.
These passes include 5 distinctions,
18 credits and 42 passes. Some of the
students from the programme have
had passes in five subjects—enough to

matriculate in a tertiary institution of
their choice.
One such student is Debbie-Ann
Burte, who is now contemplating pursuing undergraduate studies in nursing.
“Over the past two years I attended
the programme, which has been a success for me,” Burte stated. “Those of us
who did not finish school got a chance
to do so and we appreciate it. I want to
thank Pastor Chambers and his team for
making sure we were well taken care of
during the time.”
Currently, registration for the 20122013 school year has exceeded 100
including returning students.
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Book
Adventist

Cheryl Green

Day at Braeton

M

embers of the Seventh-day
Adventist Church in Braeton,
which includes the branch
Sabbath School at Ascot stormed several
shopping areas in the church community
on the afternoon of Sabbath, May 12,
2012. It was the second annual Adventist
Book Day celebrated throughout the
Inter America Division and the purpose
of this initiative was to purchase books
from the Book and Nutrition Centres
and to share them with non-Adventists
on that day.
The effort at Braeton was spearheaded
by the Publishing and Personal Ministries
where members were encouraged for
months before the event to buy Bibles,
copies of The Great Controversy and
other missionary books and donate
them for this mass distribution. The
departments also made available books
for sale on Saturday nights for members
who were unable to visit the Book and
Nutrition Centre.
On Adventist Book Day, four of the
fourteen evangelistic zones of the church
were sent to four shopping centres in the

church’s
environs; the Oak
Park Plaza, the
Petcom Braeton
Gas
Station,
Old Braeton and the Greater Portmore
Shopping Centre. Each zone had a team
leader who organized the circulation
within his group. The members were
equipped with Bibles, books, magazines
and Sabbath School quarterlies and
were given the mandate to share the
love of Jesus by distributing the materials
to all the persons that they encountered.
The enthusiasm on the plazas was
magnetic as children, adults, shoppers,
vendors, drivers, passengers, security
guards and policemen eagerly accepted
the books. For the most part, persons
were surprised that the literature was
distributed free of cost to them. There
was such a great demand for Bibles
that in no time they were finished
and at each site names and contact
information had to be collected with
the promise to deliver at a later date.
Parents were eager to collect quarterlies

Marriage
Wendy-Ann Masters

Vow Renewal
I
at Windsor Heights Seventh-day Adventist Church

t rained just like on our wedding
day”, was the fun sentiment
expressed by Mrs. Shereda
Fitzgerald, all smiles on the arm of her
husband. They were one of the seven
married couples who renewed their
wedding vow on Sabbath afternoon,
May 12th at the Windsor Heights SDA
Church in St. Catherine.
Despite the heavy showers there
was a large turnout at the Windsor
Heights SDA church in St. Catherine,
all to bear witness and celebrate the
joyous nuptial put on by the Adventist
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Youth Department.
The ceremony was
conducted by Pastors
Rohan Spencer and
Wesley Gayle.
The
couples
recommitted
their
love for each other by
repeating their vows, praying together
and publicly displaying their affection
for each other.  Mr. and Mrs. Bercher,
the oldest couple among the batch,
celebrating 41 years together stated, “It
feels great, we feel like newlyweds’.  

for their children and at one location, a
box of approximately twenty children
quarterlies were given to a shopper for
her Sunday School class. Since then she
has visited the Braeton SDA Church
twice, reporting the love and interest of
her fellow brethren in the literature they
received and have requested regular
supplies of Priorities magazines and
quarterlies.
When the books were finished and
the dust settled, a total of almost 3800
pieces of literature were distributed
which included 95 Bibles and 683
copies of The Great Controversy. There
were 228 persons who either requested
visits, bible studies or prayers.
Indeed for those who participated,
May 12 was a day to feel happy and
blessed to be a Seventh-day Adventist
Christian and to fulfill the mandate of
scattering our literature like the leaves
of autumn.
Wendy-Ann
Masters,
the AY leader shared that
the vision behind the
event was to highlight and
celebrate with those who
had reach milestones in
their marriage and were still
committed to the covenant
they make between God
and themselves.  It was
also to open the eyes of
the younger generation
to the spiritual sanctity of
marriage.
The ceremony was
concluded with a vesper thought
from Bro. George Hylton. Reception
immediately
followed
which
incorporated video presentations, cake
cutting by the oldest and youngest
couple of the church and a tribute to
mom segment.

Inaugural
Junie Parchment
A

w

a

r

Central & East Women’s

d

Kemar T. Douglas

Ministry Convention 2012

“The ministry to
pregnant mothers has
really been a blessing.
Baby mothers, as
well as the fathers,
have
expressed
appreciation for the
fact that we came and
offered prayer in their
homes, more than
they appreciate the
Pastor Ronnie Henry presenting the inaugural Junie Parchment Award to
Charmen Bowen-Lee for outstanding work in Women’s Ministry, in Central
gifts we take,” Sis. Lee
Jamaica Conference. [photo: Kemar Douglas]
stated. “I also have a
burden to encourage
n recognition of the outstanding
young sisters to be a
work performed by the late Junie part of Women’s Ministry; helping
Parchment, in Women’s Ministry, them to see that it’s not a ministry of
Central Jamaica Conference took only matured females.”
the decision named an award in her
Ms. Junie Parchment, served as
honour. The Junie Parchment Award Women’s Ministries Director for West
for outstanding work in Women’s Indies Union from November 2005 to
Ministries.
November 2010. She graduated from
The presentation was made at West Indies College (now Northern
Women’s Ministry Convention held Caribbean University) with a Bachelor
on July 28, 2012 at the Portmore of Arts degree in Religion and Andrews
Seventh-day
Adventist
Church. University in 1998 with a Master of
“Sis. Lee has been and continues to Arts degree in Religion.
be a strong volunteer in Women’s
On June 3, 2006, Ms. Parchment
Ministry. She has pioneered a ministry was among thirteen church leaders
to pregnant women in her region,” who were commissioned as Ministers
stated Sis. Mary Cole, Women’s of the Union. Ms. Parchment’s love
Ministry Director, CJC. “She is for evangelism started from an early
currently coordinating the training for age and during her time in ministry,
the parish of Clarendon and planning she saw over 1,000 persons baptized.
a parish convention for women.”
Sis. Lee has been serving as
Women’s Ministry Coordinator for the
parish of Clarendon since 2007 and
has been motivating females to be
effective leaders in church, at work,
in the community and an example
Junie Parchment making a presentation during a
Quad Ministries Congress on Sabbath, April 24,
in the home. She has been working
2010 at the Seventh-day Adventist Conference
and encouraging sisters to have prayer
Centre in Montego Bay. [photo: Nigel Coke]
partner and assist the less fortunate.
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Appointment of

New directors

T

Kemar T. Douglas

he Executive Committee of
Central Jamaica Conference
voted to appoint Elder Anthony
Gordon to serve as Discipleship
Conservation Coordinator and Pastor
Devon Champier to serve as Ministerial
Secretary. The appointment was voted
by the Executive Committee of the
Conference on Thursday, September
6, 2012. The appointments were
made effective immediately, as the
offices were left vacant following the
departure of Pastor Jeff Jefferson,
having answered a call to serve in the
Cayman Island Conference.
Elder
Anthony
Gordon
currently
serves the
Conference
as
Counselling
Services
Director,
a position he will continue to hold
along with the his new appointment
as
Discipleship
Conservation
Coordinator. He brings to the office a
wealth of experience having previously
served the Conference as Family Life,
Communication and Public Affairs
Director for several years.
Pastor
Devon
Champier,
the
new
Ministerial
Director,
will continue
to
serve
as
Senior
Pastor
for
the Cedar Grove District of Adventist
Churches in Manchester. Pastor
Champier has spent over twenty-two
years in ministry and previously served
the Conference in this capacity, 2008
-2010.
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G.E.M.S.
Launched in CJC
S

miles abound as 24 young ladies
were inducted into the first batch
of G.E.M.S in Central Jamaica
Conference. The launch was held at
the joint Women’s Ministry Convention
between East and Central Jamaica
Conferences.
G.E.M.S, Girls Emerging into Mature
Sisters, is a Jamaica Union Conference
Women’s
Ministry
Department
programme based on the model
presented done by Northeastern
Conference in the USA.
“G.E.M.S. is a ministry geared to
reaching and addressing the needs of
young women between the ages of 12 to
19,” stated Mary Cole, Women’s Ministry
Director, CJC. “It seeks to minister to the
needs of our young girls both within and
out of the church, by establishing strong
communities of Christian young women
who can live empowered lives and
impact the world for Christ.”
G.E.M.S. aims to assist young girls in
recognizing and utilizing their innate
gifts and abilities while celebrating and
affirming their journey from girlhood
through womanhood to sisterhood.
“Many young people see Women’s
Ministry as an old women club but the
ministry is for women from age 12 up.
So what you are doing here in Jamaica
is so important because I don’t want
our young people, who are rebelling,
to feel that we are pushing them out
of the Church. This programme allows
for them to express themselves and
find themselves in Church because if
they leave many don’t return,” stated
Heather-Dawn Small, Women’s Ministry
Director for the Adventist World Church.
The programme was already launched
in the EJC and as such their G.E.M.S.
36

participated in the
launch
of
CJC’s
programme.
“In East we have
adopted a secondary
meaning to G.E.M.S
and that is Girls of
Kemar T. Douglas
Eloquence and Moral
Standards
because
we believe that we should not
only help them emerge but to do
so with high sense purpose and
moral standards,” stated Claudette
Genas, Women’s Ministry Director,
EJC.
G.E.M.S. principles are derived
from the Word of God. Girls
gain Kingdom knowledge and are
nurtured and empowered to apply
Biblical truths in governing their
lives.
“I like the G.E.M.S. programme
because it helps the girls in our
society to build up themselves and
become better Christian women and
better our society,” Altrica Hutchinson,
GEMS President for Rock Hall Adventist
Church. “We have mentors who are
Christian women, so they are mature
and help to guide us and put us on
the right path. Having mentors helps
because not ever G.E.M.S. comes from
a Christian home and therefore they are
able to help lead girls in the right paths.”
“I think it is very interesting, for us
young ladies, to have someone to help
guide us in the right. We often want to
do things for our church and community
but often don’t get the chance with
mentors they can help us accomplish
these things,” stated Oprah Rhooms, a
newly inducted G.E.M.S. from Stanbury
Grove Adventist Church. “I would
definitely encourage all young girls to be
a part of this because they get to meet
new people, as well as it uplifts and
motivates.”

6Grader
The Pen of a

I

Kemar T. Douglas

n a year when Jamaica
celebrates 50 years of
independence a grade six
student from Willowdene Group
of Schools (WGS) decided to pen
a beautiful poem for her country.
Her name is Renee Rhoden and
her poem is entitled ‘Jamaica’s
Golden Anniversary’.
The poem was written in
response to an assignment given
by her teacher, Mrs. Suzette Miller.
It scored high marks and has
become one the main features of
the Evening of Excellence to be
put on by the Preparatory division
of WGS. This event will be held
Sunday, March 11, on the school
grounds on Brunswick Avenue
beginning at 2pm.

Jamaica’s Golden
Anniversary
By Renee Rhoden

Am I asleep or am I awake?
Somebody pinch me because this
must be a mistake.
It's a new day in our country let the
adventure begin.
Let us touch every thing in our path
and make a difference.
It's Jamaica's Golden Anniversary.
Let us empower our self with love
And meet each other soul to soul,
With dancing heart. Let us be like
mother,
father, sister, brother to each other.
It's Jamaica's Golden Anniversary.
When there are trials we stick
together.
Let us learn to trust, communicate,
comfort and respect each other.
You should never feel neglected
or unappreciated even when we
disagree or argue.
True love possess the power to
abide, provide and never divide.
It's Jamaica's Golden Anniversary.

REDEDICATION

Grove Town SDA Church
Alethea Brown-Wellington

The Grove Town Seventh-day Adventist
Church held its dedication service on the
weekend of August 3-5, 2012. This act of
celebration was another milestone in the
journey of this Manchester congregation; an
achievement that had its many challenges
but a vision that became a reality.
In his message to the brethren of the
Grove Town S.D.A. Church, Pastor Everett
Brown, President of the Jamaica Union
Conference of S.D.A., expressed gratitude
to the Almighty for “dedicated Christian
workers who responded to the Holy Spirit
and were courageous enough to take the
first small steps to witness to the men and
women in Grove Town and the surrounding
communities. As they shared the love of
Christ, the Lord blessed their efforts and
souls were added to the family of God.” He
further noted that “the Lord has planted His
church in this community to shine for Him,
to touch lives and transform hearts, and
even though they were challenged at times,
they have remained faithful to that calling.”
President of the Central Jamaica
Conference of Seventh-day Adventists,
Pastor Levi Johnson also shared that this
“act of rededication is a second chance for
celebration and praise. It is also a time to
reminisce, count blessings and give thanks to
God for His leading.”
In the first of two accounts of the church’s
inception it was highlighted that in the year
1900, one Pastor Tanner held a series of
meetings in the area and established the
first church with 30 members. The other
account documented early pioneers such as

Dhalia Bird (1903), Nora Bird, Wellington
Shand and Cecil Thompson among many
others.
Today, Bro. Pastical Reid, Church Elder of
the Grove Town S.D.A. Church conveyed
in his message to the church, that “in spite
of the many challenges we experienced; in
spite of the many hurdles we overcame on
this journey, we can now shout EBENEZER!
Hitherto has the Lord helped us.” He further
noted that “this building was dedicated
over forty years ago and withstood some
degree of hostility from Mother Nature….
As a church we looked at these needs, and
decided that God’s House must be taken
care of, so with the limited resources we
had we took the matter to the Lord and
approached the project in faith.”
Shepherd of the flock Pastor Dudley
Dixon congratulated the members and all
his predecessors for their “gallant effort in
laying such foundations so that we could
continue to build on”. He further indicated
that “inducted into the Newport Circuit
of Churches on June 30, 2011, he found a
dedicated group of workers who would
not keep still until they see certain things
accomplished.”
Among the predecessors leading the
flock were Pastors Eric Nathan, Parchment,
Hague, S.G. Lindo, Fitz Mighty, Cornelius
Grey, Morris Grey, Joseph Hutchinson,
Kenroy Malcolm, Barrington Campbell,
Everett Smith, Clifton Knight, Nigel Lewis,
Rufus Anderson, Jerome Gordon, Thomas
Rose, Jeff Jefferson, Wayne Palmer and
others.

Watson
Congratulation

E

Kemar T. Douglas

lder Billy Watson,
Treasurer
of
Central Jamaica
Conference, successfully
defended his thesis to
gain a Master of Arts
degree in Religion.
The
administration,
directors
and
staff
of
the
Conference
congratulated
Elder
Watson on reaching this
milestone.
The
successful
defence of his thesis,
‘An Examination of
the
Dynamics
of
True Worship and its
Application to Life from
Selected Old Testament
Books’, was done before
a defence team on July
9, 2012. The defence
team consisted of Drs.
Newton
Cleghorn,
Vassel Ker, Earl Cameron
and Paul Gyles.
“The research and
course work challenged
me, both physically and
mentally, to better serve
my church,” an elated
Elder Watson stated.
“Worship indeed is the
whole of life.”
Elder Watson now
joins his son, Billy
Watson Jnr., who also
successfully
defend
his thesis for a master
of science degree, at
Northern
Caribbean
University
August
Graduation 2012.
Elder Billy Watson, Treasurer
of CJC, defending his thesis
for the Master of Arts degree
in Religion. [photo: Kemar T. J.
Douglas]

37

•
•

((

((

((

((
((
((

38

Demographic Survey
Radio Program -NCU and
Love 101
• Facebook, Twitter and
Youtube pages
Community Services
• Evening Institutes have been
established by the following
churches:
• Mandeville,
• Kitson Town,
• Sydenham,
• St Johns
Counselling
• Anger Management Seminar
- Vere, Clarendon – over
two hundred (200)persons
attended.
• Volunteer Counselors – 167
(20 Groups)
• Counseling Sessions - 375
• Premarital Counseling - 21
Discipleship
• Discipleship Convention –
May Pen
• Ongoing Distribution of
New Believers Package
Education
• Education Summits
• Education Workshops
Family Life Ministry
• Certification of Family Life
Educators – 47
Health Ministries
• The repositioning of H.
S. Walters Health and

((
((

((

((

((

Outreach Centre that includes a number of new
services and increased revenue.
• Loma Linda University /
United Hands Missionary
Trip to CJC
• Dr. Chung (LLU) providing
two months of dental care
at H. S. Walters Centre for
two months
Ministerial
• Elders Consultations
• Elders Parish Meetings
Prayer Ministries
• Conducted
8
Prayer
& Heeding the Word
Conventions.
• Conducted Day of Prayer in
the Schools
Public Affairs and Religious
Liberty
• Parish Summits
• Continued defence of the
rights of members
Publishing Ministry
• Train 30 New Colporteurs
• Conducted 2 Publishing
Rallies
• Colporteurs involved in
distribution of ‘The Great
Controversy’
Sabbath School and Personal
Ministries
• Community Impact – May
Pen and Spanish Town

• Lay Federation Conventions
• Sabbath School Congress
• 7,000 Passionate Disciples
(( Spirit of Prophecy
• Distribution of seven thousands of copies of the Great
Controversy’
(( Women’s Ministry
• Women’s Convention
• Visit of Mrs. Heather Dawn
Small, General Conference
Women Ministry Leader
• Literacy Programmes for
women
• Launch of G.E.M.S. for
young girls
(( Youth and Children Ministries
• Youth Conference - 1200
attendees.
• Summer Camps
• Investiture services
• Children’s Convention
• Children Crusades
• VBS

Editorial Continued
than studying a series of Bible lessons
and gaining knowledge about God’s
Word. A student of the Word is in
fact someone who has an intimate
relationship with Christ.
Hence, discipleship cannot be just
a programme. Discipleship should
not be viewed as simple giving basic
theological education to believers,
especially new ones, in order to get
them to conform to the beliefs of
the Church. It should not be viewed
as indoctrination with a defined
beginning (baptism) and an end (the
close of the first year or the end of a
new believer’s course). It will involve
those things, but it is not those things.
Seeing that discipleship is not
a programme or a special study
group, then what is it? It is my view
that discipleship is the process of
transformation that takes place in
the life of a believer as they imitate
and follow Christ. Thus, discipleship
is a way of life for the Christian. It is
a lifestyle that attests to the power
of God in the life of the believer and
cause them to fulfil the mission.

Windsor Youths With a Vision
Wendy-Ann Masters/CJC
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